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Sie Matthew Hale was twice married; 
first, to Anne More, the sister of Sir Henry 
More, of Fanley, Berks, Knight; and secondly, 

to Anne, daughter of Bishop, Esq. of 

the same place. By the former he had six 
children: Robert, Matthew, Thomas, Ed ward, 
Mary, and Elizabeth. They were all living hi 
1662, the date affixed to one of these letters; 
and the eldest, Robert, was at that tune m his 
23d year. It is to this son he alludes in the 
above-mentioned letter, when he says, " Let 
^ the original be laid up safely for your brother 
( R." These letters of Sir Matthew Hale we*e 
written when he was on the circuit :— thus 
die duties of the parent were fulfilled, without 
raterfering with those of the judge. _ 
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Of ttese cMH*en> ' Rabert died HA >1«*©$J 
Matthew in l675,^JlTi&m&, ill 'May, 165% o 
half a year before his father. These ' w**e ; 9kH 
blows to a shtkiftg man/whose children apfleaw. 
to have been most dear to trial. • Bin>be* h*A3 
other cares to occupy his latter days, and othetsb 
claims upotr btiti as a parent. His son .Robert* * 
had married Frances, daughter of Sir Francis } 
Chokke, of A v in g ton, Berkshire, Knight. But 
she dying at nearly the same time with 'her 
husband, the charge of their five orphan chhV 
dren; all of them infants, devolved upon Sa-i 
Matthew and his second wife; ThuBhehaibs 
another young famHy to protect' aitd'educailte^: 
in his old age* With these he pnrsafcd>thfe& 
same system which hie had adopted tow»rds>Ui*M 
own children * writing to them a long lettet^blft 
sound advice, which was become <he merfcriWft 
cessary, as in the common course of events he 
could not hope much long«r v to' snp"erWftrid 
their conduct. It is pflesemd atnbng ltwMSfc ^ 
in Lincoln's &>i* *ib™#^nd i* mMety)<*lk% 
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l4tttnioiAdrit>e,tom$ GraiidcWdr*a;. *spe- 
cirityjto ^ny, twp Sons* Matthew and Gabriel 
ttak,a**d to ^ojy three Slaughters, Anne, Jtf aiijr, 
anrt< ; {(«^#» Hjale, all Children of , my eldest 
StwuKphor^Hale, wid Frances his Wife, both 
deceased". These aU survived tljejr, grand-* 
rath** v >JEhe tbr*e girls died at the ages* of A6, 
17>and 18 years. 

> The Four Letters of Sir Matthew Hole to 
his own -Children are now, for. the first tone, 
presented to the public in a handsome volume, 
an^.witb -the text comparatively' free from er- 
rorfti^. for subject and style/ and it i* hoped 
fot daefcyjpacy and elegance; the work deserves 
to^be #on*idered,a3 a standard English classic, 
fit Jo* $& instruction of youth, and the edifica- 
tioatjofjaty iinen. . 

f^j^^ Aoftoiwit ;of the Ckwd Steward is ad- 
dqld*/i)&i1^ttm»rWtb.&Q view of rendering 
litfflfr the Jlfffl* complete. Being the work of 
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the mom hand* it is phasing to see ill thos* 
precepts which are enforced in the femur 
part of the volume, embodied, and reduced to 
practice in this latter treatise, which, as it con- 
tains a summary of die whole faith and duty tf 
a Christian, has been adjudged by many to be 
little more than a portrait of its estimable 
author. 

The Memoir prefixed to this edition, was 
composed chiefly from the excellent Life of 
Sir Matthew Hale, and the Appendix to that 
account written by Mr. Richard Baxter. Tbr 
length and minute detail of both those articles, 
prevented the Editor 'from reprinting them, as. 
he wished, in their original form. 
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A life of extraordinary incident* and coo- 
,tinual action, forms die most interesting 
a .subject of biography; but the most useful 
eirample is often met with in very different 
situations. Of this we have an instance in 
the life of Sir Matthew Hale, which ex- 
hibits few circumstances of striking occur- 
rence; "but as the memoir of one who 
faithfully discharged all the duties of his sta- 
tion, who lived in the practice of every 
virtue, and whose conduct is of universal 
application as a rule of life for others, 
scarcely any biography has a better claim 
to 4he reader's attention, 

B 



He was born on the first of November, 
1609, at Alderley, in Gloucestershire. His 
father had practised as a barrister ; but from 
a tenderness of conscience, which, even if 
unfounded, can never be too highly respect- 
ed, he retired from the profession of the law : 
he could not reconcile himself, to the cus- 
tom of setting up false pleas, which, as he 
thought, was to tell a lie ; and in the legal 
character as it seemed to him, there were 
many other things required which he thought 
incompatible with the duties of a Christian* 

. Matthew Hale lost his mother when he 
was .only three years . old, and his excel- 
lent father died in two years after. But 
some kind relations took charge of the or- 
phan; and if a good education were the 
only advantage. he could have derived from 
the longer life of his parents, the care of 
these new friends to have him properly in- 
structed, left him no room to regret his loss. 
But there is an influence, in the person of 
every father which . neither he can, forfeit* 



nor to child can disregard. The infant na- 
turally, imbibes a love and respect for that 
being, under whose protection he feels safe; 
in whose wisdom he places his reliance; 
whose smiles are his reward ; and whose dis- 
pleasure is the only thing he dreads. So far 
from being able to make ^comparisons, to ap- 
prove what is right, and to shun what is other- 
wise, the child hasf a sacred feeling towards 
his father, which prevents him from concetv* 
iiig even a thought to his disparagement. In 
his estimation he; is not so much the best, as 
the only perfect befog in the world. Fathers 
should consider this, and for the sake of their 
offspring should preserve at least appear* 
ancea; for it isa melancholy day for both, 
when the veil is rent, and the convictioa 

■ 

dashes on the mind of the child, that the 
conduct of a tparent must be no longer h» 

'. l . . » •■■ i 

j v Had hi* father lived, Matthew Hate 
wojild have had, in addition to a good edu- 
cation, the advantage of an admirable model 
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for imitation. To the want of this, it was 
possibly owing that he contracted some dis- 
solute habits. When he quitted the univer- 
sity, he took too much pleasure, and spent 
too much time, 

" In feate of strength, dexterity, and speed." 

He was addicted to company, loved fine 
clothes, and frequented the theatres to such 
a degree, that his mind was not only unset- 
tled, but in danger of being quite corrupted. 
Of this he was soon after sensible; and 
so strong was his impression of the danger 
he had escaped, that he resolved he would 
never see another play. It is not the mere 
circumstance of being present ^t these en- 
tertainments which . constitutes the wrong. 
Those who' go but seldom may perhaps be 

; ° , »; ;• -'.M fit J^K . F'.iF'lJ.'M 

amused without injury to their morals: but 
whenever men grow fond of such exhibitions, 
or feel the diversions of a theatre begin to 
take hold of their minds, they cannot adopt 
a wiser plan than to abandon those plea- 
sures altogether. 



There is a redeeming ppirit about some 
mfefi mote than others, which will not long 
allow them to be guilty of misconduct. The 
tenderness of ^conscience, for which his fa- 
ther was distinguished, was possessed by the 
son, and to its predominating influence may 
be ascribed, all that is valuable in his cha- 
racter, or desirable in the events of his life. 
Travelling one Sunday from the West of 
England, he met with many accidents : one 
horse fell lame and another died. These 
might have happened on another day, but 
occurring when they did, they gave rise to 
many serious reflections, the result of which 
was, his firm determination never again to 
abuse' the Sabbath, but to honour and ob- 
serve it in the way that God had com- 
manded; and in this determination he so 
steadily persisted, that, for thirty-six years 
together, he never failed attending divine 
service on that day. 

To a mind so susceptible of admonition 
and desirous of improvement, opportunities 



are never wanting* Events, as trifling" ak the 
falling of an apple from a tree, w&lead a 
thinking person, to great moral, as wfell as 
scientific discoveries ; and happy ave they 
who have a wise and understanding heart, 
to profit by the first hint that offers* But 
the most awful Wessons are too frequently 
neglected* In company with some students, 
Mr. Hale was one day .dining and making 
merry, when, from excessive drinking, a 
young man of the party feH down to all ap* 
pearance dead* - All those who were pre* 
seat were much terrified : some of them, it is 
to be hoped, felt lasting good: effects horn 
the- impression' which that moment made 
upon their' hearts; Mr. Hale was 1 deeply 
affected : he tfreht into another jrotim,' and 
on his knees most fervently bescAight <God 
to restore his friend, and tt/ pardon the .in- 
temperance of which they had been guilty. 
For himself, he vowed that he would' never 
ketep company in that free manner again, 
nor drink even, a health for the fotnre. His 
friend wfes restored to< lift, and M*. Hale, as 



Jong as he iived, i^igioujily'kept fata WW. 
Iu extreme distress, whefragfoikr Aiopea uife 
•fixed o» the-special uirterpofcrtkmi of JieAVen, 
c ^€? are ve*y re&dy to ptotnjse ^fetatttfcBnafy 
goodness^ eu 'our *>wii>part$ aS^if thatw^ffe 
a conditio wbieb>it^becdlHe iis^ tb^ajp^^, 
€Vf depeta4ed on* us to fulfill but ^ut i»- 
abifey to do any thinfc that is fight *hfeoiit 
oivine assistancey th&wttftH^nt^'of oik* 
•best actions in'tkte sight of ^Scid, fend the 
consciousness that we have no mWfc&dt^nk 
own, le> us live ^ver so virtuously should 
make us fawmhle, patient^ attd apprehensive, 
luU of suppliqation, with* fear a<rf ifeal- 
bliBg,<af*d too well aware of our own nature 
to place any confidence in our own atrefrgtb. 
Pray^rp are .# smch better preservative thtfri 
Vowst These, however* ateifrequentty' wtsfcfe 
by persons ifc Mr. ^leX^afron^Avhohave 
ntitttthe graoe to keep 4hem with the same 
fidelity* In all such cases^t would be much 
better, silently to -resolve, and yet *s steadily 
tioi execute*? and to i avoid imposiagiany mort 
resttnfalte 66 ourselves than are absolutely ne- 
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cessary ,to some gpo^L e*d, Mr r fracas 
placed, in disagreeable and e^ flange* oiw 
situations, fropi his vow p dj^uQ^eaJth*. 
It caused his loyalty to be suppQctgdj duigng 
t]^p civil wars in. the rejgp of Charte* tl*e 
.First, and, but for uncommon prudence, it 
n^ght have cost him his life. jPilejnmas like 
ttyese it is better to avoid, when the object 
for which they are encountered is no more 
thap an innocent custom; and thai Mr. 
Hale himself thought so afterwards, may be 
inferred, from his modest unwillingness to 
^ye pledges to the world, even for the 
maintenance of his religious practices, 5 . f t 
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., R^laiined fropo % . enrpr^of hi; joutji, 
ty % reflections whiph jthes^ ^,ci<teits pro- 
duced, and encouraged by the advice of the 
leaded , counsellor, Secant Glanyil, JVlr. 
Hal^ £ommenc£$ that vigorous, course v of 
study in the profession of the law, which laid 
the foundation Jfor.Jus future, greatness. Jfle 
was in his Jbw^ty r fir9t^ year wl\en he was, 
admitted into Lincoln's Inn. His constitu- 
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tkra was naturally a good one ; and he could 
4riKlure isteveffe application for a longer time 
thttfPttr^t 4ri6ri; but it is ahhbst incredible 
^aVfatigu£!ie underwent, in the prosecu- 
ttWrM^*»u^a^a^ For many years, he 
d&dt^*srx<een hours a day to reading. He 
juwi^%tts#:earry in the morning, and would 
rtever^SH&w himself to be idle during the 
fla^* 'He held no correspondence or con- 
versation upon trifling subjects, conceiving 
Time to be God's gift, who did not bestow 
upon tis more than was strictly necessary'. 
And certainly we should think that miller a 
foolish man, who stopt his mill fo talk 
about newsy white all the water was running 
to waste : yet we are guilty of this absurdity 
eVtitp'Q&y\ and A **at itfMrclrse, we draw from 
a t rlflelWWn u; <vhich c^i* never ^replenished; 

^TBykmeani off unwearied 1 dffigence, Mr. 
f&l@^r£ained* to such a depth and variety ot 
kftdfofetf^fe a&' is seldom equalled. Law and 
divmit^formfedthi ^rmdipar subjects of his 
sttidies.' 1 v^eU hfc W tired tff these, he had 
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recourse to experimental pjiilosqpljyimcUbe 
mathematics, wbioh to turn .were diyersiottet 
Hi* readiness jn ; arythipetyc yw very upcom- 
mow. He ,was profoundly skilled ii* chro- 
nology, and well acquainted with the writings 
of the Greek philosophers. In physic, ana- 
tomy, and surgery, he possessed as much 
knowledge as could be, obtained without 
actual practice; and as a reason for such 
acquisitions, he used to say, that "no man 
could be aJt>$olutely a master in any profes- 
sion, without • having some skill in other 
sciences," ; 

« ■ 

.. But jpext to the study Qf the law, divinity 
engaged his chief attention. In this pursuit, 
not only his mind but his heart, was occu- 
pied* He delighted in that mqst profitable 
part of it, contemplation — "to commune 
with his own heart, and in his chamber, and 
be still ;" 'and at these times he would en- 
deavour to conceive such exalted idea* con- 
cerning God, as might purify his thoughts, 
and invest his soul with a holy calmness, not 
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liable to be invdde'd by th^ cartes of the" world; 
Hie choicest of these speculations are be* 
queathed to us in bis Cotttemplafctons, 1)1 oral 
and Divine^^ vols. 8vo/aild in several MSS; 
deposited in the library of Lincoln's Inti/ 
which as yet remain unpublished. r ■> 

His maimer of study was 'liberal, 'and 
adapted to the character of the man: lie 
loved to be abr6ad very early in the morn^ 
ing, not so much for the hearth and exercise 1 
of his body, as of his mind. With the works* 
of the Almighty before his eyes, and in inu 
clination to make the mostof the sentiment* 
they suggested, he emancipated his tihdtiC 
standing from the chains of prejudice arid 
passion ; he got above that sliort-sighfed vtew 
of things which the narrow policy of this 
world is apt to engender; and having impar- 
tially brought jhis judgment to d balance?, lie 
then began to 'Weigh -'the subject whi<?h he 
intended to investigate . In .all his inquiries Tie 
went as nearly as possible to the foUtitain- 1 
head, not contenting himself with current 
opinions in the place of truth, but examining 
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all with a jealous eye, and striving to trace 
them, in every instance, to those immutable 
first principles, whence only they derive au- 
thority. When all this was done, and his 
inquiries fell, short of certainty, he did not 
draw positive conclusions from what he had' 
learnt, but left his mind open to further 
light, from whatever quarter it might comer 
As far as he had gone, he cast up the amount 
of evidence, and saw, the state of the ques- 
tion ; but he never closed the account. . With 
the same forbearance and humility, he be- 
lieved that on many subjects it was impos- 
sible for human reason to be satipfed, yet 
this impression did not lead ten* to cut off 
all speculation concerning those higte^matr 
tera. He rather applied another i kind &f 
argument suitable to their nature, and by 
analogy obtained an insight beyond that of 
the senses. Of the, subfroe . mypteriea of our 
religion he loved to i^a^n^ not /a^b^y,^ 
with presumption, but ac^rding tv^t^ 
tellectual scale by which (God jha^pengtyed, 
us to estimate things so. far aWe mortal 
reach : and he had this proof given him of 
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A^'propifety^f his- practice m tHiar respect, 
AftMA^tafriM' theories, he found hW^lif 
still ttf6te'lowiy-mihded, more conscious of 
his* iWfi ignorance ahd weakness, fuller of 
ev^ry ■christian grace, and fitter to practise 
eVefy virtue. Oil Sunday evenings, after 
attending public worship, he made it a rale 
to meditate on some important question 
in religion ; and because he could better 
follow the order of his thoughts when he 
wrote them down, as well as for the sake *of 
improving himself by their subsequent peru- 
sal, he was accustomed to commit theni to\ 
paper at the time. Though these opportu- 
nities may not seem to promise the coihpft^ 
ti6n of any considerable undertaking, yet it 
ifra feet, that all his moral and religions worits 
are the production of these scattered honra. - 
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As he was himself a great lover of learn- 
ing, «o was there nothing more delightful to 
him than to encourage it in others. To young 
people; who were fond of reading, he was 
particularly kind tmd attentive, pointing out to 
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them the best plans for study, and answering 
all their questions with a readiness and sweet- 
ness, which won them to acquaint him with 
all their doubts and difficulties. He was no 
less earnest to promote their moral improve- 
ment, availing himself of his high character 
and great experience, to give advice on many 
things relating to their appearance and be- 
haviour; so that taany young men forsook the 
vanities of dress, with other youthful follies, 
from a desire to obtain his favourable opi- 
nion. 

Of a benevolent disposition, and great sun-* 
plicity of manner, there was a charm about 
his deportment which fascinated all who ap- 
proached him. But his friends were pais 
ticularly happy in his company, for he was 
playfully free and communicative in dis- 
course, and never at a loss for some pleasant 
topic,which might equally interest and inform 
them by its discussion. It was a rule with 
him, never to interrupt another in his speech, 
and this forbearance caused others to lis- 
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ten to him vykh equal patience ; by which 
means, many a subject came to be sifted to 
the bottom, which would otherwise have pro- 
cured only a smart remark. It allowed every 
one time to look over and arrange his own 
thoughts, and to offer the best of his judg- 
ment for the edification of his hearers. If 
any person could be justified, in anticipating 
and interrupting the delivery of another's ob- 
servations, it would have been Mr. Hale, 
whose information and ingenuity were not 
often matched; but he was so far from 
presuming on this account, or thinking he 
had more to confer than to acquire, that he 
would have held it a proof of his want of 
sense, if he failed to extract something va- 
luable out of every man's discourse. This 
caused Mr; Richard Baxter, the great theo- 
logian, to say. of him, " I never more per- 
ceived in any man, how much great know- 
ledge and wisdom facilitate addition, and 
the reception of any thing not before known. 
Such a one presently perceiveth that evi- 
dence which another is incapable of." 
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Hale said of himself, that he was naturally 
passionate; but so effectually had he subdued 
the irritability of his temper, that except for 
a momentary rising of his colour, it could not 
be perceived that he was ever greatly moved. 
Persons of quick tempers are said to com- 
pensate for the frequency of their passion, by 
the shortness of its duration, while those who 
from duller feelings are slow to anger, take 
a long time to get rid of their resentment. It 
is almost a balance of evils. The best dis- 
position is undoubtedly that, which naturally 
alive to provocation, is yet chastened to a 
gentleness which will not take offence, but 
makes every allowance for a brother's infir- 
mity. A man of this temper will not be the . 
less ready, when humanity or justice requires 
it, to defend himself, and to protect others, 
against the wantonness of insult, oppression, 
or brutality. Such was the character of 
Hale. He gave without a fee the best pro- 
fessional advice, to a than who had once 
grievously injured him, " thanking God that 
he bad learned to forget injuries." 'And when- 



hjj0b,,to. /leferred speaking till he *$* : pe*» 
fec#y ,calin : then with a serenity and tender- 
ness that could not be withstood,, he, so dis- 
creetly set before them their, fault and its 
consequences, that he had no occasion to 
censure or condemn — their own hearts 4 had 
don^e it already. But he would not rejtain 
in his service those who were decidedly Un- 
moral, observing, "he that; by his place 
ought to punish disorders in other people, 
must by no means suffer them in his. own 
house." 

._ m{ iJ#p kindness extended, to (he bfuje cr^ar 
tic^n fl asit inusf. e^er, do,, when it.is founded 
in $ f ^gty t principle: th$ nxerciful . nian is 
njejctfuJ^Q his.Jjeastp Hejkept ajil his horses 
a^d fyfis till Jhej died pf old age, and would 
n^ve^ suffer, theni to be oyer-workqd or ill 
tre^ed^ ^.Tjie only time he was ever known 
tp be jJbojoughly angry was, when, one of his 
servants suffered a little bird, that was kept 
in the house, to die for want of food. 
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Even in the best cause, be did not suffer 
his fdtlings to get the victory over reason. 
His son died under circumstances peculiarly 
distressing* To so kind-hearted a man, and 
so affectionate a father^ this must have been 
a very severe affliction ; yet to alt outward 
appearance he maintained his usdaF equa- 
nimity ; and, Kke a wise man, he observedto 
one who condoled witfi him on the occasion, 
that " these are the sad effects of living long : 
such must look to see many sad and unac- 
ceptable things." 

Soon after he was called to the bar, the 
civil wars broke out, and it became » diffi- 
cult task for men in conspicuous stations, to 
conduct themselves so as not to give offence. 
The rules by which Mr* Hale governed his 
actions at this critical "season were, first, by 
engaging in no faction, and secondly* by the 
constant favouring and receiving thoSe that 
were Imest. .•-•..;>! i!»si-r • 

•■ ' ' .«■* * i t' , i '•( w ; - "■ • / ' .' • 
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He had noticed in Cornelius Nepod, that 
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Pbmponius Attieus, by closely adhering to 
these two maxims of prudence, ha«Lsafely 
and wkh the esteem, of all parties, pasted 
through .the 'most hazardous times of th6 
Roman republic ; and he thought it an ex* 
periment, worth repeating. That he was 
equally fortunate may be collected from this 
striking fact, that though he heartily de- 
fended many of die royal party when they 
were tried for high treason^ and. had the 
honour to be appointed counsel for the un- 
happy Charles, when he fell; the victim" of 
an indiscreet opposition to popular senti- 
ment, yet Crdm Well so well knew the in* 
tegrity of die man, and the influence of his 
high reputation, that he made him one of his 
judge* in the Court of Common Pleas. On 
the restoration, JKirig Charles the Second 
appointed him- Lord Chief Baron : and the 
great Earl of Clarendon* when he delivered 
him h» .conuniw concluded his speech 
with the following singular compliment^ 'that 
if the king could have foundout an honester 
and fitter 4nan for that employment, he would 



20 

not have advanced him to it ; and that he 
had therefore preferred him, because he 
knew none that deserved it so well/' The 
honour of knighthood id usually granted to 
those who are advanced to this dignity ; but 
such was the modesty of Mr. Hale, that it 
was only by the stratagem of meeting him 
unexpectedly at the Lord Chancellor's, that 
the king could find an opportunity of con- 
ferring the title. 

As he felt a real love for his fellow-crea- 
tures, so with the strongest emotions of pity 
did he regard all those, who for their crimes 
were brought before him in his judicial ca- 
pacity. During their trials, he expressed him- 
self towards them with the solemnity that be- 
spoke his deep sense of the awful responsi- 
bility of his office/ yet accompanied with a 
certain compassionate and encouraging de- 
meanour, which left them nothing to fear 
from the influence of private feeling. The 
terrors of the law were sufficient he thought, 
without any aggravation or colouring from 
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him. Not that he omitted to make those salu- 
tary impressions which his duty enjoined him; 
but he preferred exciting them by plain and 
simple language. And when he had to pass 
sentence, there was something so fervent 
and pathetic in his speech to the prisoner, 
thai' many persons have said " they heard 
few such sermons." 

In his earlier years, he laid down certain 
rules for the regulation of his life, which 
mark by what steps he arrived at eminence. 
Happily for those who wish to follow his, 
example, a rough draught of these has been 
preserved. 



fi--« •-* . MORNING. 



I/lTolift up the heart to God in thankful, 

liess" for renewing my life. ,, 
II. To renew my covenant with God in 

Christ, 1.. By renewed actp of faith, re- 




one of his people, doing km { allegiance 
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III. Adoration and prayer. 

IV. Setting a watch over my own infirmi- 
ties and passions, over the snares laid in 
our way. Perimus licitis *. 

DAY EMPLOYMENT. 

There must be an employment: two kinds. 

I* Our ordinary calling: to serve God in it. 
It is a service to Christ though never so 
mean. Colos. iii. Here faithfulness, 
diligence, cheerfulness. Not to over-lay 
myself with more business than I can 
bear. 

II. Our spiritual employments: mingle 
somewhat of God's immediate service in 
this day. 

REFRESHMENTS. 

I. Meat, and drink, moderation seasoned 
with somewhat of God. 

II. Recreations. 1 . Not our business. 2. 
Suitable. No games, if given to covet* 
ousness or passion. 

* We perish by indulgences. 
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IF ALONE. 

I. Beware of wandering, vain, lustful 
thoughts: fly from thyself rather than en- 
tertain these. 

II. Let thy solitary thoughts be profitable. 
View the evidences of thy salvation, the 
state of thy soul, the coming of Christ, 
thy own mortality : it will make thee hum* 
ble and watchful. 

* COMPAHY. 

Do good to them. Use God's name reve- 
rently. Beware of leaving an ill impres- 
sion of ill example. Receive good from 
them if more knowing. 

EVENING. 

Cast up the accounts of the day. If ought 
amiss, beg pardon. Gather resolution of 
more vigilance. If well, bless the mercy 
and grace of God that hath supported 
thee. 



] 
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Vfhtmhemm madea J»ilge, be dwwup 
another paper for his goven uw l i r "IHtough 
•&*tmm mfcrerice to. duties *whIcl*4IW tsife 
?pkeed in skuatiens to ptdotm, iteowterins 
aeme excellent principles of mnrtrsftl Appli- 
cation, which render it worth/ ofcaftentlon, 

• f 

TBUraS NJKCB88ABY TO BE CONTIBTUALtY HAD 

IV EBMEMBRANCE. 

I. That, in the administration of justice, I 
*m entrusted for God, the King, and 
Country ; and therefore, 

II. That it be done ; 1. Uprightly ; 2. De- 
liberately ; 3. Resolutely. 

III. That I rest not upon my own tintier- 
deittandag or ateogny but implore and 
rest upon the direction and strength of 
God. ■"* >** 

IV. That, in the ^eeirteptiof.jifitic 1 ^ I 
. carefully lay aside •■ my, p wit ^aswofta/ • and 
- not give way te tbwm feotwe^r pr^n>ted. 

V. That I be *&ol|y(.i»tetfl np<m '<•!**&&- 

* ne&H that I am #b^a^ ^pAbilg: another 
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ear** sad Aooghts, m unseasonable, and 



VI. That I suffer not myself to be- piepos- 
, Nmd wkb an j judgment at aH, tall the 

whole business and both parties be heard. 

VII. That I never engage myself in the 
beginning of any cause, but reserve my- 
self unprejudiced till the whole be heard. 

VIII. That in business capital, though my 
nature prompt me to pity, yet to consider 
that there is also a pity due to the coun- 
try. 

IX. That I be not too rigid in matters 
purely conscientious, -where aH the harm 
is diversity of judgment. 

X. That I be not biassed with compassion 
* to the -poor, or favour to the rich, in point 

of justice. 

XL That popular, or court applause, or 
distaste, have no influence into any thing 
I do, m point of distribution of justice. 

XII. Not to be solicitous what men will 
say or think, so long as I keep myself ex- 
actly acc o rdi ng to the rules of jostice. 

c 
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XIII. If in criminals it be a measuring 
r cast, to incline to mercy and acqnittali 
XIV! Ili criminals that consist merely fc 
Weirds, when no more harm ensues, *ab* 



ail 
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J 9lefra'tion is no injustice. - - 
XV! In criminals of Mood, if fke feet be 

'evident, severity is justice. ^ 

XVI; To abhor all private solicitations, xtf 
x ''Whfft kind soever, and by whomsoever, in 
* fJ matters depending. 

XVII; To charge my servants : 1. Not to 
interpose in any business whatsoever. %. 
1 Not td take more than their known fees. 
3. Not to give any undue precedence to 
causes. 4. Not to recommend coutfek 
XVIII. To be short and sparing at meals, 
that I may be the fitter for business.- 
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In the year 1671, Sir Matthew Hole was 
appointed Lord Chief Justice of the GoutiLof 
King's Bench. In this situation he mani- 

s, 

fested his usual humility; benevolence, in- 
dustry, judgment, and piety ; but to greater 
advantage, as the sphere of his usefulness 



*7 

was enlarged. For four years and a half he 
faithfully, discharged this important trust. 
At the end of that time his constitution sud- 
denly gave way. He became afflicted with 
asthma, and soon after was attacked by drop- 
sy. Feeling that he could not possibly re- 
cover, he made haste to resign his office, that 
he ought set his affairs in order, and prepare 
for death. Bishop Burnet says, in that 
biography from which this Memoir is prin- 
cipally composed, that. Sir Matthew " had 
been a long time wearied with the distrac- 
tions that his employment had brought on 
bim$. and his profession had become un- 
grafce&l to him/' Herein we perceive traces 
of the same conscientious scruples by which 
his father had > been influenced: but in Sir 
Matthew they were qualified by other con- 
siderations. What these were, and in what 
light he always regarded his profession, may 
be seen-fapmdie following paper, drawn up 
when he was . resolved, to retire altogether 
from public business. 

c £ 



* - F -Hrst>* If I condtfer. ibe-tafifoeaft Qimy 
professibn^' whether ta*ajr advocate tM^aa* 
j»%e > skr 19 true, I <k> aotbowkdge^by the 
institution r df Almighty ' Go&y aqd.Hfcs dis- 
pensation uf Mb Providence, I am bemads 
industry and fidelity k it : and ifoit j£ an act 
<rf abediencte onto his wift, k carriesf *Hh it 
.some things of religious duty, and I maraud 
do take comfort in it, and expect a reward 
tofimy obedience to Him, and the good i that 
K'db to mankind therein, from the bounty 
4tt& beneficence, and promise of Almighty 
Getf if and k is true also, that without augh 
employments, civil- societies eanndfcbe sup- 
ported/ and great goodredoundd to ottapkiBfl 
^rom Aem; and m these' teapccte, fthe «b- 
*cience of my own 'ittduMry; .fidetity. .tfqi 
integrity in themes a great 'cbmfort^ and 
satisfaction to tne; Bnt yet thirl *ma&4^ 
concerning the^e employments) cotosiiWfd 
shttply ki tbeattetaea, that tbey^«re vffwjnfiHl 
of cares, anxietids; diwty c f tui d w t i ^ngl/ ™*. 
" Secondly, That though they are bene- 



fitfial to >oA«rs^ yet Aey ^0 of the least 
tonefit to hkn that is employed u^l them, f 
<:< "Thirdly, That they daxteeesaaptyv^ 
vahrei the party, «rhoaeroffi£e it it^ in j great 
dafigeti4 difficulties, mid calamnicai .; h . i 
j c « Fourthly, That Ihey only serve fertile 
toeri&an of this life, which i» shorthand uh- 

" Fifthly, That though k he myiidufty, 

faithfully to serve in them, while I am jailed 

to them, and till I am duly tailed from them, 

yet they are great consumers of. thati little 

time «re have here^ ^vvhichy as It jeetoelifr 

tQGj nftght be better spent iq a pio^ <£«**- 

•tetiipiatave Hie, and a due. provwio* f<Nr etoh 

nity/ 'II drjnot know a better tempcfralr$ni- 

pfoymfeht man Martha had, ^.testifying her 

ttoveandndatyr to ourrSawbilr, i>y making 

moteaionf fe*f him ; ? y8t our - Lord tell* - her. 

fThrffc£thoughr>die tvr^ troubled ab*out many 

! mrag«^ thwe ^stofil^dejofe 4i»^ necg&ary, 

and Mn^ib&vhowkilhs&el^ipaxl". 

Consistently with the result of these views 
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fie obtained his discharge, after much delay, 
from the king's unwillingness to part with 
fro faithful a servant. Then did his spirit 
rejoice in its new found liberty, as a bird 
that has escaped from its cage. But the 
bird that has been long confined, loses the 
power to fly about and enjoy itself as for- 
merly. And now Sir Matthew Hale had 
got liberty indeed ; but his health was ruined, 
and the energies of his mind were rapidly 
decaying. He had but little power and a 
short time left, to realize that happy privacy 
which he so feelingly describes, in the follow- 
ing translation from Seneca's Thyetftes. 

Let him, that -will, ascend the tottering seat 
Of courtly grandeur, and become as great 
As are his mounting wishes : as for me, 
Let sweet repose and rest my portion be. 
Give me some mean obscure recess ; a sphere. ■ ' . 
Out of the road of business, or. the fear 
Of falling lower; where I sweetly may 
Myself and dear retirement still enjoy : 
Let not my life or name be known unto 
The grandees of <be time, tost to add firo ' 
Bjr censures or applause; but let my age 
Slide gently by, not overthwart the stage 
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Of public action, unheard, unseen, 
And unconcern'd, aft if I ne'er had been. 
And thus, while I shall pass my silent days' 
In vhady privacy, free from the noise 
And bustles of the mad world, then shall I 
A good old innocent plebeian die. 
Death is a mere surprise, a very snare 
To him that makes it his life's greatest care, 
To be a public pageant, known to all. 
But unacquainted with himself doth mil. 



i' i 
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He quitted office on the 15th of February, 
1676; and died on the Christmas day fol- 
lowing. The interval was spent in exercises 
of piety and devotion. He had always been 
constant in the use of family prayer, per- 
forming the duty himself if there was no 
clergyman present: and on Sundays it had 
been his uniform practice to repeat to his 
family the heads of the sermons, with some 
further remarks and expositions of his own. 
He usually invited his poor neighbours to 
dine with him, on that day, at his own table ; 
and when any were sick, he sent the choicest 
of his food to their own homes. 
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.'" &pm the iotitieii<iitiieiiV*6f'ffl k $ti>be* 

to charitable uses; and with his tiefdtiiteite r s ,v 
whejn he was a judge, he secretly i!fci^ihiteS ljr 
many poor debtors from pri&bnV 'He^cfrxP 
not neglect even common beggari, 'butfretff 1 
it bis duty to relieve them with the srffitff j 
sums he could conveniently spare ; th&kking* 
that charity consisted not so much in the' 
gpod actually done, as in the motive 4 whit 
which it is attempted to be done. It is well 
for mankind, that Charity, which is the great- 
est and most necessary' of all christian > v$t*> 
toes, is not the impulse of a feeling 'he^ft^ 
for that depends on^ certain crinStHutidnitF 
teh'd^cies; with which W man"'caU enfltJW* 
tunfself: nor'lKat it consists iti^m&em 
which attends our alms; for muchdPthittiS 
derived from prudence ^rid ji^netVati^^«> 
wKich the best of meti '^ fr^<lfenfljS*# 
ficierit : still less '' that %e< rria^nihi^^ 
splendour bf the gift' declares' &# m^kf^t 
the donor; for nches are W(W4M 1^( WW> 
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and/ wekii^ &at a man may ^ive, all hejhas 

**>titi iw«« f$ fy ,W?> : k jnm^, and $ 
yeA^ant charity. Tnje charity is kjiown'by 

tl^ mpt^p^and by that alone ; and none but 

Ije^wJUcj sees, the heart, can tell who is cha- 

rq^le^tand who* is not. It is not for' us, 

tlp^r^fore^ to judge others : nor should we 

armpit .to do it, if we have charity; for 

charity " thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in 

iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth ; beareth 

i 

all things, believeth all things, hoped? all 
things, endureth all things/' But though 
we Judge not others, we are commanded to 
judge/ ourselves ; and this is the test by 
^jjqh.jw^ may try our charity: — Love to 
Qgf} n , I£ we,- Jpve Him we shall keep his 
^^nj^d^n^s^ a^d, obedience to these is, 

*»g(l*ft &fW* w^icj^e *«» th^r simatiofii 
^uftjffjf^-f^^ qtjiers to dp to us^ an<$ 
^rft^sAS^S* f?^m r pwn feelings,,or 
fepgap) ^e g^^flpinjionQf nie^, but from a 
desire to please God by our behaviour; 

c5 
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then we* possess that charity which shall 
never' fail: and this charity is what every 
man may possess, by God's grace, as soon 
as he pleases. 

The habit of considering himself as he 
appeared in the sight of the Almighty, and 
not in die estimation of men, made Sir 
Matthew Hale avoid all undue opportunities 
of giving publicity to the good parts of his 
character. He had such an aversion to all 
ostentation in religion, that he was careful to 
make no great professions, wishing that his 
deeds, rather than his tongue, should make 
known his faith ; and humbly fearing lest by 
any means he should at last faH away, and 
cause the religion of Christ to be evil spoken 
of. Tins was especially the case with his 
private devotions, wherein he secluded him- 
self from die observation even of his o*wh 
family. 

The nearer his death approached, the 
more fervent and frequent were his prayers; 
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and when his voice could op longer be 
heard, jit might be seen from his eyes and 
hands being almost constantly lifted up, th^J: 
his soul was still in earnest commuiiion with 
that blessed Spirit, who soon after called it 
out of i darkness into his marvellous light. 
For more, than a year, be, had suffered suih 
pain that he was unable to lie down in bed, 
but he never complained. His end' Was 
peaceful : he had no struggling, nor seemed 
to be in any pangs in his bet moments. •.- 

Such was the life and death of Si* 
Matthew Hale: his character speaks far 
itself, and needs ad comment; it is seel* in 
4lV his sictima, and is further pourtmyed W 
the* JLetfters which compose this little; vo? 
lume- They wer$, written at different pe- 
ripc|s, ( wbjle he was on the circuit as a judge. 
r|?jbey proive how much the. happiness of his 
children was the object of his constant so* 
licitude. Loving them so sincerely, he 
could^not but address to them the best of 
his understanding. , Whatever conduct would 
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carry them most comfortably through thin 
world into a blessed eternity, we may be 
sure' he would recommend ; and such pre- 
cepts only would Jie give them, as he had 
found by expedience were conducive to so 
desirable an end. Many books on such* 
topics have been composed for the sole pur- 
pose of bemg published, and what they 
contain is therefore sometimes the result of 
ingenious speculation; but these Letters 
were purely designed for private use, and 
every word of them is practical wisdom. 
Let them be read then with that confctaoqe 
and prepossession, with which, a? hjSHHtfn. 
children, we should have naceive^tneavdad 
by the blessing of Htaqen* &ey, will foot >f*ft 
of producing a good eff*pt \ •■ > •'':« »«>r. 

t i ** "Air 
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DKAJt CHILDREN, 

I i^tewded to have been at Alderle* faia 
WMtstmtide, desirous to renew those Counsels 
and Advices which I have often giveh ydu^in/ 
toieRJWij^^'greatest concernment $/ nan^ery, 
t^ere»li«t^g'^od^tJ Svelfore 6fybur Souls 
hereafter, and the?dWe ordering of your Lives 
and conversations here. 

And although young people are apt, through 
their own indiscretion, or the ill advice of 
others, to think these kind of entertainments 
but dry and empty matters, and the morose 
and needless interpositions of old men; yet 
give him leave to tell you, that very well 
knows what he says, these things are of more 
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importance and concernment to you, than ex- 
ternal gifts and bounties, (wherein) neverthe- 
less I have not been wanting to you, according 
to my ability. 

This was my intention in this journey ; and 
though I have been disappointed therein, yet 
I thought good, by letters and messages, to do 
something that might be done that way for 
your benefit, that I had otherwise intended to 
have done in person. 

Assure yourselves, therefore, and believe it 
from one that knows what he says, from one 
that can. neither have any reason or end to de- 
ceive you j that the best gift I can give you is 
good Counsel; and the best counsel I can give 
you is that which relates to your greatest import 
and concernment -> namely, Religion. 

.And therefore since 1 cannot at this time 
deliver it to you in person, I. shall do it lay ftis 
letter, wherein I shall not be very ^arge^ b,ut 
Keep myself within the bounds prqpe^ foe $ 
letter, and to those things only, ajt #u£ time, 
which may be most pf present, u^an/1 moment 
to you ; and by. your due p^er^ance of these 
directions, I shall have a goo4 character, both 
of your dutifulness to God, your obedience to 
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your Either, and abo of your discretion and 
prudence; for it is most certain* that as Re r 
ligion is the best means to advance and certify 
human nature, so no man shall be either truly 
wise or truly happy without it, and the love of 
it; no, not in this life, much less in that which 
|s to come. * 

First. Therefore every morning and every 
evening, upon your knees, humbly commend 
yourselves to the Almighty God in Prayer, 
begging his mercy to pardon your sins, his 
grace to direct you, his providence to protect 
you ; returning him humble thanks for all his 
dispensations towards you, yea, even fbr his 
very -corrections and afflictions j intreating him 
to give you wisdom and grace, to make a 
.sober, patient, humble, profitable use of them, 
and in his due time to deliver you from them; 
concluding your prayers with the Lord's Prayer. 
This will be a certain means to bring your 
mind into a right frame, to procure you com- 
fort and blessing, and to prevent thousands of 
inconveniences 'and mischiefs, to which you 
will be otherwise Subjected* l 
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' Secortdiy. Every morning *r&adi Berufttafy 
and reverently a portion of the Holy 8crin6o«^ 
and* 'acquaint yourself with the bptorjtaaJcid ? 
doctrine thereof: it is a book fuH of-ffighfeanri * 
wisdom, will' make' you ■ wise to sterna! ISej • 
and furnish you with directions and prinriqilesv^ 
to guide and order your life safely : and prmo 

denfly. -'-';&>•* 

• ■ • v 

Thirdly: Cor/elude every evening with read* > 
ing some part of the Scripture, and Prayer in 
yotir Family. 

* Fourthly. Be strict and religions observers 
of %he Lord's-day. Resdrt to - your paiisjb**- 
chtirch twice that day, if your health wiU^er* 
mit, and attend diligently and reverently to the 
public prajrers^and sertnbnsr; .^ Hafcarfriai trea- 
sonably expect alrte&iiigtfrtawCtati tftnr rest bf-: 
the week; that negtectshiB drityto God,dn<tbfli 
due consecration tif tkfe *k^i< taftheefJeoBrb 
serVice and fluty to God; which* thw'daya re*: 

- fifthly. Receive the-Saerarn to t at least . 
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>s ioujkhe ymvstwd oftftner, *atf)er£is 
ocp«akH^ V iifly6iiriperi9fcr€jUwib», Ttetowof., 
thfiJand^f>eqf«ire;this> and thetl&w ofiyou^&a-,, 
vMmsiB^drto it, ami the la?w of dutyajuj .gfPc.- 
titpfe tofukes it of you. > Fi?epwe ^rfrejyes , 
seriefcjri^fbr tUs service beforehand, and ^r-, 
form jt roth* reference and thankfulness. « T^e 
neglect of this duty procures great inconveni- 
ence and strangeness : and commonly the neg- 
lect hereof ariseth from some conceited opinion, 
that -people inconsiderately take. up*, but most, 
ordinarily from a sluggishness of miadyajKLan, 
unwillingness to fit and prepare the mind for 
itj:or to' leave some sinful ot vein course t^at 
mem are not willing to kfrve, and jsfccanijenin 
the africtjnis in *he yaftjce oft » 

^rfifctshlv; BdWararof .thosQitbatnga a^outta 
seduer you iltamnthat: vttigicfife rwbareinr. you,, 
hate beeoi brought up- bithierto, • namely,,, tfy^ 
trae^teaiaa* Bettgiotou *t i».M* unknown. 
tedAny^thafcohsenres tb&jitate «£,thingi iu the 
world, how many erroneous religions are jcat- 
tered abroad in the world 5 and how industri- 
**»?{ men Jof frfsdse^peiJuaftk**, areata wake 
proselytes. There are Antinomians, Quakers, 



4$ LETTER "I. 

Anabaptists, and divers others* that go about 
to mislead themselves and others- nay, al- 
though the laws of this kingdom, and especially 
the statute of 23 Eliz. cap. 1. have inflicted the 
severest penalty upon those that go about to 
withdraw persons to the Romish religion, from 
the religion established in England, as any 
man that reads that statute may find j yet there 
are scattered up and down the world divers 
factors and agents, that under several disguises 
and pretences, endeavour the perverting of 
weak< and easy persons. Take heed of all such 
persuaders. And that you may know and ob- 
serve the better, you shall ever find these arti- 
fices practised by them : 

— They will use all flattering applications 
and insinuations to be master of your humour - s 
and when they have gotten that advantage, 
they that seemed before to serve you, will then 
command you, 

—They will use all possible skill to raise 
in you jealousy and dislike, towards those 
that may otherwise continue and keep you in 
the truth: as, to raise dislike in you against 
your minister; nay, rather than faily to raise 
dissention among relations ;■ yea, to cast jea- 
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tansies and surmises, among them, if it may be 
instrumental to corrupt them. 

—They will endeavour to withdraw people* 
from the public ministry of God's word ; en- 
courage men to slight and neglect it ; and when 
they have once effected this, they have a fair 
opportunity to infuse their own corrupt prin- 
ciples. 

— They will engage you, by some means 
or other, to them; either by some real, but 
most ordinarily by some pretended kindness or 
familiarity ; that, in a little time, you -shall not 
dare to displease them: you must do and apeak 
what they will have you, because some way or 
other you are entangled with them, or engaged 
toUhem; and then they become your gover- 
nors-; ' and 'you will not dare to contradict or 
disobey them. 

■" These are some of those artifices, whereby 
crafty and subtle seducers gain proselytes, and 
bring men under captivity. 

• . Seventhly. Be very careful to moderate 
'your Passions, especially of choler and anger : 
iff 'infhtmta the blood, disorders the brain, and, 
for the time* exterminates not only religion, 
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but oanunoa aseaaoaii^itttpUt^dtlwrf^ild ;l#rtp 
confusion, and throws wild*fifie into tta4o$guft 
whereby men gfre others advantage against 
them : it renders a man incapable of doing his 
d^ toi<ik)d T ari ipntfi a aafto uffflBK&ta of 
violence; unrighteousness and iinjiHitiea^o 
roen^ ' therefofeikeep ybnr pvmtomWMtM 4&v 
dptujsy and" matter as stries a chains ag £gu 
would' ketrp an <udraly curst mastiff tLookto 
ft* dhafrfyoi? give.it not too much line at, first j 
fcttt >?fn & bath gotten any fire within yon* 
quench* itvpresdntty iwth consideration, and let 
it not fereak out into passionate or, jaurajy 
Words or actraos : but;- whatever you do, Jet it 
notygangtoiteimtomatide^ikvy, or^pfre. > t/,-- 

Eighthly. Send* your children early to 
learn, their Catechism, 'that itheyitnay/fcfte in 
the time priticiplfcrof religion t^tones^wfejc^ 
may grow up sf ithrthenv tank hafe*tu&Je Afcfflt 
both to the knowted^and^praeti^of .&$ jt^at 
they may escape the danger of ><wwiptij0ihjty 
en*r or vice, temgi -totecedentJy <$^«)$J(«t} fift 
better -principles** - -v«f .»•'."; rr f* wo'f m .«?». I 

Ninthly. Receive the blessings of God 
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with Very'mtfoh^hartkfulawafl to hist* for 
is^e 1 rottt and fountain* of all the good t you 

th/^GT can receiVe, > ,.<,.,,?• 



•< 



I M..' 



T '. 



: " TfcntMy. Bear all afflictions and cross** 
patiently* it is your duty 5 for afflictions come 
no* from the dust. The great God of hearon 
and earth is he, that sends these messengea* to 
fort; though/ possibly, evil occurrences >may 
be the immediate instruments of themL Ydu 
owe to Almighty God an infinite subjection 
and obedience, and to expostulate with*h*m;js 
rebellion 5 and as it is your duty, so- it is your 
wisdom and your prudence: impatience >w*ll 
not discharge your yoke; but it wt&< makecit 
gall the worse, and sit the harder. 






Eleventhly. Learn not only patience under 
^oufc*fcfflfetfons, but also 'profitably -to knprote 
ftftfn to' your soul's good/ Learn by them, 
Mow vain and unprofitable 4hinga the Wort*, 
B4d'uti<ffttar< pleasure* thereof are/ that a sfcssfp 
of U J11!^et4ng sickness ^readBre utterly tasteless. 
Learn how Tain and weak a tbhlg Human- na- 
ture is, which is pulled down to the gates of 
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death, and .clothed with rottenness and corrup- 
tion, by a little disorder in the blood, in a 
nerve, in a vein, in an artery. And. since we 
have so little hold of a temporal life, which is 
shaken and shattered by any small occurrence, 
accident, or distemper 5 learn to lay hold of 
Eternal Life, and of that Covenant of peace 
and salvation, which Christ hath brought fox 
all, that believe and obey the Gospel of peace 
and salvation: there shall be no death, no 
sickness, no pain, no weakness, but a state of 
unchangeable and everlasting happiness- And 
if you thus improve Affliction, you are gainers 
by it ; and most certain it is, that there is no 
more probable way, under heaven, to be de- 
livered from affliction (if the wise God see it 
fit) than thus to improve it : for affliction is* a 
messenger, and the rod hath a voice y and that 
is, to require mankind to be the more patient, 
and the more humble, and the more to acknow- 
t ledge Almighty God in all our ways. And if 
men listen to this voice of the rod, and con- 
form to it, the rod hath done his errand 5 and 
either will leave a- man, or at least give a man, 
singular comfort, even under the sharpest af- 
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fliction. And this affliction, which is but for 
a moment, thus improved, will work for us an 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 

; , Twelfthly, Reverence your minister : he is 
a wise and a good man, and one that lores 
yoj*,. and hath a tender care and respect for 
yflu. ( Do not grieve him, either by neglect or 
disrespect. Assure yourselves, if there be any 
person that sets any of you against him,, or 
provokes or encourageth any of you to despise 
or neglect him, that person, whoever he be, 
loves not you, nor the office he bears. And 
therefore, as the laws of the land* and the 
Divine Providence, hath placed him at Aldjer- 
ley* to have a care of you* ,spute $ so I mwt tall 
you, I do expect you should reverence and ho- 
novr^him, for his own, for your, and for his 
office! 4ake. - j 

• , . , • • < ' . , • 

And now I have written- this long epistle to 
you, to perform that office for me that I should 
have dooe^n person* if I could have taken this 
journey. The,epistleu3>long; hut. it had beon 
longer, if I had had more time. And though, 
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perchance, some there may be is the wodd, 
that when they hear of it, will interpret it to 
be but the excursions and morose rales of oM 
Age, unnecessary, and such as might have 
been spared ; yet I am persuaded, it will find 
better acceptation thereof from you that are 
my Children. I am now on the shady side of 
three-score years : I write to you what you 
have often heard me in substance speak; And 
possibly when I shall leave this world, you will 
want such a remembrancer as I have been to 
you. The words that* I now, and at former 
times have written to you, are words of truth 
and soberness 5 and words and advices that 
proceed from a heart, full of love and affection 
to you all. If 1 should see you do amiss in 
any thing, and snould not reprove you, or' if I 
should find you want counsel and direction, 
and should not give it, I should not perform 
the trust of a Father ; and if you should not 
thankfully receive it, you would be somewhat 
defective in the duty you owe to God and me, 
as Children. As I have never spared my pone 
to supply you, according to my abilities, and 
the reasonableness of occasions, 00 1 have sever 



OK tfELU&lON. 49 
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^3^pkdxm&cf; arid fitteHfy? in tlie o*i 
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LETTER II. 



ON SPEECH. 



CHILDREN, 

I thank God I came well to Farrington this 
Saturday, about five of the clock, and because 
I have some leisure time at my inn, I could 
not spend that time more to my own content- 
men^ and your benefit, than by my letter to 
give you all good Counsel: the subject 
whereof, at this time, shall be concerning 
Speech 5 because much of the good or evil, 
that befalls persons, doth occasionally happen 
by the well or ill managing of that part of hu- 
man conversation. — I shall, as I have leisure 
and opportunity, at other times, give you my 
directions concerning other subjects. 

And herein I shall advise you, First, how you 
are to entertain the Speeches of others, accord- 
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ing to the divers varieties thereof. Secondly, 
how you are' to manage' and order your own 
Speech. 

As concerning the firmer, observe these di- 
rections : 1. Observe, and mark as well as you 
may, what is the temper and disposition of 
those persons, whose speeches you' hear j whe- 
ther they be grave, serious, sober, wise, dis- 
creet persons : if they be such, their speeches 
commonly are like themselves, and well de- 
serve your* attention and observation ; but if 
they be light, impertinent, vain, passionate 
persons, their speech is, for the most part, ac- 
cording 5 and the best advantage; that you 
will gain by their speech, is but thereby to 
learn their dispositions, to discern their fail- 
ings, and to make yourselves the more cau- 
tious, both in your conversation with them, 
and in your own speech and depdrtnient ; for 
in the unseemliness of their speech, you may 
better discern and avoid the like in yourselves. 

2. If any person, that you do not very well 

know to be a person of truth, sobriety, and 

weight, relate strange stories, be not too ready 

» 

or easy to believe them, nor report them' after 
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him: and yet (unless he be one of your fa- 
miliar acquaintance) be not too forward to 
contradict him > or, if the necessity of the oc- 
casion require yon to declare your opinion of 
what is so reported, let it be modestly and 
gently, not too bluntly or coarsely :• by this 
means, on the one side, you shall avoid being 
abused by your too much credulity; on the 
other side, you shall avoid quarrels and dis- 
taste. 

3. If any man speak any thing to the dis- 
advantage or reproach of one that is absent, be 
not too ready to believe it ; only observe and 
' felcnember it : for it may be it is not true ; or 
it is not^ajl true $ or some other circumstances 
were mingled with it, which might give the 
business reported, a justification, or at leasi an 
allay, an extenuation, or a reasonable excuse. 
In most actions, if Jtfyat which i* bad alone, or 
seems to be so, be reported, omitting that 
which is good, or the circumstances that ac- 
company it, any action may be easily misrepre- 
sented: be not too hasty, therefore, to believe 
a reproach, till you know the truth, and the 
whole truth. t 



4. If any person report unto you opriie in* 
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jury done to you by another, either in words or 
deeds, do not foe over hasty in believing it, nor 
suddenly angry with the person so accused j for 
possibly it may be false or mistaken : and how 
unseemly a thing will it be, when your cre- 
dulity and passion shall perchance carry you, 
upon a supposed injury, to do wrong to him 
that hath done you none $ or, at least, when 
the bottom and truth of the accusation is 
known, you will be ashamed of your passion. 
Believe not a report, till the party accused be 
heard 3 and, if the report be true, yet be not 
transported either with passion, hasty anger, 
or revenge, for that will be your own torment 
and perturbation. Ever, when a person is ac- 
cused or reported to have injured you, before 
you give yourself leave to be angry, think with 
yourself, Why should I be angry, before I am 
certain it is true? or, if it be true, how can I 
tell how much I should be angry, till I know 
the whole matter? Though, it maybe, he hath 
done me wrong, yet possibly it is not so much 
asjtis represented ; or it was done by mistake; 
ox, it may be, he is sorry for it. I will not be 
angry* t*U I know there be cause; and if there 
be cause, yet I will not be angry till I know 
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the whole cause; for till then (if I must be 
angry at all), yet I know not Jiow much to be 
angry: it may be, it is not worth my anger; 
or, if it be, it may be it deserves but a little. — 
This will keep your mind and carriage, upon 
such occasions, in a due temper and order $ and 
will disappoint malicious or officious tale- 
bearers. 

5. If a man, whose integrity you do not 
very well know, makes you great and extraor- 
dinary professions and promises, give him as 
kind thanks as may be, but give not much 
credit to it. Cast about with yourself, what 
may be the reason pf this wonderful kindness : 
it is twenty to one, but you will find something 
that he aims at, besides kindness to you: it 
may be he hath something to beg, or buy of 
you, or to sell to you 5 or some such bargain 
that speaks out at last his own advantage, and 
not yours ; and if he serve his turn upon you, 
or if he be disappointed; his kindness win grow 
cool. 

6. If a man flatter and commend you to 
your faoe,or to one that he thinks will tell you 
of it, it is a thousand to one either he hath de- 
ceived, and abused you some way, or means to 
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do so. Remember the Fable of the jFtoav com- 
mending the singing of the, Grow, when she 
had somewhat in her mouth that the Fox 
liked. 

7* If a person be choleric, passionate, and 
give you ill language, remember, 1. Rather to 
pity him, than to be moved into anger and 
passion with him; -for most certainly, that 
man is in a distemper and disorder: observe 
him calmly, and you shall see him in so 
much perturbation and disturbance, that you 
will easily believe he is not a pattern to be 
imitated by you; and therefore return not 
ehokr, nor anger, for angry words; for you 
do buttput yourself into a khid of frenzy, be- 
cause yon see him so. 2. Be *ure you return 
not railing, reproaching, or Periling, for re- 
vitiag ; for it doth but 'kindle /more heat 5 and 
you will find silence, or at least very gentle 
words, tthe most exquisite revenge of reproaches 
that can be : for either It will cure the4isfcMt- 
per in the other, and make him see and be sotry 
for has passion, or it will torment him with 
«oare perturbation and dkrturbance. But, 
howsoever, it keeps your innocence, gtoes you 
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a deserved reputation of wisdofn and modera- 
tion, and keeps up the serenity and composure 
. of your mind : whereas, passion and anger do 
make a man unfit for any thing, that becomes 
. him as a Man, or as a Christian. ^ 

1 -\ 8. Some men are excellent in knowledge 4f 
. husbandry, some of planting, some of garden- 
ing, some in the mathematics, some in one 
kind, some in another. In all your conversa- 
tion learn, as near as you can, wherein the 
skill and excellence of any person lies, and put 
him upon talk of that subject ; and observe it, 
. and keep it in memory or writing: by this 
, means, you will glean up the worth and ex- 
. eellence of every person you meet with j and,, 
, at an easy rate, put together that, which may 
be for your use upon all occasions. 

9. Converse not with a liar or a swearer, 
or a man of obscene or wanton language $ for 
, either he will corrupt you, or at least it will 
hazard your reputation to be one of the like 
making : and if it doth neither, yet will fill 
your memory with such discourses, that will 
be troublesome to you in after-time 5 and the 
returns of the remembrance of the passages, 
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which you long since heard of this nature, will 
haunt you, when your thoughts should he bet- 
ter employed. 

Now, as concerning your own Speech, and 
how you are to manage it, something may be 
collected out of w hat goes before ; but I shall 
add some things else. 

1. Let your Speech be true. Never speak any 
thing for a Truth, which you know or beUere 
to be false : it is a great sin against God, that 
gave you a tongue to speak your mind, and. not 
to speak a lie : it is a great offence against Hu- 
manity iteelf 5 for where there is no tougb, 

* * * 

there can be no safe society between man Hfcd 
man r and it is an injury to the speaker ftp 
besides the base disreputation it casts upon him, 
it doth in time bring a man to that baseness of 
■Bind, that he can scarce tell how to tell truth, 
or to avoid lying, even when he hath no colour 
of necessity for itj and in time, he cornea to 
such a pass, that as another man cannot be- 
lieve he tell* a truth, so he himself scarce 
knows whea he -tells a lie. . And observe it, a 
lie ever returns, 'Witti discovery and shame at 
the last. s 

d5 
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2. As youmjust be careful nQt t# lie, so you 
must .avoid coining near it. You must not 
equivocate: you must not speak that abso- 
lutely, which you have but by hear-say, or re- 
lation ; ydu muat no£ speajc thaj, as upon 
knowledge, which you have but by conjecture 
or opinion only. 

3. Let your Words be few j ,especi##y~ 
w^ten your better?, or stranger*, or men of 
more experience ,or understanding, are in 
place $ for you do yourself at once two great 
mischieft: — }. You betray and discover your 
own weakness and folly. 2. You rob yourself 
of that opportunity, which you might other- 
wise have, to gain knowledge, wiscjoro, and 
experience, by hearing those that you silence 
hy your impertinent talking. 

4. Be not over-earnest, louxj, or violent in 
Talking, for it is unseemly ; and earnest, and 
loud talking, make you overshoot and lose your 
business : when you should be considering and 
pondering your thoughts, and how to express 
them significantly and to the purpose ; you are 
striving to keep your tongue gping, and to 
silence an opponent, not with reason but with 
noise. 
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5. Be careful aot to interrupt another ia 
his talk. Hear him out : von will understand 
him the better, and be able to give him the 
better answer. It may be, if you will give 
hhm leave, he will say somewhat more than 
'you have yet heard, or well understood, ot 
that which you did aot expect, 

6. Always, before you speak, especially 
where the business is of moment, consider 
before-hand 5 weigh the sense of your mind 
which you intend to utter; think upon the 
expressions you intend to use, that they be sig- 
nificant, pertinent, and inoffensive : and whereas 
it is the oirifln&ry course of inconsiderate pec- 
eons, to speak their w*>rds, end then to think; 
or not to think till they apeak; think firet, and 
apeak after, if it be ia any matter of moment 
or seriousness. 

7. Be willing to speak weU of the absent, 
if you do not know they deserve ill ; by this 
means, you shall make yourself many friends; 
and sometimes an *mdeserved onmmendation 
is not lost, to the party to whom it is given. 
I have known some men, that have met with 
an undeserved commendation, out ef shame of 
being, worse than they have been reported 



60 LETTER II. 

secretly to take up practicea.answerable to their 
commendation, and so to make themscjtaQMls 
good as they are reported. 

8. Be sure you give not an ill report to any 
that you are not sure deserves it. And in most 
cases, though a man deserves ill, yet you 
should he sparing to report h£m so. In some 
cases, indeed, you are bound in honesty^ and 
justice to . give that account, concerning the 
demerit or default of a person, that he de- 
serves : as, namely, when you are called .to 
give testimony for the ending of a controversy^ 
or when the concealing of it may. harden and 
encourage a person in an evil way, or bring 
another into danger. In such cases, the very 
duty of charity binds you to speak your know~ 
ledge j nay, your probable fear or suspicion 
of such a person : so it be done for prevention 
of greater .inconvenience, and in love, . and 
especially if the discovery be made to a person 
that hath a superintendence, care, or authority 
over the person complained of; for this t is> an 
act of love and duty. But for any person 
maliciously, busily, and with intent to scan* 
dalize another, to be p>hi$perjog tales and 
stories to ihe~ prejudice, of another, this- is a 
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fault. If you know any good of any person, 
speak it* as you have opportunity; if you know 
any evil, speak it, if it be really and prudently 
done for the good of him, and the safety of 
others j otherwise, rather choose to day 
nothing, than to say any thing reproachfully, 
maliciously, or officiously to his prejudice. 

9. Avoid swearing, in your ordinary com* 
muinication, unless called to it by the magis- 
trate : and not only the grosser oaths, but the 
lesser j and not only oaths, but imprecations, 
earnest and deep protestations. As you have 
the commendable example of good men, to 
justify a solemn oath before a magistrate, so 
you have the precept of our Saviour forbid- 
ding it otherwise. 

10. Avoid scoffing, and bitter and biting 
jeering, and jesting, especially at your friend's 
condition, credit, deformity, or natural defects 
of any person $ for these leave a deep impres- 
sion, and are a most apparent injustice: for 
were you so used, you would take it inwardly 
and amiss j and many times such an injury 
cosfef a man dear, when he little thinks of it. 

11. Be very careful that you give no re- 
proachful, bitter, menacing, or spiteful words 
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to any person, nay, not to servants, or other per- 
sonsof an inferiorcondiikm ; and that uponthese 
considerations : — 1. There is not the mealiest 
person, hut you may stand in need of him in 
one kind, or at some time or another : good 
words make friends, bad words make enemies : 
it is the best prudence in the worjd, to make 
as many friends as honestly you can, especially 
when it may be done at so easy a rate a* a 
good word ; and it is the greatest folly that 
can be, to make an enemy by ill words, 
which do not at all any good to the party that 
useth them. 3. Ill words provoke ill words 
again ; and commonly such ill words as are 
gained by such a provocation, especially of an 
inferior, stick closer, and wound deeper, than 
such as come Unprovoked by ill language, or 
from an equal. 3. Where faults are committed, 
they may, and by a superior must, be reproved : 
but let it be done without reproaches or bit- 
terness, otherwise it loseth its due end and 
use 5 and, instead of reforming the offence, 
exasperates the offender, and makes km 
worse, and gives him the cudgel to strike 
again 5 because it discovers your own weak- 
ness, when you are reprehending another, and 
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lays you justly open to his reproof, and makes 
your own but scorned and disesteemed. I 
press this the rather, because, most ordinarily, 
ill language is the folly of children, and of 
weak and passionate people. 

12. If there be occasion for you to speak 
in any company, always be careful, if you 
speak at all, to speak latest ; especially if 
strangers are in company : for, by this means, 
you will have the advantage of knowing the 
sense, judgment, temper, and relations of 
others, which may be a great light and help to 
you in ordering your speech ; and you will 
better know the inclination of the company, 
and speak with more advantage and accepta- 
tion, and with more security against giving 
offence. 

13. Be careful that you commend not 
yourselves : it is the most unuseful and un- 
grateful thing that can be. You should avoid 
flattery from others, but especially decline 
flattering of yourselves : it is a sign your 
reputation is small and sinking, if your own 
tongues must be your flatterers or com- 
menders ; and it is a fulsome and unpleasing 
thing for others to hear it. 
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14. Abhor all foul, unclean, and obscene 
speeches : it is a sign that the heart is -corrupt 5 
and such kind of speeches will make it worse : 
it will taint and corrupt yourselves and those 
that hear it, and brings disreputation to those 
that use it. 

15. Never use any profane speeches j nor 
make jests of Scripture expressions. When 
you use the names of God or of Christ, or 
any passages or words of the Holy Scripture, 
use them with reverence and seriousness, and 
not lightly, vainly, or scurrilously $ for it is 
a 'taking Of the name of God in vain. 

' * 16. If you hear of any unseemly expres- 
sions used in religious exercises, you must be 
careful to forget, and not to publish them 5 T>r 
if you at all mention them, let it be with pity 
and sorrow, not with derision or reproach* 

17* Do not upbraid any, or deride any man 
for a pious, strict, or religious conversation ; 
for, if he be sincere, you dishonour God and 
injure him $ if he be a hypocrite, yet it jb 
more than you know 5 or, if you know him 
to be such, yet his external piety and strictness 
is not his fault, but his dissimulation and 
hypocrisy $ and though his hypocrisy be to be 
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. detested hav external piety and religion is to 
be' commended, not derided. 

f IB. Have as little conversation as is pos- 
sible with obstinate Heretics, or persons 
obstinately perverted in matters of religion j 

. as Papists, Quakers, Anabaptists, Antinomians, 
Enthusiasts, and the like : but especially -con- 

• verse not with them in matters of religion, 
for, instead of converting them by your per- 

. suasions to the truth, you shall but harden 
them the more, and endanger yourself. They 

- are to be dealt withal in these matters, e(nly by 
persons of great abilities ; for a perverted, 
corrupted' mind, and obstinate spirit, carries 
in it a contagion, as infectious, and much 
more dangerous, than the plague in the body, 
where their opinions meet with a young and 

- weak opponent. 

And thus, Children, as the time and my 
. remembrance would give me leave, I have set 
down some observations concerning this sub- 
ject, for your direction and practice : what is 
, wanting, you may abundantly supply by reading 
the wise counsels' of Solomon, in his Book of 
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Proverbs. Read these my directions often, 
think of them seriously, and practise them 
diligently : though they seem but dry and 
ordinary things, yet you will find them useful 
in your conversation $ which will be every day 
more evident unto you, as your judgment, 
understanding, and experience inorease. 

I have but little more to write at this time, 
but to wish and command you to remember 
my former .counsels that I have often given 
you. Begin and end the day with private 
prayers to God, upon your knees 5 read the' 
Scriptures, often and seriously ; be attentive 
to the public worship of -God, in the church ; 
keep yourselves still in some good em- 
ployment ; for idleness is the devil's oppor- 
tunity, and the nursery of vain and sinful 
thoughts/ which corrupt the mind, and dis- 
order the life. Let the Girls take care of 
such business of my family, as is proper for 
them 5 and their recreations may be walking 
abroad in the fields, in lair or frosty mornings, 
some work with their needle, reading of 
history or herbals, setting of flowers or herbs, 
practising their music, and such innocent 
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V 

and harmless exercises. Let the Boys be 
diligent at their books, and when they have 
performed their tasks, I do not deny them 
such recreations as may be healthy, safe, and 
harmless. Be you all kind and loving one to 
another, honouring your minister, not bitter 
or harsh to my servants. Be respectful to 
all. Bear my absence patiently, cheerfully, 
and faithfully, Do all things as if I were 
present among you, and beheld you ; for you 
have a greater Father than I am, that always, 
and in all places, beholds you, and knows 
your hearts and thoughts. Study to requite 
the love, and care and expense of your 
father for you, with dutifulness, observance, 
and obedience to him ; and account it an 
honour, that God hath given you an oppor- 
tunity, in my absence, by your care, faithful- 
ness, and industry, to pay some part of that 
debt, that, by the laws of nature and gratitude, 
you owe unto me. Be frugal in my family, 
but let there be no want: provide conveniently 
for the poor that come to my door. And I 
pray God to fill all your hearts with his grace, 
fear, and love; and to let you see the ad van- 
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tage and comfort of serving him 5 and that 
his blessing, and presence, and comfort, and 
direction, and providence, be with you, and 
over you all* 

I am your ever loving father, 

MATTHEW HALE. 
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LETTER III. 



ON KEEPING THE LORD'S DAY. 



CHILDREN, 

When I last lodged in this place, in my joiuv 
ney up to London, I sent you from hence divers 
instructions concerning your Speech $ and how 
you should manage it; and required you to 
take copies of it, and to direct your practice 
according to it. I forgot to inquire of you, 
whether you had taken copies of it, but I hope 
you have ; and I do again require you to be care- 
ful in observing those, and my former directions 
given to you, some in writing, and many more 
by word of mouth. I have been careful, that 
my Example might be a visible direction tp 
you ; but if that hath been defective, or not so 
full and clear a pattern of your imitation, espgr 
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cially in respect of my different condition from 
yours, yet I am certain that those Rules and 
Directions, which I have at several times given 
you, both in writing, and by word of mouth, 
have been sound, and wholesome, and season- 
able -, and therefore I do expect that you should 
remember and practise them : and though your 
young years cannot yet, perchance, see the rea*- . 
son and use of them ; yet assure yourselves, 
time and experience will make you know the 
benefit of them. In Advice given to young 
people, it fares with them, as it doth' with 
young children that are taught to redd, or with? 
young school-boys that learn their grammar 
rules: they learn their letters, and then they 
learn to spell a syllable, and then they learn to 
put together several syllables to make up a 
word • or they learn to decline a noun, or to 
form a verb', and all this while, they under* 
stand not to what end all this trouble is, nor' 
what it means. But when they come to be able 
to read English, or to make a piece of Latin; 
or to construe a Latin author, then they find 
all these rudiments were very necessary, and to 
good purpose ; for by this means they come to 
understand what others hare written, and- to 
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know what they knew and wrote, and thereby 
improve their own knowledge and understand- 
ing. Just so it is with young people, in re- 
spect of counsel and instruction: when the 
father, or the minister, or some wise and un- 
derstanding man/ doth sometimes admonish, 
sometimes chide and reprove, sometimes in- 
struct, tbey are apt to wonder why so much 
ado, and what they mean, and it is trouble- 
some and tedious, and seems impertinent; and 
they are ready to say within themselves, that 
the thoe were better spent in riding, or hunt- 
ing, or merriment, or gaming 5 but when they 
come to riper years, then they begin to find- 
that those instructions of the ancient are of ex- 
cellent use, to manage the conversation, and 
to direct the actions, and to avoid Incowreftl- 
encies, and mischiefs, and' miscarriages, to 
which they are subject without the hel£ of 
these counsels. And therefore it hath beei* my 
practice, to give you line upon line, and pre- 
cept upon precept, to enable you to steer and 
order your course of life through an evil and 
dangerous world 5 and to require you to be- 
freqwent in reading the Scriptures> w4fth dwe 
observation and understandings whioh will 



u>* 
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make you wise for this life, and that which is 
to cone. 

I am now come well to Farrington, from 
whence I wrote to you my former instructions 
concerning your Words and Speech $ and I now 
intend to write something to you of another 
subject, viz. your Observation of the 
Lord's-day, commonly called Sunday:. and 
this I do for these reasons.— 

1. Because it hath pleased .God to cast my 
lot so, that I am to rest at this place upon that 
day ; and the consideration, therefore, of that 
duty, is proper for me and for you : it is opus 
diet in die sua, r the work fit and proper for 
that day.' 

2. Because I have, by long v and sound ex- 
perience, found that the due observance of 
this day, and of the duties of it, hath been of 
singular comfort and advantage to me $ and I 
doubt not but it will prove so to you. God 
Almighty is the Lord of our time, and lends it 
to us ; and as it is but just we should conse- 
crate this part of that time to him, so I have 
found, by a strict and diligent observation, 
that a due observation of the duty of this day, 
hath ever had joined to it a blessing. upbn the 
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rest of my time 5 and the week that hath been 
40 begun, hath been blessed and prosperous 
to me : and on the other side, when I have 
been* negligent of the duties of this day, the 
rest of the week hath been unsuccessful, and 
unhappy to my own secular employments 5 so 
that i could easily make an estimate of my 
successes, in my own secular employments the 
week following, by the manner of my passing 
of this day : and this I do not write lightly or 
inconsiderately, but upon a long and sound 
observation and experience* 

3. Because I find in the world much Loose- 
ness, and Apostacy from this duty. People 
begin to be cold add careless in it, allowing 
themselves sports, and recreations, and secular 
employments in it without any necessity; 
which is a sad spectacle, and an ill presage. 
It concerns me, therefore, (that am your fa- 
ther) as much as I may, to rescue you from 
that sin, which the examples of others, and 
the inclination and inconsiderateness of youth, 
are otherwise apt to lead you into. 

I shall therefore set down unto you parti- 
cularly (and not in generals only) these things : 

s 
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Ik What is the reason and ground of your 
observation of this day. 2. What things 
ought not to he done upon this day, which 
possibly may be lawful upon another day* 

3. What things may be done upon this day* 

4. What things are either fit or necessary to 
be done in order to the sanctification of this 
day. 

Touching the first of these, viz. the reason 
of the observation and sanctification of this 
day : the reasons are these.; — 

1. It is a moral Duty, that since the glo- 
rious God gives me my time, I should con- 
secrate and set apart some portion of that time> 
in a special manner, to his service. 

2. And because the glorious God best 
knows., what portion of time is fit to be pe- 
culiarly dedicated to his service ; that so the 
morality of that time might be determined 
unto some, certainly ; he hath* by his express 
precept, given to his ancient people the Jews* 
limited one Pay of seven, to be that special 
portion of time, which he would have pe- 
culiarly dedicated to his service \ and so to 
conclude, and [gather] into it the morality of 
that duty. 
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3. This seventh portion . of time, under 
the old law given to the Jews, was determined 
by the. precept and command of God, in the 
Fourth Command; and likewise, by his own 
example, confined to the Seventh day from 
the Creation, upon which the Lord rested 
from, his works of creation. 

4. But our Saviour Christ; who is the Son 
of God, blessed for ever, and is Lord of the 
Sabbath. 4 ', — fulfilling the work of our redemp- 
tion by his Resurrection upon the first day of 
the week, and by his Mission of the , Holy 
Ghost, miraculously, the first day of the 
week, and by the secret message of the Spirit 
to the apostles and primitive church,*— hath 
translated the observation of the seventh day 
of the week, to the First day of the week, 
which is our Christian Sabbath: that as our 
Christian baptism succeeds the sacrament of 
circumcision, and as our Christian Pascha, 
the sacrament of the Eucharist, succeeded the 
Jewish passover, so our Christian Sabbath, the 
first day of the week, succeeds the Sabbath of 
the. seventh day of the week $ and that mora- 
lity, which was by Almighty God, under that 

/ 

*Matt xii. 
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covenant, confined to the seventh day, is, by the 
example of Christ and his apostles, to us Gen- 
tiles, transferred to the first day of the week ; 
and that which would have been morally a 
violation of the morality of the Fourth Com- 
mand, under the Jewish Sabbath, is a viola- 
tion of the same Fourth Command, if done 
upon the Christian Sabbath, — though the 
strictness and severity enjoined to the Jews, 
be not altogether the same that is now re- 
quired of Christians. And thus you have the 

• » 

Reason of the obligation, upon us Christians, 
to observe the first day of the week ; because 
by more than a Human institution, the mora- 
lity of the Fourth Command is transferred to 
the First day of the week, being our Christian 
Sabbath ; and so the Fourth Commandment 
is not abrogated, but only the day changed ; 
and the Morality of that Command only 
translated, not annulled. 

Concerning the second. It is certain that 
what is unlawful to be done upon another day, is 
much more unlawful upon this 5 as excess and 
intemperance, and the like sinful and ^unlawful 
actions. But further, there are many things 
that may be lawfully done on another day, , 
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which may not lawfully be done upon this ; 
and many things that are not only lawful upon 
another day, but also fit and decent, which are 
yet unfit to be done upon this day. Upon other 
days we may, and must employ ourselves, in 
our secular and ordinary callings 5 we may use 
bodily exercises and recreations, as bowling, 
shooting, hunting, and divers other recrea- 
tions $ we may study human learning : but I 
hold these to be not only unfit, but unlawful 
to be used upon this day; and therefore re* 
member it Moderate walking may thus far 
be used, so far only as it eaableth you to the 
more cheerful and lively performance of the 
duties of this day ; and therefore I allow you 
to walk soberly about half an hour after dinner, 
to digest your meat, that you be not drowsy, 
nor indisposed in the religious duties of the 
day. Merry, but harmless talking, or talking 
about sports or worldly business, may be used 
' another day, but not upon this. Feastings may 
be sometimes seasonably used upon other days, 
but are not fit upon this day. Let only such 
provision be made upon this day, as may be 
necessary for the feeding of the family and the 
poor ; and therefore I hold that curiosities, 
baking of meats, and superfluous provisions 
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upon this day, are to be avoided, as being on 
unnecessary breaking of the rest of this day, 
and unbeseeming the solemnity of it* 

Thirdly, What things may be done this day, 
is a question of a great latitude ; because cir- 
cumstances are many, that do much diversify 
the actions of men, and many times render them 
lawful or unlawful, according to those varie- 
ties of circumstances. Therefore I shall shortly 
set down those things, that do not of themselves 
directly tend to the sanctification of this day, 
that yet may, and sometimes must, be done 
upon this day : for there were many things that 
;were strictly enjoined to the Jews, in their ob- 
servation of their Sabbath, which were cere- 
monial, and concerned only that state, and do 
not oblige under the Gospel ; as their dressing 
.of meat upon this day was prohibited to them, 
but not to us : and many more things they did 
forbear ana count unlawful, which in truth 
were nut (inly not forbidden, but enjoined and 
commanded ; for which our Lord reproves the 
Pharisees*, who accounted it a breach of the 
Sabbath to heal the sick, or to pluck the ears 

•Matth.xii. 
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of corn for the necessary relief of hunger. 
Therefore, 

1. Works of absolute necessity for man or 
"beasts, may be done upon the Lord's-day. And 
those I call works of necessity, which cannot 
be done before the day, or after, without ap- 
parent danger: as, for instance, stopping of the 
"breach of a sea- wail $ supporting a house that, 
upon a sudden tempest or casualty, is ready to 
fall > pulling out an ox or other beast, fallen 
into a ditch j preventing of a trespass, that by 
a sudden accident, may be occasioned to my 
corn or my neighbour's 5 setting of a broken 
bone ; physic to remove an incumbent or im- 
minent disease, or pain; milking of cows; 
feeding of cattle j the necessary dressing of 
meat for the family 5 and many more instances 
of that kind. But yet therein, great weariness 
and integrity must be used 5 for otherwise 
men, under pretence of necessity, will take the 
liberty to do what they please. Therefore take 
these cautions concerning necessity : 

— That is not a necessity, that excuseth a 
work upon this day, which might have been 
reasonably foreseen and done before the day : 
as, for instance, a man hath a necessity to dress 
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meat for his family, which he might have pro- 
vided on the Saturday, and neglects it, This 
necessity will not justify him, in sending: two 
or three miles to buy meat, upon the Lord's- 
day. 

—That is not a necessity,, which may be 
forborne to be done, without any absolute de- 
struction or loss of the thing, until the morrow. 
If a rick of hay be on fire, I may endeavour to 
quench it on the Lord's-day : but if my corn 
be cut, and lying upon the ground on the 
Saturday; though the weather be rainy, or in- 
clining to wet, I may not make it into cocks, 
or fetch it home upon the Lord's-day j because, 
possibly, Almighty God may send fair weather 
to-morrow; And therefore, in my forbearance, 
I do two duties under one : viz. observe his 
law, and rest upon his providence. ***Men 
make necessities, many times, to serve their 
ease, and sloth, and fancies, when in truth 
there is none; but the business may be de- 
ferred without any danger. If we would be 
more faithful in our obedience to God, we 
should find many pretended necessities, to 
vanish into mere imaginations. 

2. Works of Charity. — Relief of the poor, 
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administering physic upqn, an apparent neces- 
sity, visaing or comforting; the. afflicted,, ad- 
monisjiing the disorderly, persuading peace 
between neighbours offended, and endeavour- 
ing to compose differences which require not. 
much examination, or cannot be deferre4 with* 
out an apparent danger of greater mischief,— 
these, are not only permitted, but commend* 
able, nay commanded upon this day. But if 
the^ business require exammatipn, or may be 
deferred til) to-morrow, then it is best to defer 
such examinations and treaties, between of- 
fended parties, till another day j because they 
will take away too much of the little precious 
portion of time of this day, and may be as well 
done to-morrow. 

» ■ . 

; A* for the fourth, What "is proper, fit, or 
Bftftssary to ^ done, in order to the Sfanctifica- 
{ft!} of tjus day, I will set down particularly : 
for, generals seldom produce any great effect $ 
hecajise every man is apt to construe them, ac«? 
carding to his own mind and liking. 

1» ,1-iKould npt have you meddle with any 
recreations, pastimes, or ordinary work of your 
calling, from Saturday night, at eight of the 

b5 
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dock, till Monday morning. For though I 
am not apt to think that Saturday night is part 
of the Christian Sabbath, yet it is fit then tw 
prepare the heart for it. i -> 

2. Rise at least three hours before morning 
sermon $ and when you have made yourself fully 
ready, and washed, and fitted yourself for the' 
solemnity of the day, read two chapters in the 
Bible ; and then go solemnly to your private 
prayer, and desire of God his grace, to enable 
you to sanctify his day : and, after your private 
prayer, read another chapter; and let your 
reading be with attention, observation, and 
uncovered on your head. 

3. When you are in the public worship and 
service of God, be uncovered all the while of 
reading, praying, or preaching; and if the 
weather be too cold, wear a satin cap. 

4. Kneel upon your knees at Prayer 5 stand 
up at the reading of the Psalms, and at the first 
and second Lessons, and the Epistle and Gos- 
pel, the Hymns and Creeds ; so you shall avoid 
offence, and give the same honour to every part 
of the holy Scripture : but stand not up at read- 
ing of any Apocryphal book, if any happen to 
be read. 
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5. Sit at the Sermon, and be very attentive 
at your prayers, and in your hearing. I com- 
mend your writing the sermon, especially till 
you are one or two-and-twenty years old j be- 
cause young minds are apt to wander: and 
writing the sermon fixeth them, and maketh 
thorn more attentive. 

6. When the minister readeth any of the 
Psalms or Lessons, turn to them in your Bible, 
ami go along with him : it will fasten your at- 
tention, and prevent wandering thoughts. 

7- Be very attentive and serious at Church : 
use no laughing nor gazing about, nor whis- 
pering ; unless it be to ask those by you (some- 
thing of the sermon that you slipped in writing. 
. 8. Sing the Singing Psalms, with the rest 
of the congregation. 

9. After sermon, eat moderately at dinner, 
rather sparingly than plentifully upon this day; 
that you may be fit for the afternoon's exercise, 
without drowsiness or dulness. 

10. Walk half an hour after dinner in the 
garden, to digest your meat ; then go to your 
chamber and peruse your notes, or recollect 
what you remember of the sermon, until it be 

' church-time. ' 
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11. If you are well, be sure you go- to 
church morning and afternoon, and be there 
before the minister begin, and stay till he hath 
ended \ and all the while you are at church, 
cany yourself gravely, soberly, and reverently. 

12. After Evening Sermon, go up to your 
chamber and read a chapter in the Bible ; then 
examine what you have written, or recollect 
what you have heard. And if the sermon be 
not repeated in your father's house,. but be re- 
peated in the minister's house, go to the minis* 
ter*s house to the repetition of the sermon. 

13. In all your speeches, or actions of this 
day, let there be no lightness nor vanity*. Use 
no running, or leaping, or playing, or wrest- 
ling: use no jesting, or telling of tales, or 
foolish stories > no talk about worldly business j 
but let your actions and speech be such as the 
day is, serious and sacred, tending to learn, or 
instruct in the great business of your, know- 
ledge of God, and his will, and your own duty, 

14. After Supper, and prayers ended in my 
family, every one of you going to bed, kneel 
down upon your knees, and desire of God his 
pardon, for what you^have done amiss this day, 
and bis blessing upon what you have heard, 
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and his acceptance of what you hare endea- 
voured in his service. , 

• 1*5, Perform all this cheerfully, and up* 
rightly, and honestly, and count it sot a bur* 
den to you; for assure yourselves you shall 
find a blessing from God in so doing. And 
remember it is your father that tells you 90, 
and that loves you, and will not deceive you j 
and (which is more than that) remember that 
the eternal Goo* hath promised, "If thou turn 
away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing 
thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the 
Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, 
honourable ; and shalt honour him, not doing 
thine own ways, nor finding thine own plea- 
sure, nor speaking thine own words: then 
shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord ; and I 
will cause thee to ride upon the high places of 
the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of 
Jacob thy father : for the mouth of the Lord 
hath spoken it*." 

And thus I have written to you of the ob- 
servation of the Lord's-day; wherein, though 

* 

* Isaiah, lvui. 13, 14. 
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I have omitted many things, that might hare 
been fit to be inserted, yet you must consider, 
that I had but a small portion of time allowed 
me to write, while I lay at an inn, and upon 
that day wherein I have performed those duties 
which I now enjoin you. Let the original be 
laid up safely for >our brother R. and every 
[onej of you take copies of it, that you may 
thereby remember the Counsels of 

YOUR LOVING FATHER* 
October the 90th, 1662. 
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LETTER IV. 



TO ONE OF HIS SONS, 

RECOVERING PROM A DANGEROUS SICKNESS *. 



•ON — 

Although, by reason of the contagiousness of 
your disease, and the many dependents I have 
upon me, I thought it not convenient to come 
unto you during your sickness, yet I have not 
been wanting in my earnest prayers to Almighty 
God for you, nor in using the best means I 
could for your Recovery. 
' It hath pleased God to hear my prayers for 
you, and above means and hopes now to restore 
you to a competent degree of health 5 for which 

1 

* The small pox, which seized him when he was a young 
man, in the prime of life. 
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I return unto him my humble -and hearty 
thanks : and now you are almost ready to oome 
abroad again, therefore I have thought fit to 
write this little book to you for these rea- 
sons. — 

1. Because it is not yet seasonable for you 
to come to me, in respect of these same rea- 
sons above-mentioned, which hitherto have re- 
strained my coming to you. 

8. Because, at your coming abroad, you 
will be subject to temptations, by young and 
inconsiderate company, which, instead of sen* 
ous thankfulness to God for his mercy to you, 
might perchance persuade you to a vain and 
light jollity. And I thought fit to send you 
these lines, to prevent such inconsiderate im- 
pressions, and to meet you just at your coming 
abroad, to season you with more wise and seri- 
ous principles. 

3. Because you are even now come out of 
a great and sore visitation, and therefore, m all 
probability, in the fittest temper, to receive the 
impressions of a serious epistle from your fa- 
ther. 

And I have chosen to put it into this little 
volume, because it is somewhat too long lor a 
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letter, and may be better preserved for your 
future use and memory. 

God Almighty hath brought you to the 
very gates of death, and showed you the terror 
and danger of it : and, after that he had shown 
you this spectacle of your own mortality, he 
hath marvellously rescued and delivered you 
from that danger, and given you life, even 
from the dead \ so that you are as a man new 
born into the world, or returned to life again, 
which now you seem, as it were, to begin. 
You have passed through those two great dis- 
pensations of the Divine Providence, those two 
great experiments, that God is pleased some- 
times *to use towards the children of men: 
namely, correction and deliverance, his rod and 
his staff. And therefore, in all reasonable con* 
jecture, this is the most seasonable time to give 
you a lecture upon both, and those admonitions 
which, may be, render the one and the other 
profitable unto you. And this I shall endea- 
vour to do in these following lines. 

You shall not need to fear that I intend to 
upbraid you with the errors of your you,th, or 
to expostulate with you touching them ; for I 
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do assure you I do from my heart forgive you 
all your follies and miscarriages. And I do as- 
surejnyself that you have repented of them, and 
resolved against them for the time to come ; 
and that thereupon, God Almighty hath also 
fully forgiven what is past : and this is a great 
assurance thereof to me, in that he hath so 
wonderfully restored you, and given you, as it 
were, a new life, wherein you may obey and 
serve him better than ever you yet did. And 
therefore, if in this letter there be any touches 
concerning former vanities, assure yourself they 
are not angry repetitions, but only necessary 
cautions for your future ordering of your 
life. 

The business of these papers is principally 
to commend unto you two general remem- 
brances, and certain results and collections 
that arise from them : they are all seasonable 
for your present condition, and will be of sin- 
gular use and benefit to >ou in the whole en- 
suing course of your life. 

first. I would have you, as long as you 
live, remember your late sickness in all its cir- 
cumstances, and these plain and profitable in 
ferences and advices that arise from it, 
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Secondly. I would have you remember, as 
long as you live, your great deliverance, and 
the several circumstances of it, and those neces- 
sary duties that are incumbent upon you in re- 
lation thereunto. 

It is evident to daily experience, that while 
afflictions are upon us, and while deliverances 
are fresh, they commonly have some good effect 
•upon us; but as the iron is no sooner out of 
the fire, but it quickly returns to its old cold- 
ness and hardness, so when the affliction or de- 
liverance is past, we usually forget them, count 
them common things, attribute them to means 
and second causes : and so the good that man- 
kind should gather from them vanishes, and 
men grow quickly to be but what they were 
■before they came ; their sick-bed promises are 
forgot, when the sickness is over. 

And therefore 1 shall give you an account 
of your sickness and of your recovery ; and let 
them never be forgotten by you. As often as 
those spots and marks, in your face are reflect- 
ed to your view from the glass; as often as 
this paper comes in your sight j nay, as often 
as you open your eyes from sleep, which were 
once closed, and likely never to open again $-— 
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so often, and more often, remember your sick- 
ness and your recovery, and the admonition? 
that this paper lends you from the considera- 
tion of both. 

First. Therefore, touching your late sick- 
ness, I would have you remember these par- 
ticulars. — 1. The disease itself, in its own 
nature, is now become ordinarily very mortal, 
especially to those of your age. Look upon 
even the last year's general bill of mortality $ 
you will find near two thousand, dead of that 
disease the last year ; and had not God been 
very merciful to you, you might have been One 
of that number, with as great likelihood as 
any of them that died of that disease, 9. It 
was a contagious disease, that secluded the ac- 
cess of your nearest relations. 3. Your sick- 
ness surprised you upon a sudden, when you 
seemed to be in your full strength. 4. Your 
sickness rendered you noisome to yourself, and 
all that were about you ; and a spectacle full 
of deformity, by the excess of your disease 
beyond most that are sick thereof. 5. It was 
a fierce and violent sickness : it did not only 
take away the common supplies of nature, as 
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digestion, sleep, strength, but it took away 
your memory, your understanding, and the 
very sense of your own condition, or of what 
might be conducible to your good. All that 
you could do, was only to make your condition 
more desperate, in case they that were about 
you had not prevented It, and taken more care 
for you than you did or could for yourself. 
6. Your sickness was desperate, insomuch 
that your symptoms, and the violence of your 
distemper, were without example ; and you 
were in the very next degree to absolute rotten* 
ness, putrefaction, and death itself. 

Look upon the foregoing description, and 
remember that such was your condition. You 
were as sad a picture of mortality and corrup- 
tion, as any thing but death itself could make: 
remember it; and remember also these en- 
suing instructions, that may make that remem- 
brance profitable and useful to you.— 

L Remember, that " affliction cometh not 
forth of the dust, nor doth trouble spring put 
of the ground*;" but this terrible visitation 
was /sent to you from the wise over-ruling 

... * Job,r. 6. 
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providence of God : it is he that bringeth 
down to the grave, and bringeth up again. It 
is true that this disease may seem common $ 
but you may and must know, that, there was 
more than the common hand of God in send- 
ing it upon you in such a manner, and such a 
measure, and at such a season, when you were 
grown up to a competent age and degree of 
understanding to make a due use of it, that, 
you might see his justice in afflicting you, and 
his goodness in delivering you from such a 
danger. 

II. Remember that Almighty God is of 
most .infinite wisdom, justice, and mercy. He 
hath excellent ends in all his dispensations of 
his providence. He never sends an affliction, 
but it brings a message with it : his rod has a 
voice, a voice commanding us to search and 
try our ways, and to examine ourselves whether 
there hath not been some great sin against 
him, or neglect of duty to him ; a voice com- 
manding us to repent of what is amiss, to 
humble ourselves under his mighty hand, to 
turn to bim that striketh us, to seek to him by 
prayer for deliverance, to depend upon him by 
faith in his mercy and power, to amend what 
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is amiss, to be more watchful, circumspect, 
and obedient to him in the future course of our 
lives, to fear to offend him. And if a man 
hear this voice, God hath his end of mercy 
and goodness, and man hath the fruit, benefit, 
and advantage of his affliction, and commonly 
a comfortable issue of it. Read often and at- 
tentively the 33d chapter of Jpb, from the 
beginning to the end. 

III. Remember how uncertain and frail a 
creature man is, even in his seeming strongest 
age and constitution of health ; even then, a 
pestilential air, some evil humour in his blood, 
some obstruction, it may be, of a little vein or 
artery, a little meat ill digested, and a thousand 
small occurrences may, upon a sudden, with- 
out any considerable warning, plunge a man, 
into a desperate and mortal sickness, and bring 
a man to the grave. Remeinber this terrible 
sickness seized upon you suddenly, pulled 
down your strength quickly, and brought you 
to the very brink of the grave. And though 
God hath recovered you, you know not how 
soon you may be brought into the like con - 
dition. 

IV. Remember, therefore, that you make 
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and keep your peace with God, and walk in his 
fear in the days of health, especially after so 
great a deliverance, and that for very many 
reasons. — 1. You know not whether you may 
not be overtaken with sudden death, and then 
it will be impossible for you to begin that 
work. 2. If you have sickness to give you 
warning of the approach of death, yet you 
know not whether that sickness may not sud- 
denly take away your senses, memory, or un- 
derstanding 5 whereby you may be disabled to 
make your peace with God, or to exercise any 
serious thoughts concerning it. 3. But if that 
sickness give you fair warning, and take not 
away your understanding, yet your own ex- 
perience cannot choose but let you know that 
pain, and weakness, and distraction of mind, 
and impatience, and unquietness, are the com- 
mon attendants of a sick-bed, and render that 
season at least very difficult then to begin that 
greatest, and solemnest, and most important 
business of a man's life. 4. But if your sick- 
ness be not so sharp, but that it leaves you 
patience and attention of mind for that great 
business, how do you know whether your 
heart shall be inclined to it > Repentance and 
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conversion to God is his gift, though it must 
be pur endeavour. And though the merciful 
God never refuseth a repenting returning of- 
fender ; yet how can a man that all the time 
.of his health hath neglected Almighty God, 
refused his invitations, and served his lusts and 
his sin, expect reasonably that God, in the time 
of sickness, when the man can serve his sins 
no longer, will give him the grace of repent* 
ance? 

— Whatever you do, therefore, be sure you 
make your peace with God, and keep it in the 
days of your health, especially after so great a 
deliverance from so desperate a sickness. 

V. Remember that your condition is never 
so low, but that God hath power to deliver 
you, and therefore trust in him 3 but remem- 
ber withal, that your condition is never so safe 
and secure, but you are within the reach of his 
power to bring you down. You are now, by 
the mercy of God, recovered from a terrible 
sickness, think not with yourself that your 
turn is now served, and that you shall have no 
more need of him, and therefore that you may 
live as you list, and never regard your duty to 
him} deceive not yourself herein 5 remember, 

F 
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that this sickness, within two or three days, 
brought you upon your knees, even from a 
seeming state of health. The case is the same 
still, nay much worse, if this affliction make 
you not better. Almighty God called you to 
love, and serve, and obey him, by the still 
voice of his word, by the persuasion of your 
friends, by the advices and reproofs of your 
father j and, when these were not so effectual 
(as I know you now wish they had been), he 
sent a messenger that spake louder, that would 
be heard, even this terrible sickness $ and most 
certainly, if you have heard the voice of this 
rod (as I am hopeful you have), and thereupon 
entirely turn to your duty to God in all sin- 
cerity and obedience, it is the happiest provi- 
dence that ever befel you; and you will, upon 
sound conviction, conclude with the. Prophet, 
" It was good for me that I was afflicted." 
But, on the other side, if, notwithstanding 
this voice of the rod, you shall, after your re- 
covery, turn again to folly, and vanity, and 
excess, and harden yourself against this mes- 
senger, know for certain, you are within the 
reach of the Divine Justice and Power : " And 
if you walk contrary to him, he will walk 
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contrary to you, and punish you yet seven 
times for your sins*.'* I therefore give you 
that counsel, that our Lord gave to him that 
he had healed : " Behold thou art made whole, 
go thy way and sin no more, lest a worse thing 
befal thee." There is no contesting with Al- 
mighty God : he is ready and easy to be recon- 
ciled to the worst of men, upon humiliation 
and true repentance 5 but he is not to be 
mastered or conquered by obstinacy and oppo- 
sition : " Who hath hardened himself against 
him and prospered f V 9 

VI. I would have you remember, that sick- 
ness, as well as death, doth undeceive man- 
kind, and shows them where their true wisdom 
lies. When a young man, especially, is in the 
full career of his vanity and pleasures, he 
thinks that religion and. the fear of God, and 
walking according to his Word, and the serious 
practice of duties of religion towards God, 
prayer unto him, making our peace with him, 
are pitiful, low, foolish, and inconsiderable 
matters 3 and that those that practise them are 
a sort of brain-sick, melancholy, unintelligent 

•^Lcvit xxvi. 24. t Job, ix. 4. 
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persons, that want wit or breeding, and under- 
stand not themselves or the world ; that they 
are mere empty fancies and imaginations, 
whimsies, Puritanism, and I know not what 
else : but, on the other side, they think they 
are the brave men that live splendidly, deny 
themselves no pleasure, can drink, and. roar, 
and whore, and debauch, and wear the newest 
fashions. It may be, this gallant or wise man 
comes to be taken with a fit of sickness, that 
tejls him he must die, death is at the door, his 
glass is almost out, and but a few sands left in 
it ; and then the man becomes quite of another 
judgment : he cries out of his former foolish- 
nessj he finds his pleasures, and intemperance, 
and excess, are not only perfect follies, but 
madness, vexation, torment 5 and religion and 
prayer to God, and devotion and peace with 
God, they are now in request 5 and now no- 
thing but declamations against those courses, 
which in his health he valued as the only 
wisdom ; and nothing but promises of amend- 
ment, and reformation of life and devotion to 
God: so sickness hath undeceived the man, 
and given him a true and rectified judgment 
concerning wisdom and folly, quite contrary 
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to what he had before. Therefore I would 
have you to recollect yourself, and (if the vio- 
lence of your disease left you at any time the 
use of your reason), bethink yourself what 
opinion you then had of intemperance, wasting 
of time, unlawful lust, or any of those sins 
that formerly pleased you ia your health $ whe- 
ther they did not appear to you in your sickness 
very vain, foolish, vexing things, such as you 
wished never to have been committed 5 and, on 
the other side, what opinion you had in your 
sickness touching piety towards God, hearing 
of his Word, calling upon his Name, redeem- 
ing of time, modesty, temperance : whether 
those actions of your life past, that savoured of 
these, were not comfortable and contenting to 
you in your sickness 5 whether your purposes 
and promises, and resolutions of your sick-bed, 
were not full of such thoughts as these, — If it 
please God to recover me, I will never be such 
a fool as I have been ; I will never drink to 
excess, mispend my time ; I will never keep 
such evil company as I have done \ I will be 
more devout towards God, more obedient to 
his Word, more observant of good counsel, 
and the like. And, if you find it to be so, I 



103 LETTER IT. 

must desire you to remember, that affliction is 
the school of wisdom ; it rectifies men's judg- 
ments : and I must again desire you to keep 
your judgment right still, and let not the re- 
covery of your health become the loss of your 
wits } but in your health retain that wisdom 
your sickness taught you, and practise what 
you then promised : " Remember he is the 
wisest man, that provides for his latter end *." 
VII. Remember, by your former sickness, 
how pitiful and inconsiderable a thing the 
body of man is ; how soon is the strength of 
it turned to faintness and weakness, the beauty 
of it to ugliness and deformity, the consistency 
of it to putrefaction and rottenness $ and then 
remember, how foolish a thing it is to be 
proud of such a carcase 5 to spend all, or the 
greatest part of our time in trimming and 
adorning it ; in studying new fashions, and new 
postures, and new devices to set it out; in 
spending our time and provisions in pampering 
it; in pleasing the appetite: and yet this is 
the chief business of most young men of this 
age. Learn, therefore, humility and lowli* 

* Deut zzxii. 29. 
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ness : learn to furnish thy noble and immortal 
part, thy soul, with religion, grace, know- 
ledge, virtue, goodness 5 for that will retain 
it to eternity. How miserable is that man's 
condition, that whilst sickness hath made his 
body a deformed, weak, loathsome thing, sin 
hath made his soul as ugly and deformed. 
The grave will heal or cover the deformity of 
the former 5 but the soul will carry its ulcers 
and deformity (without repentance) into the 
next world. Learn and remember, therefore, 
to have thy greatest care for thy noblest part: 
furnish it with piety, grace, knowledge, the 
fear and love of God, faith in Christ. And as 
for thy body, use it decently, soberly, and 
comely, that it may be a fit instrument for 
thy soul to use in this life j but be not proud 
of it, nor make it thy chiefest care and busi- 
ness to adorn, much less defile it. 

VIII. Remember to avoid intemperance 
and sinful lusts. It is true, sickness and 
diseases, and finally death, are, by the laws 
and constitutions of our nature, incident to all 
mankind ; but intemperance, excess of eating 
and drinking, drunkenness, whoring, unclean* 
ness, and disorder, bring more diseases, es- 
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pecially upon young men, and destroy more 
young, strong, healthy jnen, than the plague, 
or other natural or accidental distempers : 
they weaken the brain, corrupt the blood, 
decay and distemper the spirit, disorder and 
putrefy the humours, and make the body a 
very bag full of putrefaction. Some diseases 
are, as it were, specifical, and appropriate to 
these vices : other diseases are commonly oc- 
casioned by them, by their inflammation and 
putrefaction of the blood and humours. And 
all diseases, eren those that are epidemical, 
natural, or casual, yet are rendered by those 
vices far more sharp, lasting, malignant, - 
and incurable, by that stock of corrupted mat- 
ter they lodge in the body to feed those 
diseases, and that impotency that 'these vices 
bring upon nature to resist them. Therefore, 
if you ever expect to have as well a sound 
body as a sound mind, carefully avoid intem- 
perance and debauchery. The most temper- 
ate and sober persons are subject to sickness, 
weakness, and diseases - 9 but the intemperate, 
can never be long without them. 

. And thus I have done with the prospect of 
your disease; and at least many of these 
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profitable uses you may gather from the 
remembrance of it. 

I shall now, in the second place, put you 
in remembrance of your deliverance, touching 
which you must remember.—- 1. That it was 
a great, eminent, and extraordinary deliver* 
ance : you need no other evidence of it, than 
by looking back upon the greatness and 
severity of your disease before-mentioned. 
2. It was a deliverance by the immediate 
power and mercy of that God that sent you 
the visitation. 

Una eademque manu$, vulnus opemque tu- 
Ttf *. If you had been delivered by the im- 
mediate efficacy of means, yet you are blind 
if you see not that the efficacy of means 
depends upon the providence of God : it is he 
that provides it, and that makes means effectual. 
But in this deliverance, God hath pleased to 
hedge up, as it were, your way from attribut- 
ing it to means $ and hath given you an in- 
dication that it was done by his own immediate 
power, and that he delivered you above and 

* The hand that gave the wound, administered the cure. 
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beyond means. It is true, you bad a very 
able and careful physician, and very great 
attendance and care was used about you. But 
when your physician, and all that were about 
you, began to despair of your recovery ; when 
means proved ineffectual ; when the strength 
of nature was exhausted and baffled by your 
disease; God Almighty, upon a sudden and 
beyond expectation, relieved you, and, as it 
were, by his own hand brought you back from 
the very threshold of the grave. And this he 
did, that you and all about you, and all your 
relations, might take notice of it, that it was 
he that did it. 

And thus Almighty God hath exercised 
towards you two great experiments, the first 
of his severity, the second of his mercy. 
And as your sickness and rod had its voice 
(a loud and sharp voice), so your recovery and 
deliverance hath its voice also ; a sweet, gen* 
tie, and (I hope) effectual voice $ and I will, 
as shortly as I can, tell you what it is.— 

I. Remember this benefit: remember it 
was reached out unto you, from the mere 
power, goodness, and mercy of God. Re- 
member evermore in your heart and soul to be 
thankful to him for it. Remember, as long as 
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you live, upon all occasions to acknowledge it ; 
daily to return upon your knees humble thanks 
for it, to him that had regard to you, and 
remembered you in your low estate -, to him 
that forgave your iniquities, and healed your 
disease ; to him that did this for you, when all 
means failed ; that did it for you, when you 
had not the understanding to call upon him 
for it j to him that did it for you that deserved 
it not 5 for you that had provoked him, and 
neglected him top much in the time of your 
health. This God it was that thus delivered 
you. - Read often the 103d Psalm attentively, 
and apply it to your own condition : it will 
do you good. 

II. Remember to acknowledge this good- 
ness of God with all humility. Your deliver- 
ance was not the purchase of your own power, 
nor of your own desert : it was an act of the 
free and undeserved goodness of God. What 
Almighty God said by Moses unto the Israel* 
ites*, I shall say to you with some variation : 
Understand, therefore, that the Lord thy God 
hath not given thee this deliverance for thy 

* Dent. ix. 4, 6. 
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righteousness 5 no, it is the mere effect of his 
own goodness, and to give you opportunity 
to praise him, and serve him, better than ever 
you did before. 

III. Remember that although great deliver- 
ances require your great acknowledgments, 
yet there is somewhat more required j namely, 
a real practical glorifying of God, by ordering 
your conversation aright, by. serving him, 
pleasing him, obeying him, living to his ho- 
nour. This Almighty God expects, as well as 
praises and acknowledgments. As the end of 
God,' in afflictions, is to make men better, so 
the end of God in deliverances is to mak;e men 
better 5 and if we are not the better men by 
both dispensations, we do, as much as in us 
lies, disappoint Almighty God in his design, 
and disappoint ourselves of the benefit and. 
advantage intended in both, and easily to be 
gained by both. This, therefore, is the voice ' 
Of this deliverance : it calls sweetly, and 
gently indeed, but earnestly and effectually 
for amendment of life; and that upon two. 
great and moving arguments.— 1. -Your re- 
covery and great deliverance calls for this 
from you, upon the account of common in- 
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genuity and good nature, which obligeth a 
man to be observant and dutiful to his bene- 
factor. God Almighty is the greatest bene* 
factor, and hath manifested himself such to 
you, upon a visible and eminent account : 
this is engagement enough, upon the account 
of common humanity, to be dutiful and obedi- 
ent to him. When, therefore, you are at any 
time, by the temptation of your own corrup- 
tion, or by the solicitation of evil persons, 
solicited to evil actions, consider thus with 
yourself : Is this a becoming return to that 
God that hath thus wonderfully delivered me } 
Is this the requital that I shall make to him 
for his mercy ? Shall I please a vain lust, or a 
vain companion, and displease the great God 
of heaven and earth, that hath thus delivered 
me, and done me more good tban all the world 
could ever do me, or tban I can ever recom- 
pense ? ' Do ye thus requite the Lord, O ye 
foolish people, and unwise ? Is not. he thy 
Father. that hath bought thee? hath he not 
made thee, and established thee* ? ' 
. IV. This mercy calls for your obedience to 

•Dent, mil 6. 
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God, in an eminent manner, upon the account 
of common prudence and discretion. The 
benefit of your obedience to him will be your 
own, your own happiness in this life, and in 
that to come. There is no greater moral se- 
curity against future dangers and troubles, 
than obedience and reformation of life, upon 
great deliverances received $ nor is there any 
greater invitation of new troubles and mis- 
chiefs, than ingratitude, disobedience, and 
great sins, after great mercies and deliverances. 
There is a kind of certain and infallible con- 
nection between great sins, (after great 
mercies received,) and great judgments to 
follow \ Ingentia bene/una, ingentia peccata, 
ingentia supplicia*. Again, as I have for- 
merly told you, you do not know how soon 
you may stand in need of the same mercy and 
goodness of God, which you have formerly 
found : you are never out of the reach of his 
power, and the necessity of his help. What- 
ever you do, therefore, never disoblige him by 
whom you live, and whose- extraordinary 
mercy you may stand in need of, you know 

* Great benefits—great sins— great punishments. 



ON SICKNESS. HI 

not how soon. There is nothing in the world 
d6th more provoke God than neglect, forget- 
fulness, or wilful disobedience after signal mer- 
cies. These provoke the merciful God to a 
severity of the highest kind, because the sweet- 
est and most obliging call of mercy and de- 
liverance is neglected. Read the first chapter 
of the Proverbs attentively. 

And the merciful God hath given us a plain 
rule and method how he may be served, 
obeyed, and pleased : he hath given us a plain 
discovery of his will in the Scriptures of both 
Testaments. Read that often : you have it by 
you, and you need not go far to find what is % 
your Maker's will, and what that obedience is 
that he requires, as the return of this and all 
other his mercies. Yet T think it not amiss to 
mind you of some particulars, that may be 
useful for you upon this occasion, and to di- 
rect you how particularly to improve it, and 
so order your future life in some measure an- 
swerable to it.— 

1. I would have you make it your first 
business, after your perfect recovery, to con- 
sider the course of your life past, since you 
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came to the age of discretion, and see what 
hath been amiss in it : whether you have not 
neglected religion, and the duties of it too 
much $ as prayer, hearing the word preached, 
observing the Lord's-day, receiving the Sacra- 
ment: whether you have not been guilty of 
intemperance, excess of drinking, wantonness, 
uncleanness, idleness, mispending your time, 
and those supplies which have ' been allowed 
you for your maintenance : whether you have 
not too much delighted in vain, and sinful, and 
disorderly company, vanity and expense in ap- 
parel. And if any such, or the like faults 
have been, repent of them, be sorry for them, 
resolve against them ; and let the future course 
of your life be amended in relation thereunto. 
I have before told you that your heavenly Fa- 
ther hath forgiven you, and I have forgiven 
you ; neither do I mention these things to up- 
braid you for them, but that you, upon the 
consideration of what hath been amiss, may be 
thereby the better enabled to rectify and set in 
order your future life. If this be done and 
practised, I will reckon your late sickness and 
distemper one of the greatest blessings that 
ever befel you. 
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2. I would have you always keep a habit 
of the fear of God upon your heart. Consider 
his presence, order your life as in his presence * 
consider that he always sees you, beholds, and 
takes notice of you, and especially whether you 
carry yourself answerable to this great deliver- 
ance. It is one of those talents for which he 
will expect an account from you. 

3. I would have you frequently and thank* 
fully consider of the great love of God in Jesus 
Christ, whom he hath given to be the in- 
structor and governor, and sacrifice for the sins 
of you and all mankind, through whom, upon 
repentance, you have assurance of the remis- 
sion of your sins, and eternal life \ and fre- 
quently consider, how great an engagement 
this is upon you, and all mankind, to live ac- 
cording to such a hope and such a mercy. 

4. I would have you, every morning, read 
a portion of the Holy Scriptures, till you 
have read the Bible from the beginning to the 
end. Observe it well, read it reverently and 
attentively, set your heart upon it, and lay it 
up in your memory, and make it the direction 
of your life: it will make you a wise and a 
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good man. I have been acquainted somewhat 
with men and books, and have had long ex- 
perience in learning, and in the world : there 
is no book like the Bible for excellent learn- 
ing, wisdom, and use ; and it is want of un- 
derstanding in them that think or speak other- 
wise. 

5. Every morning and every evening, upon 
your knees, with all reverence and attention of 
mind, return hearty thanks to God for his 
mercy to you, and particularly for this deliver- 
ance : desire his grace to enable you to walk 
in some measure answerable to it 5 beg his 
providence to protect you, his grace to direct 
you, to keep you from evil actions, and evil 
persons, and evil occurrences $ beg his pardon 
for your sin, and the continuance of his favour, 
always concluding with the Lord's Prayer. 

6. Observe conscionably the Lord's-day, to 
keep it holy. Avoid idle company, idle dis- 
course, recreations, and secular employments 
upon that day; Resort twice that day to the 
public prayers and sermon : come early to it, 
be attentive at it, keep your eyes and mind 
from roving after vain thoughts or objects; 
and spend the rest of that day, that is free from 
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necessary occasions, in reading the Scriptures, 
or some good books of divinity. 

7. Once every term at least, come pre- 
paredly and reverently to the Holy Commu- 
nion; receive it with great reverence and 
thankfulness, and due consideration of the 
end of its institution. Renew your covenant 
with Almighty God that you made in bap- 
tism, and to live soberly, righteously, and 
godly before him ; and beg his grace and 
strength to perform it. 

And as those directions before do more 
specially relate to Almighty God, and your de- 
portment immediately towards him, so these 
that follow more especially relate to yourself 
and others, and your moral conversation: 
therefore,— 

8-. Be very moderate in eating and drink- 
ing. Drunkenness is the great vice of the 
time j and by drunkenness I do mean, not 
only gross drunkenness, but also tippling, 
drinking excessively, and immoderately, or 
more than is convenient or necessary : avoid 
those companies that are given to it ; come 
not into those places that are devoted to that 
beastly vice, namely, taverns and ale-houses ; 
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avoid and refuse those devices that are used to 
occasion it, as drinking and pledging of 
healths; be resolute against it, and when 
.your resolution is once known, you will never 
be solicited to it. The Rechabites were com- 
manded by their father not to drink wine? and 
they obeyed it, and had a blessing for it. My 
command to you is not so strict ; I allow you 
the moderate use of wine and strong drink at 
your meals : I only forbid you the excess, or 
unnecessary use of it, and those places and 
companies* and artifices, that are temptations 
to it. 

9. Avoid wanton and lascivious actions.* 
speeches, and company. Read Proverbs, ii. 
&» 6> 7, 9. A whore hunts for the precious 
life of a man; and that vice brings a ruin 
with it to the body, soul, and estate. If you 
cannot conveniently contain yourself in a single 
life, and be of competent health, marry ; but 
with the advice and counsel of your father, 
while he lives. 

10. Be frugal of your time (it is one of the 
best jewels we have), and to that end avoid 
idleness : it consumes your time, and lays you 
open to worse inconveniences. Let your re- 
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creations be healthy, and creditable, and mode- 
rate, without too much expense of time or 
money. Go not to stage-plays, they are a 
most profuse wasting of time. Value time by 
that estimate we would have of it, when we 
want it : what would not a sick man give for 
those portions of time of health, that he had 
formerly improvidently wasted. 

11. Be diligent in your study and calling : 
it is an act of duty to Almighty God that re- 
quires it, and it wiH be your wisdom and bene- 
fit : it will be a good expense of time, a pre- 
vention from a thousand inconveniencies and 
temptations that otherwise will befal a man : 
it will furnish you with knowledge and under- 
standing, give you the advantage and means 
of a- comfortable and plentiful subsistence, and 
make you a support, comfort, and benefit to 
your friends and country. 

.12. Be frugal in your expenses : live within 
the compass of that exhibition that God's pro- 
vidence, and your father's abilities, shall sup- 
ply you withal : it is enough to maintain an 
honest provident man, and ten times more will 
not be enough for a profuse mind. A frugal 
man wfll lire comfortably and plentifully upon 
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a little \ and a profuse man will live beggarly, 
necessitous^, and in continual want, whatever 
his supplies be. 

13. In all your expenses consider before* 
hand,— Can I not be well enough without this 
that I am about to buy ? Is there an absolute 
necessity of it ? Can I not forbear till I am in 
a better condition to compass it ? If I buy or 
borrow, can I pay ? and when ) and am I sure? 
Will this expense hold out? How shall I 
bring about the next quarter, or the next year } 
> — If young men would but have, the patience 
to consider and ask themselves questions of the 
like nature, it would make them considerate in 
their expenses, and provident for the future; 
and these considerations will, in a special man? 
ner, concern you in respect of your father's 
great expenses for you, which, though I have 
forgiven and forgotten, I would have you re* 
member with gratitude and caution. 

14.. The vanity of young men in loving 
fine clothes and new fashions, and valuing 
themselves by them, is one of the most childish 
pieces of folly that can be, and the occasion of 
great profuseness and undoing of young men. 
Avpid curiosity and too much exnensiveness in. 
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your apparel: let your apparel be comely, 
plain, decent, cleanly, not curious or costly: 
it is the sign of a weak head-piece to be sick ] 
for every new fashion, or to think himself the 
better in it, or the worse without it. 

15. Be careful what company you consort 
with 5 and much more careful what persons 
you grow intimate with. Choose sober, wise, 
learned, honest, religious company : you will 
gain learning and wisdom, and improve your* 
self in virtue and goodness, by conversing with 
them. But avoid debauched, foolish, intern* 
perate, prodigal, atheistical, profane company, 
as you would avoid a plague: they will cor- 
rupt and undo you ; they are a sort of the most 
pitiful fools in the world $ and familiar ac- 
quaintance and conversation with them will 
endanger to make you like them. 

16. Weigh and consider your words, be- 
fore you speak them ; and do not talk at ran- 
dom, or at a venture. Let your words be few, 
and to the purpose. Be more ready to hear 
others, than to speak yourself. Accustom 
yourself to speak leisurely and deliberately : it 
will be a means to make you speak warily an4 
considerately. 
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4 : 17. Be y«fy *x&fv\ ;**Hspe.aX truth; ***! 

b#ware <of lying, ^AMjWg^^phWttg-tP 
GqoV sft U is offensive Iftjnan 5 amiftl^j^^t 
the latter end returns to the reproach opxtjaajj- 
yia^tfage-of him that uscth it :' it » an evidence of 
& weak and uamanly mind. Be careful* tfeat 
you Relieve not hastily strange news, aajd 
stfangg stories ;. and be much more careful that 
yoj|4«HDOt-repprt them, though aMhejetigpajl 
Jbaifti ; jfor if it prove an untruth (is commojajgr 
strange stories prove so), it brings an, -im- 
putation of levity upon him that reports ity an/1 
possibly, some disadvantage to others, * * 

18 f Take heed what you promise : seejfeat 

it be just, and honest, and lawful, and w^afjs 

in your power honestly and certainly tf> j*0r- 

forpij. and when you have so promfee4*£)|t 

true, to your word. It is for the ipost.parfelfee 

fashion of inconsiderate and young men^r^ff- 

peciaHy that run in debt) they will wi&<grt*t 

.asseverations promise precise payraenfejftMhfc 

or that day, when either they crijmnljrJyHpr 

they cannot perform, or at least Jiaije TO pro- 

.babjk*aesurance that they e*n dp it >- nuljHbfn 

,tfcejr 4air*u is served tbajr*W «ff c ta^ajp4>in 

, performance, as they- wjs* brfa^ Jj&rak ia 
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their promises. Breach of promises and lying 
are much of * nature, and commonly go to- 
g e ther, and are arguments of an impotent and 
unmanly mind. 

19. Beware of gaming. It is the sudden- 
est consumption of an estate that can be j and 
that vice seldom goes alone : commonly de- 
bauchery of all kinds accompanies it. Besides, 
it makes a man of a wild, vast, and unsettled 
mind; and such men are impatient of an 
honest calling, or of moderate or honest 
gain. 

90. Run not into debt either for wares 
sold-, or money borrowed : be content to want 
things that are hot of absolute necessity, ra- 
ther than to run upon the score : such a man 
fays at the latter end a third part more than 
the principal comes to, and is in perpetual ser- 
vitude to his creditors ; h>es uncomfortably ; 
Is necessitated to increase his debts to stop his 
creditors' mouths; and many times rails into 
desperate courses. 

tl. Be respectful to all, familiar and inti- 

^matje with few: be grateful to your beuefac* 

tat*; especially to those who, under God, were 

instrumental lor your good/ in your late sick* 

o 



ac*vsa«i rcfatni your thanks to tiiei§v<a $»»* 
iMlor tfcafre§M»e4 a***** ft* yo»* *ieeo*e*f? 
tntydai doctor, that m oimHi^'W^ 
about you j to those that attended you*fe» yoir 
ftkidttiM; to those that, together * with> your 
ttfeer* eften payed teOed for you* reoaeeiyi 
a**Vtet*hltesing aaoa tins afflwotion,~wfrns* 
AaaKsyoir shall iad^tsoiepartkriarlykE***} 
bsU^abare all, t* Almighty €k>dy wh& riofcltf^r 
provided ftad blessed the mean** bat' saved efci 
^differed yoa above means, and when ttttftfeft 
failed. •'•* 

- «. Easily, I shaUeonohidfi with o*e advice 
laeat, without the observance whereof ^byle* 
hour m writing this long epistle' wilH>e>teM 
bably fruitless : be not wise in yonr eNttfdMfe 
Mk! This is the unhappy error, and'iaany 
time* eke ruin of young hue* *q*e«afla^WM£ 
are usually rash, giddy, and f nc^nridereW, IMfe 
yet extremely confidentof that whkftil^y fca** 
feast *easo<i to trust, namely, taefr*bw#%§cta£ 
standing, which renders them' rrkm iOmwh 
from *ben% that are w*»i»£ ttottosfc s*to™f& 
alhto^ ehewi, impatient of reproof, 'leWlfeftfe 
flattened, *nd «o hHome&mpM&dt&^W* 
**a*e coaixse}, dQ itiwir «s«l«hhiN^i^%#w«l 



Swpiocl therefor* your own judgment r mM^i 
ofte* with yow father, especially i« ail things 
tf. moment : be glad of hk counsel* aadnte 
contented and willing to follow it, ami to 
guide your life according to it; at leaet taj 
lipaseae of age* obeerrataon, and experfeteo) 
haw enabled yon better to adriac yourseifc 
Shi* jrai eaay, and ready and cheap way of 
ajtfainjty wisdom, and avoiding of infinite in?* 
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A«d thus I have* in thia long* epietlc, gmu 
ymif t h ftm en na how you may isbprpve both yew 
aiek#e88i and recovery, to the glory a€ <aad» 
aa^ yonr owft, benefit. 

j ..Jt, shall therefore conclude with two ate* 
ejdaratianaj that may the more engage youvto 
ftfe goe of both tbeee dispensations 
<7n I., The danger ia great, if afiietioaa make 
IH* a fW^iwre humble and dutiful; and? th* 
dan^, is #ei great*?, if great ddwara»ce*«m} 
meatftm do ftoit make a man mora thankful and 
%W&ej*>*> ; find \ beta*** it » Ac meafcottifti 
jn^ ^ al^ fi dttw^ibc gracww GocL«m two tc* 
l i aj fc J hc ^fldmaj^ 



/ 
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lift* *rid4fce neglect bT tfau lirttftetioft adds 
m^rsffitttfeand c*ntempt*d the ' negteef titfe 
-* II: The benefit that you > Will r ft 6el»e »fry 
making a good use of these two dis^enstittoas, 
In imfwwinu; your dutifnlae«*s and ofaedtatoe 
itf^CSod, will be singular and excellent 1^.1$ 
"Wfll^nake you a wise main, by making you* 
gotfd fend religious mam Believe it from yra 
'lather, who will not deceive you? nayVbeHere 
ft-from a greater than year father; the **ery 
Spint of Truth, who cannot deceive yam u «He 
true fear of God, is the only true wisdom. 
Read Dent. iv. 6. Job, sxviii. 38. P&alroy eki. 
10. PVtnr. i. 7. Prov. fat. 10. Eccle* ' xh\ *&$ 
and Very many more declarations there'aittfaf 
this great truth.— 2. It wUl nukcyou ahafipy 
man: it will give you the favour aadlove^of 
God/ Which is better than life itself. /¥<*! 
shall have his mercy to pardon you, higSprani- 
dence to protect you, Jits wfedomtb ^direct! y**, 
Ma goodness to bless you, and' (to^wg^d JaUd 
forget* Whatsoever hath: bevetofore^ejeenaildne 
amiss by you: this will make^-aM conditions 
etyrofeiiaMe toyou, whertier Wewddithv stole- 
ness^dr liealtb. By this .oeaiB^^sjkuifas^iAssa 
ttriifbtttoymr fetherv tfeimwt*liof^rdav>- 
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the* iiod,aftte|8iiMbiB^riKp^ T oi©oo4 to your 

*W*flW *3»"^y^*5 ^^^WH^ J"*^ "^*fl^P^^ CT*^Pr^ r'ftF'^f £^ tT^^ 

*0n*pete»t subsistence, in th*» worlds a$4 an 

$nejglajtfing» inheritance of glory and iaMBO*- 

tel«t$tin the., world, to cone. Thus L,haxe 

given yon a large letter, of soandandr goad 

counsel', eet your heart tojt, and. obee^; 4*4 

nvember it. W« see how uA6t«bkonj;1^4es 

«bb< You nor /I know how soon .«Htar?*9r 

i»thxrf us may leave thU worIA: kinayibf, 

*fcia»may 'be the last paper of advice that your 

father may give. you. But .however, H ajwtf* 

please GoJd to deal .with . you.oc me, >teqching 

dbk Qontmuauce inj this woiM* yet ^et^nerlea^e 

ztiuVwith you* in the close of this letter.:— ?Jf 4 

efaattiftnd thati these, directions are dutifuUy oh- 

iaeeved^i shell be ready from timet to time, 

lAfflbly t&atlviee and direct you; and a* I hare 

•passed; by your former extravagancies, se; r I 

whmlio^hereby.have great assurance that 4red 

btaath>&|esjted this visitation to you; button the 

f>attenstfe;>i£i.shfttt find that you negleetxny 

^aoirihatt? I(bat> fan tnake light of theni* *&** 

-ftm jftftNbfpwraito thdee eownmJkMwpLrWF- 

~*iefatbtM$tom*mdi**he e*d, I must the* tell 

^yi^vWhelltpea^^e^you^ and be sorry ft* you 



lit umn it. 

Willi mf heart* bat I shall not easily be per* 
feaded to give any more advftpe or counsels; 
where I £ad them despised ornegjies^pL la 
this paper there are many things omitted, 
wfeteh-nagat name been inserted; bat the eon* 
teaajk reading of the Holy Scriptures will supply 
unto you; that defect : I have; chosen only in 
this paper te mention such tilings which are 
seasonable for you upon this occasion. God 
Almighty hath not been wanting to you in ad* 
monition, correction, mercy and deliverance; 
ttefther hath your lather been wanting to you 
1* education, eounsel, care and' cftpense: 'I 
(flap end Almighty bless all unto you* 1Mb 
fstheptwyerof 

Ifour loving Father, 

MATTHEW HAUL 

:> »;*: 3VJ. <v i-j 

••'..]•- .<• .•>. ] t )> <*tit vt M& 

j ■/'•'■ »»•-..' •) mil' 

* .> • i -. a»a« it*- 

-V' < ''/ib v.t, sins!** 
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WITH THE 

"ACCOUNT OF THfi GOOD 3TEWAftl>. 

J. • 1' '• . '■> * • • ' • . .»• -;• • - ' 

*w. ,• * - » « , x ..* . • 

' '. ' t , • 

> **->» y * > . - 

#» great Lord of the world, hath placed die 
ghttfeea of men hi this earth as fab Steiy&rds $ 
*ad according to the parable in Matthew »r, 
he delivers to every person his Talents, ft stock 
of ad vantages or opportunities. To some he 
eotamtts more ; to some, less; to all, sothe. 
M fTUs stbdiis committed to every person 
MderaTrost, orcharge, to employ the SKtt* 
tb Ways, and to ends, and hi proportion, stat- 
able to the talents thus committed to them* 
a^ to toe measure and ^uaMty of them. • 

Tha finds of thfe deputing of the chUdreni 
of loan ta thte kind of employment of their 
talents are divers : 1. That they may be kept 
in continual action and motion* suitable to 



n^^vfiry tfyxig e\se in the wild ia qan*MMW")< 
iftiiSP^A witf4* to its own, nature, wfcKfe 
is^hft jubject of the wise man's discowfe t, 
•j Aft things axe full of labour.*" % Tha*J* 
%}(. regular motion they may attain ends at 
adf^njtage to themselves 3 for all things are to . 
ordered by ^he most wise God, that every ; 
b§jng hath its own proportionable pejfecfctal.. 
anji. happiness, inseparably annexed ( to that;* 
wajr^and work which his providence haft, 
deigned it unto. 3. That jn, that , due q 

rag^emj^ymept» each jnan inigfrt b*^ 
s<^y T ayaflure serviceable and,ady nn jt ft g f<wtf fo 
aap^en 4 v T,hat although thejgreatXofd efcl 
thip jamilyjcan, receive no advantege.byftt) ^ 
saryjce of his creature, because he is pej&Qfcd 
a^ ^-sufficient in hiwelf; yet.bs i«t6JM*to 
Staff <§?4 P^wse by it, and a complaceofiyim c 
beading a conformity in the cr^u?e,Hto,_Wted 
own^naoat perfect wilt , . 1 ? .« m fliw 

3:0 ^ha.due execuUoft.of 4h^,tr|i8<,c<wmifii > 
ted.^o, the children of. inen, antiV<fof rffceirht 
encouragement in it> he Mfefftqneaed autyeVu 
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wfcrtffcy AB'ffrbmts*', ta»«hfe free a^irittaent 
oMifel *w* gobt} pte&Wre: ' This reward there^ 
firtti ktiottteTitoyi6^sly due to the employment 1 
of **to talent ; 'Jbr'atf the talent is the Lord's, 
sdifr ike strength and ability whereby it Is 
employed 5 but by nis own good pleasure and 
free promise the reward is knit to the work. 
Ittthlft Case therefore, the reward is not de- 
nia^&ble, so much upon the account of the 
dhtttie justice,* as upon the account of the 
divine trufii and fidelity. On the other side/ 
toJ the mal -administration of this trust, there 
is Unfrexed a 'retribution of Punishment 5 and 
this ftttsfentfturaNy and meritoriously : for the 
lato of^eoniroon justice and reason doth most 
jui% Object the creature, that depends in K 
hftpfei&ng Upon his Creator, to the law and wiH 
o£iQfe*Glteater$ and therefore, having received 
ateUtftSftom'his Lord, and together with his 
beitigVfen ability to employ it according to the 
will of his Lord, a non-employment or mis- v 
em£loy*tfei>* thereof, doth most justly oblige 
hfrtftb guilt and panishment, as the natural 
and just ttftgequeat of his demerit. 

Of the Persons that do receive these talents, 
some do employ them well, though in various. 

65 



<Sf^b -so^ie to' did** advlffifiigey tffcte <tf 
ftfe^'^na although tile best'tra^ff^e^rife 
#Rht¥ ot what they should do, and at Iterf 
ate m this respect- unprofitable sfervaH t$ yet 
if there be a faithful, conscientious, and 
sm&re" endeavour to employ that talent to 
their' master's honour, they are accounted 
good ^Stewards $ and the merits of Christ sup** 
j9jr^ faith that wherein they coute short. UJt 
.->,< O n the other side, some persons are 1 un* 
faithful Stewards of their talents ; and these 
are of three kinds : 1. Such as wholly mis-em^ 
pldy their talents, turning them to the disho^ 
rtblir and disservice of their Lord, whlctt they 
should have employed to his servfcfe; and 
these have a double account to make, 'rH. of 
their Talents, and of their Mis-empldymeafe 
%. Such as do not at all employ their 4 tttentf 
but as they do no harm, so they db Tid* £ood 
with/ it : these are negligent Servants/ W&k 
Hive the single, but full account ofttet? TB* 
lentkto make. 3. Sucli as do make sttfflfc fk& 
Of their Talents, but do not produce an itier&kfe 
proportionable to their stock: andso;kH8tigS 
Mey are nctt ' deTjfors for their ivfiofe ^ttflfaftij 
yet are" in arrear and grown beWff*ffi^«M 



^fit^'lfi ***** k° r d * whiqh, without &itit,|flt 
$tyssfe Mid hie merifs coding in to mnk^ Hg 
the sum, will be yenough to east tins* ^ 
pdson, and there keep them to eternity. v , 
% And according to these varieties of de^re^l, 
of good or bad administration, are the degree* 
of Reward or Punishment. He that hatlt aid- 
ministered his trust well, so that'there is a 
gjftjst aecete of his improvement, hath a great- 
er adeem of glory 5 and he that hath less »ur> 
phpsage upon his account* shall have the ton 
disgreeof glory : and on the other *fde, he that 
ftfctfe many talents, and made no improvement 
Us debt and punishment shall be the greater 5 
tie that hath fewer talents, his non-imprttVe* 
Hient leaves hhp a debtor in a less sum, and 
consequently subject to a less punishment. •• 
l)( ' t the great Day of Account wiH be the great 
}9*5 of ^dgwent, when the Lord of the rami* 
l$t of, t^e. whole earth will Call every man to 
Jog account of his stewardship here on earth : 
^|#feia jsjce . may with reverence, and fto the 
^ter< fastening it upon our afbcttons, suppose 
ti^I»td.^iisto bespeaking to all, atodeyeijr 
gl^iq^pei^ttiiftihewerid ■ - ■ , 
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* 

THE CHARGE. 

. , f * Gome, ye children of men, 4s fcfcave lor- • 
meJiy made yen stewards of my blessing* upra 
earth* and committed to every one of you, that 
come to. the use of yo.ur understanding, several 
talents to employ and improve to the honour 
and service of me your Lord and Master} fee 
now I come to call you to render; an> accfthn* 
of your stewardship; and because you shall see 
the particular charge of your several receipts, 
whereunto you may give your answers, behold . 
here is a schedule of the particulars with which 
I .will charge you. Give in your- particular 
answer how yon have employed , and improved 
them, and see you do it truly; for know; Lhwre 
aoontrol and check upon you : a control within 
you, your own . consciences $ • and * . ostihttd 
without .you, my book of remembrance^ 
^hereiaall your receipts, disbursements, 'and 
employments are registered. > t,2 lo 

<j > if First, I have given unto yon all peuri&ettt 
scs; and principally those two great sQpfeMOf 
discipline, your Sight, and your Hearing. ' ' 

> -• "lief** I hare gb*e* unto^om ^oHmklfi. 
«tajidlng*nd Reason? to^be><a ^gnAteofUyovr. 
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actions; and to some of you, more eminent 
degrees thereof. 

-.of^JtaW J bane given yon all Memory, a 
ta*^anry*of4hmgs past, beard, and observed/^? 
/' Jiem. ■ I have given you a Conscience 4o 
direct you, and to check you in your miseanrk 
*gaa*0wnd : to enoourage you in well-doing ; and 
(Mye furnished that conscience of yours with 
Mgfcfo and, principles of truth and practice* 
conformable to my will. 
Vjz Item. I have ki<iopeni to all yonr view,- 
the Works of tny Power and Provideneev the 
heaven** pud the earth, the .conspicuous ad* 
ijtoistration of my wisdom and power in then*, 
:>>*'* ftem.< I have delivered over to year 
vie**,! my more special Providences over the 
nhihirenjo£men,-^he dispensation, of rewards 
hnd punishments, according to emineut deserts 

baa " t flte»v 'I have given you the advantage 
of Speech, whereby to communicate yetnr 
mitHnfrrr 1 ^ another, and to instruct and ad- 
Raa$ag0'Qft*>*POth£i) by the help thereof. 

" jgofe . .1 have given you, Time of life in 
4MpiilfrrJi^4e{flejM some? shorter, 

top pHoa^tmg <of>life> a. season vherato you 
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trusted you withaL , • .. a /* 

r ",ftm. I have delivmd over unto yaM,#*e 
rule/and Dominion over my . C&eatures, allcfw* 
iag yeu the use of them lor your tort, rai- 
ntfttij'and ottar-comreirieneie*. 
- ".Jsmt. Besides these common talent* J 
kaue intrusted yon withal, I have deltas*! 
over to you, and to you, &c. divers syerial airf 
eminent Talents above Others* ro. of rtfes 
Mind* or such as concern you as intellectual 

CMMttiMS* . r(f/ 

. 1. 4€ Groat Learning «nd Knowledge r fet 
the 'works of nature, Arts and Sciences, graat- 
Prudence and Wisdom in the conduct of af r 
fairs, {Elocution,] excellent Education. , , , lt 
«, "Of the Body: A firm and heafcby eon* 
sfitutien, Strength, Beauty, and GomeUfteaa,, 

3. " Of externals : Great affluent* i<tf 
Wealth and Riches; eminence of Fifteen and 
Power, and Honour; great Reputation tjsa£ 
Esteem in the world; great Success in eujefe 
prises and undertakings, public and p*tae$aj; 
relations economical .,.,, lloqr 

4. "Of thing* c£ ^nnxtitatute: Chdt^ 
and, liberal JEduoationj ooua*«l *^,*%fefetfg 



ftkftttVafcd^Juitetott^ftictodfl'; gboYt'fMwsitt 
the place and country where you live;*'tfa4 
written W©Ki*df God acquainting you with my 
will, and the way to eternal life; the Word 
preached by able and powerful Ministers the*e* 
of 5 the Sacramento, both for your imitation 
and confirmation; special and power£almo- 
tiotie and impulses of my Spirit upon your 
eoriseieTices, dissuading from sin, and encou- 
raging in and to holiness ; special Providences, 
abstracting and diverting you from the com- 
mission of things contrary to my will, dis- 
honourable to my name, and hurtful to your- 
selves; Chastisement and Corrections, emi- 
nently and plainly inflicted for sin committed 
by yourselves and others, so that the guilt was 
legible in the punishment; eminent Blessings 
upon the ways of holiness' and virtue, even to 
the View of the world j eminent Restitution 
&tt Deliverances, upon repentance and amend* 
ftent of life ; most clear and sensible Experi- 
ences of my love, favour, and listening to yotrf 
pfttyeYsV to' encourage you to a dependence 
upon me; singular Opportunities' put into 
J^i(and$/6f instructing the ignorant/ de- 
fivertng fht^ppres^d, ptontottng WyTionour/ 
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I have, committed to you, tbou^jiufdiferi^g ■ 
decrees; Give up your accounts, y#u, chgdren 
of men, how you have employed thein." r: > . 

THE ACCOUNT OF v,r 

'° THE GOOD STEWARD. 

1*049* before. I enter into account wijfc.;tty 
Majesty* I must confess, that if thou sbpuldsl; 
enter into judgment with me, and tleau>n4that v , : 
account which in justice thou may est require 
ofm,$, I should be found thy debtor. Jfttyta 
fesa I have not improved my talents according 
to that measure of ability that thou UasA lao£ ^ 
me. 1 therefore most humbly offer unto, .ftffco 
the redundant merit of thy own Son, to supply 
my defects, and to make good what is wanting 
in iqy account; yet according to thy command, 
I do. huinbly render my discharge. of £frgdtet)Bt 
thou hast committed to me, as followetlu- : casd & 

••';.. j - -:: ^'ud I 

« . , . •..•..■.* y^di JarfJ 

IN GENERAL. , _ 

--..,- i • ■-••■• -J.' HiiliDiC 

As to, all the Blessings^ Xatoat^ cfr^rt** orf 
with thouJjast Jni^ate4 n^— ; ,av ./fa I 
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I ^^ WMcdP^t^ Tfe^ with a thatfltfui 
hear*, as-ihfc ofty afttbdr an* giver df tttnl. " < 
Ibavt* Wofced upon tayself "as Unworthy of 

them. •-..-••• — • : 

1 have looked upon them as committed to 
my trust and stewardship, to manage them for 
the ends thatthey were given,— the honour of 
my Lord and Master. 

\ I fare therefore been watchful and sober 
in Hie use arid exercise of them, lest I should 
be unfaithful in them. 

. If I have at any time, through weakness or 
inadvertence, or temptation, mis-employed any 
of *hem, I have been restless, till I have 'in 
softte measure rectified my miscarriage by re- 
pentance and amendment. 



« i t 



« : lj » . i~ 



- II. 

.*>.:;: * - IM PARTICULAK. 

'^Getoeeriirdg my Senses, and the use of 
them:— **• * f ' : - "* 

I have made a covenant with mine Eyes, 
that they should not rove after vanity, or for- 
bidden objects : I have employed them in be- 
holdiilgtor'wfevlftsfef wonder atid wisdbrt. ' 
. I have busied thea* 1 in reading those ob^s* 
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aadWritingsv tfcataiay iriltrttctaRfctoi ttrignat 
coneaamients of eternal Hfte.f • .• • • t > > •>- - tiirt t 

i lave stopt my Ears agaiiiBt'sinild *nd 
unprofitable discourse, and againstalaadefffaig^ 
amd tying, and flattering tongue* - 

I have exeidted tken in listening to those 
firings tint aright iw^eseinyfafc^ knowledge, 
and piety* 

I have kept them open to the cryof *he 
poor and oppressed, to relieve thenr. The rest' 
of. the employments of these and- my other* 
Seines, hove been for my necessary pteeerva- 
tiom, mid the honest exercise of an hohest 
calling and conversation. 

III. 

i • 5 .< ft } 

AS TO THE SEASON AND UVDEHSTAVDIHG,TH,p^7; 

HAST OIVEJT ME. , t> > tl . 

I have been careful to govern my sensed 
and sensual appetite by my r reason, andiitrf 
govern my reason by Ihy word. * -*<\ n* 

I - have endeavoured *o use 'and etaipto jtiityi 

btt'hotielftl or depend upon* : i make4bihjp 

sMata&t> but not my idol; f !i>,:whom 

/ -1 have been careful to 'wind tn^.tnyrttoiosiu 

a^Tiaderstaadteg to the trfghdrt Jusy aaittJKf 
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— i tfr i a g jou*. of troths r hat especially those 
that are of the greatest concernment in matter* 
offaith** I' have made ray understanding to 
be laborious and industrious, but still kept 
under joke and rule of thy word, test it should 
grow csisavagant and petulant. i 

. I heme looked- upon ray ttnderstaading >and 
reason, as a ray of thy Divine light; aadtfcera* 
fare I hare used it for Thee; and hare counted 
ife*- moit high sacrilege, ingratitude, and ra» 
WUany to employ it against thee, thy honour, 
or service. 

: ... I have endeavoured principally to.farnish it 
with that knowledge, which will be of use in 
the other world. This hath been my business : 
other studies, or acquests of other knowledge, 
have been either for the necessary use of this 
life, or harmless dfvertisements or recreations. 
1» Afeeejtercise of my reason, as on the one aide 
Lhafee avoided idleness, Bupineness, or neglect* 
so on the other-' side 1 have not employed 
ttrinnflutat'Ctoiotts, unprofitable, forbidden j in* 
qMtenAL hare studied to use it with eoMety^ 
moderation, humility, and*faanlrfataest» - An* 
a0oLhav«ii>een aarefal to employ ft, so I lave 
betmae eiuteto^aotrto^aais-eatDploy it : Ifaokad, 



fr^K'aft'flijr'titart, and' tl^fcr*ga*e fcnto 
tftee* the glory , the*** awd service JofiitKi /> u»i 

IV 

(, " i,J ' 1 •• - • " :* - * -'•■'•«*> VJ7. 

ACJ&Tft THS MBMOj&Y TJHpU HAS7,L«)g$ MJ^ 

Ott the contemplation of that straageand 
w^derful faulty, that distinctly, and not* 
wttHst^rnding the intertention of thousaodsorf 
objects, retains their images and rrepmttotafe 
tions, with all their circumstances and conse- 
quents, I have admired the wonderful wisdom, 
power, and perfection of the Loitl; : 7; '- :; - * *«» 

I have endeavoured principally to treasure 
Upia it thfose tteigt that nay beiriastf of use 
for tbe-life to come, and most te»*4*rf$}iletfe 
the attaining of it) thy.' mercies* KMfnaiifl^ 
Elections, promises j v my .okn jvows^rfcesfcr 
ftttiottSy • experiences, failings y , J tonkflephiae 
*fenstdBt *n my duty) deftsndai&upo&th^riggodb- 
ues*, humble and penitent * •., to ni%d $dt 
* Some things I ha^fe studied rtojftH^flt^cift- 
juries, vain and hurtful discourses^ SJidHfitfh 
iMttgsv agJ dtber would ^siakecank sltal lorse 
h^ remettih^rtag tbem^oT ttfke* js^ftoojosAUofe 
romn itn nry tnomocy,' wkifftMloigb ^1*19**3- 
pk>y%tf anii stored wish brrfWr furnifca*o<> Dnik 
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?to TheteatTof Jfe* employment of my memory 
hath beenr^to essig nae, in the ordinary *adncr 
cessary conversation with others, the ways of 
my calling, the performing of my promises 
and undertakings, the preservation of • good 
and lawful learning, that thereby I might do 
service to Thy name, serve my generation, an4 
hnftanre myself in knowledge, wisdom and un- 
detotanding. : 

V.' 

AS TOCOHING.MY C©JWCl*UCBj AND TUB J,IGH? 
, lr ,^.. THOU HA^T OIVBN ME ^N IT. 

J" It hath been coy care to improve that natu- 
faHlght, and to furnish it with the best piin- 
Jipltft'Iwuld. Before I had the knowledge 
Of^thy Word, 1 got as much furniture as I 
Wttld fronr the writings of the best moralist*, 
itarir ghe Examples of the best men : after I had 
the light of thy Word, I furnished H with 
4bose faasG pure and unerring principled that I 

4b«licf>toitf ' « - 

^lopfeaMe been'tary diligent to keep my co*» 
sJelesjcgK^eatt % fe> encouittge it in the *ioe- 
gvreitty tiatnthou hast given H oner *nyx4QtijL 
and aewagar'/'I tawef kept It ha titer throne, 



a^. gwaU sfr reference s*d ajMhefrity, fcrmy 
tafufc • • •■ *■ •" ■ -a- 

in 'actions to be done or .omitted* J hsa* 
always advised witfcfii, and take* itsathrieeMl 
have neither stifled, nor forced, nor bribed U j 
butgave H a free liberty to a4*ise and spank 
oat, and a free subjection of my wity, purpose* 
and actions to it. 

If, through inadvertency of minds or £*> 
portunity of temptations, or precipitancy of 
occasion, or necessity of the times, I have at 
any time debe amiss; I have not tfikift %Mt up 
short, or stopped her mouth, <#4bf own aU 
.teuton to her cbtfiug.and nsproef j but I have, 
wife nmebflubmifision of mind, borne her <***» 
«tisejn*a£, and unprcnred.it tp an hnxablingiof 
myself bqfarettiee for iny lutings: ftp I look* 
ed*JftFPU bee ae aetingby*.thy anttonfe^rfbff4bf 
jS4nvice>..andtatbyglory3 aadljdwnt Mfcifta* 
courage, discountenance^ ordiftafrojfibrtic.i ntif 
\ Wbe* she was pjeesed, a*)4*ge?*ilGffegQod 
words, I was glad; for I e«teetttt*t ]p* a** 
gla^a, that represented to u*y ,§«tf i*fe ( fortaw 
o*. displeasure of God. himself, anyhow* ,^he 
etoodift|fei:ted towards mfti .• vv v j IK h^jixu 
.. IhaiHrni^pertrenil^eA qrtier't^farofe) 



seared pr imtrwrn&d conscience than ui*dar 
tfee fear of a sharp or scrupulous conscience j 
bejQWte, 1 always* counted the latter, thtfugh 
tear* teubleaoJEAe* yat mow safe. 

X have been very jealous, either of wpnndV 
spg, or grieving, or discouraging, or deeding 
jpjr cpnecienoe. I have therefore chosen ra- 
ther to forbear that which seemed bat indMfer- 
apt, taftt there should he somewhat in it that 
might he* pnlawful ; and would rather gratify 
my aatt0*ie*ee*>with being too sarupulouMhaii 
^iepkase, disquiet, or flat it by being too ven- 
turofuac I have still chosen rather to forbear 
what Untight be probably lawful, than- to do 
that which might he possiWy unlawful $ be- 
jga^JJeaqldnoter* in the forme*, I aright in 
thedalterv If things ware disputable whether 
4bcy might be done, I rather chose to forbear, 
because the lawfulness of my forbearance was 

unquestionable. ••' • 

H.uAs*'ha#e bean carcfol to advise impartially 
with iuf canfcienoe> before my action*, so lest 
•itiwr tlSKyngb inadvcrteace, precipitancy, in* 
oarjitnawy) m sfcdden emergencies, I hadcomr 
Batted, any thing amiss, either i» the natave 
of the aetion> I commonly* every 



r* 
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night, brought my action* of fro. 4m. fl u * 
before the judicatory of my ccmpfir at** >a*4 
lejfchcr to a free and impartial c en a u i oof flUMM 
and what she sentenced well done, I wkh tar 
mility returned the praise thereof to Thy 
jprhat she sentenced done amiss, I did 
sue unto thee for pardon, and for grace to p*Cr> 
rent me from the like miscarriages. By jtfclt 
-means I kepi my conscience active, seaewed 
and preserved my peace with' thee, and learned 
vigilance and caution for the time to come. , 

VI. 

AS TOUCHING THY GHEAT WORKS OP C*BA?IO# 

AKD PBOVIDENCB. 

I have not looked upon thy work* ineomi^ 
derately and commonly, and passed .then* over 
as common and ordinary things, as men m^tf 
do noon things of common and onhaafy ;**» 
currence; hut I have searched into ttem.jfll 
things of great eminence and wonder*, anjl 
have esteemed it a great part of my duty, that 
the wise God of nature requires p|the c^ftftpfsi 
of men, who therefore exposed, these kfagJW* 
works to our view, and gave us eyes Vafoftflsjfc 
and reason in some measure to ukasyf, ajs! 



Tifv 6*0* fei*W*A*D. 145 

«ri*r«tttu»4fcebt : Md ftierefbre I have strictly 
tftter#^t§NrVtiutt$ of the World, the motitfay 
pilfer, tod BUvfrie economy of them. I havte 
0ear6fced mto their-qttalities, causes, and bpertf- 
tiQft*; and hare discovered as great/ if not 
gftiltr, matter of admiration therein, thaii lis 
Hfe dttfernal beamty and prospect, that at the 
fhfet View they presented to my sense. 
»* s A*tt tftfe disquisition, and observation, did 
ttbt-fest Orayin the bare perusal of the works 
themselves, orHheiT immediate natural causes, 
upon which they depended ; but I traced their 
being, dependance, and government unto thee, 
the Iftrst' Cause; and by this prosecution and 
tracing of things to their original, I Was led up 
*#ti most demonstrative conviction, That there 
tra4Rd that is the first cause of their being, 
ofcftfon. And in the contemplation of the 
vastness of the works mine eyes b&- 
•tWfl^ttek' sidgular beauty and order, the ad- 
tafrai^ usefulness/ convenience, and adajjfta"- 
fcdnWiorfe 'thing to another, the constancy, 
^iattfyV tfrid order of the motion of the 
4«»dn4 fitnd heavenly bodies, the mutual sub r 
£*&&$ Wttfe *Wm1g to another, the order 
*m Watt idtkm l 6l the elements, the fertility 
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ef the ca^h/the vmnHy ofb^xhffM ttte- 
ftfot* of the cw*ttfres, fhei* adimVri^m* 
ftinetf, the wonderful fabric of the -t>&f*o* 
man, the admirableness and usefulness ©f las 
laeuhtfes animal, *»d the singular adaptation 4 
of the organs to those faculties; the strong 
powers of the reasonable sotil,<— in tit&e&i* 
temptation of these, and fitch at these varied 
tie*, I did, to the everlasting silencing of the 
atheism that my own corruptions, were apt tb 
nourish, conclude, That there is but one Q*&; 
that be is most powerful, most wise, knowing 
all things, governing all things, supporting^ 
aft things. Upon these convictions, I was 
atrtngtbened in the belief of thy Holy Word, 
whioh had so great a oongruity with these 
truths, that the striet and due contemplation «ff 
thy creatures did so demonstratively evince. * 
And upon these convictions, I did learn the 
more to honour, reverence, and &timirfe/the^ 
and to worship, serve, and obey Thee, to 'de- 
pend and rest upon Thee, to walk hurribiy AltfJ 
sincerely, and awfully before Thee, as tieihg 
present with me, and beholding me jtb^o^e 
*nd adore Thee as the fountain of ktf6eiri£*fia 
good. When I looked upon the* 'gt<df , &* 



of the tun, , I admired the Qo^ theft 
made jj^lplked out ifa XMtianeJfer.it* ffcced 
U in, t,foat d#e distance from the. earth, for Ma 

Vie *ml conventeoay- When I .looked upon 
t)>e stars, those hug* and wonderful >baUs,o£ 
light*. placed in that immense d istance from 
the inferior bodies, and one from another* 

the** , multitude and motion* I admired thg 
lgfedmnand power of that God, whose hand 
qmiuitbft Heaven*, and hath fixed every thing 
in. Ua plaee. Nay* when I looked upon the 
poet little herbs that arise out of the earth* th* 
lowest of v ege ta b les j and considered the aecDft 
tpef k of life that is in it, that attracts* inereas- 
«4h, groweth, aemiaatath, preserves; itself* and 
iteJtinds;.. the various virtues that are iafhem 
f«r jta food, medicine, and delight of ma** 
perfect, creatures j my mind was carried.up.to 
lift adnybfttiqn, and adoration* and piaise of 
tlj^&od, whose wisdom* power, and influence* 
agd ^oycrnfQent is seen in these little small 
(fo^tajbepfi of bis goodness : so that take aU.$h£ 
45^*^,.. ablest, moat , powerful* and know- 
ing(injn.un4eT t heaven, they cannot equal that 
pon^,and wisdom. of thine, thai is set* in 
t#d4*tfpmp', nor so muchw tr*ee oqfc or 

h2 
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dearly or distinctly deeypher, the great varies 
ties in the production; growth, and process *£ 
its. short, yet wonderful continuance,* inso- 
much that there is scarce any thing that we 
converse withal, but yielded me inscriptions ojf 
the power and wisdom of their Maker written 
upon them. 

In the contemplation of thy great works of 
the Heavens, those goodly, beautiful, and nu- 
merous bodies, so full of glory and light* I 
ever reflected upon myself with David'* jnedi- 
tation, " Lord, what is man that thou art mind- 
ful of him, or the son of man, that thou re- 
gardest him !" It is true, man in himself 
considered, is a creature full of wonder, but 
compared with these goodly creatures, be is 
but an inconsiderable thing. I learnt by thy 
creatures to be humble, and adore, thy, con- 
descension, that art pleased from Heaven, {be 
dwelling-place of thy Majesty .and Glory*;*) 
take care of such a woransas men, eiftfial 
man. ' .' ; . • » ♦ .... ». .»-. • 

In the contemplation^ of thy Power and 
Wisdom in creating aiul govern*^ tbelJwoxM, 
I have learned submission to: thy will $>*<*? 
being the will of the same most'*ift*,(Jfld; 
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tftat by ftls wi&om hath created and governs 
«H tilings 5 and therefore his will, a most wise> 
|>erfect wHL I have learned to depend upom 
thy Providence 5 who, though I am butt a 
worm, ia comparison of thy heavenly works* 
yet am an excellent and eminent creature, in 
comparison of the ravens and the grass of the 
fields $ yet those he feeds, and these he clothes, 
and shall he not much more clothe and feed 
me? Thus I have in seme measure improved 
the talents of thy works, thereby to find and 
trace out thy majesty, thy power,, wisdom, and 
-greatness, and my own duty. 

VII. 

* « * * '• 

TOUCHING THY MORE SPECIAL PROVIDENCE* 
. TOWARD THE CHILDREN OF MEN. 

As by the works of nature, I have learned 
what thou art, and something of my duty 
thereupon to thee^ so by thy providence to- 
wards the children of men, I have in some 
measure learned the same, and a farther lesson : 
*fe. What thy Will is; for thou hast not left 
thyself without a witness thereof to a mere na- 
tural man, observing thy providence towards 
she 'children of me«.~— I have observed some 
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ifteii *6f eminent jtatfce cold ^prigbtuefe of life, 
t |Wrrty anil sanctimony, temperance * attih sa- 
ImCtyv fflfercy and gentleness; patrcnce and 
f&rlti&raifce; bounty and liberality; and Thm 
ooservev thfem tb bfc very happy men/ and 
ttessttf H* what was most desired by them . it 
ifcay* be tMfey were Hch and great 5 but if' they 
' welfe hot, ft tou because riches arid greatness 
W& MY the thing they most valued f ^erefcame 
It ttiight have been a burden to them to* tie 
ittfch. but I hftve always 6bsef ved theriv to be 
%Wppy ft* What they rtfost desired *h***a&4i: 
fhey had serenity and quietness of mind; If 
they were not rich, yet they were visibly happy 
faftheir contentedness 5 and if they were not 
"grfeat, yet they were Bpparen try honou^bl^ m 
the esteem and vahre of other* : nay/ if t&y 
wetetlnder external losses, Crowes; reftosfebe*, 
yet in the midst thereof, it was most t^patefct 
-to* alt men they enjoyed that v^htA «ef fttte 
Valtted, a most composed, c^tf\£iy ptlmm, 
tfjolferited soul. And thfehnthbeaA aftWrfMy 
*B visible t6 all Spectators, as If *he?&Mte%k- 
joyed a foil confluence of external h#ppffffc» j 
and very many times, unless upon eminent **wl 
visible reasons, before the end of their days, 
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tb^b%d signal return, of eternal enjoyments. 
.1 have observed men of notorious and wicked 
lives* traitors, ^urdererB, oppressors, . adul- 
.fcerers, covettant-bi*akera> and other viUatiief; 
secured Jby eminent power, policy, or *e0recy$ 
. yet by wonderful providence that power bro- 
ken, that policy disappointed, that secrecy <b>- 
eovered, and eminent judgments* answerable 
to their eminent demerits, have overtaken 
*#mij». : I have seen and observed both in myse&f 
and others, oar sills and ofifenees so suitably 
and prpportionably answered With pimtefc* 
. ments> that though they seem to be produced 
J^r strange and most casual conjectures) yet to 
♦ ftttfly conformable to the nature, quality, and 
jfJsjW* of the offence, that they carried in thete 
4)1* very effigies of the sins* and made it legible 
j^ti» punishment, tic ill* m**us, *& em jt**. 
)£#*, And firom these observations I fbm*i that 
,tJ^se>8ins were displeasing to thee $ that then 
wsjt most wise to discover, and most ju*t **d 
ffKWsffW to punish them* and did thereupon 
.^PKteda, F«r»% thm «t n tmm&fi* ft** rtjj*- 
4**M«j«f B % he u a God «fc*4 /Mfettt t* the 
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VIII. 
CONCERNING MY SPEECH. 

. I have always been careful that I offend 
not with my tongue. - My words have been 
-few, ^unless necessity or thy honour required 
.more speech than ordinary. My words have 
b^en true, representing things as they were? 
.and sincere, bearing: conformity to my heart 
and mind, < My words have been seasonable, 
suitable to the occasion, and seasoned with 
grace and usefulness. 

I have esteemed my words, though trail* 
sient and passing away, yet treasured up in thy 
remembrance; for by my words I shall be jus* 
t*ned, by my words condemned : and therefore 
I have reflected often upon my words >♦ and 
when I have found any thing, through inadV 
vertency or passion, hath passed from me, JL 
have endeavoured to reform it, and humbled 
myself before thee for it. - 
t < I have esteemed it the most natural and 
excellent use of- my tongue, to set forth thy 
glory, goodness, power, wisdom, and truths 
to instruct others as I had opportunity in the 
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knowledge of thee, - in .their duty to thee, to 
themselves, and others; to reprove vice and- 
sin 5 to encourage virtue and good living ; to 
eonrince errors*, to maintain the truth $ to call 
opon tby name,>and by vocal prayers ta sanctify 
Any tongue, and to fix my thoughts to the duty 
about which 1> was \ » to persuade to peace, and. 
eharity/and good works a and in these employ* 
umtB I endeavoured to wind up my tongue ta 
the highest degree, of elocution that I waft 
capable of . . 

I have often contemplated thy wonderftil 
wisdom and goodness to the children of men, 
ia* giving them not -only reason and under** 
standing* but that admirable faculty *f speech* 
whereby; one man might communicate -his' 
iniwd, ami thoughts, and wants, and desires, 
and xzounsels, and assistance, to others j the 
greptengine of upholding of mutual society $• 
and irithout which .our reason and understand^ 
ing were imprisoned within ourselves; and 1 
daufifnoitf would .ensue, as once it did at: the 
cofef uaion. ofitongues, by the most wise provi* 
(define ftWimosteneellent. ends. - * 

>.i In (sum> Jha^e looked upon this, amongst 
the many other conveniences I enjoy, as a 

h5 
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trllaiu** committed to my trust fotmyMrti»t*s 
Hfe? T hat* accordingly employed it eoatttfen* 
4My, seemly, and hurnhly, as thy gift, mt tbj 
^wHaequest. 

IX. 

..* TOUCHING MY TIMS OF U*£. 

^ 'iNM, I havte'dnly cotosfdere* wha* It fe, ttltd 
fttr what end thdtf garest it mte r tftMrtitfettaft 
* "short time, and the minutes that are passes), 
and the opportunities in them, are irrevocably 
and irrecoverably lost ; that all ihe wetith of 
the world cannot redeem it ; that the titne that 
ft hefore me, is uncertain. When I look upon 
sin hour-glass, or the shadow of a dial, I etfci 

^gdfesi that hete is half an hour, or a quarter, or 
more, or left to come $ hut I cannot gneiss What 
ftfeportion of time rettafns in fee hour-gtossfrf 
% Hfe : only I know It is short; hut f KttoW 
hot how short it is, Whether a year; oKa we*, 

3 8r a day, or an hour 5 and yet upon th!#W&e 
Uncertain portion of time, and the d^enWW 
it, depends my everlasting happmess or' misery. 
It 1s my seed-time, and if I sow hot Otftfad 
heTe, i t is tdo fate to thmk'of *hat huWmdry 
%fte> deattt^ and tf I sow^itiitf 



mvi^wxysamp wiH be tkeBeaftnv in that gA|er 

world* tfeat immediately expects upon the iaan* 

*f ibis $ and I tore, a thousand diversions thai 

rob me of much of this little portion of time, 

and yield me no account in order to my great 

concernment. When I cast out, from these* 

taunt of my time, the tuqnefttabieness of my 

ehildhoodand youth, the hours spent in sleep* 

ip£, eating, drinking, recreations, travels, and 

tjftfcer Afcingp that carry noaom them, tb«t» 

remains -but a small portion of a short life fpr 

concernments of everlasting importance; a 

great Jbnsiness to be done, great difficulties ,and 

impediments m the doing of it, and but a fcstle 

portion of time, of a short and uncertain tifife 

to i do- it in. And yet this life of mine was by 

!p»e given, not to be trifled and squandered 

away, either in sin or idleness) not to gain 

jicbea> bonour, er reputation $ for when sk*> 

ness comes, these will appear insipid and Vain 

<,gRng»$ and when death, comes, 4hejr wffl be 

i < merely useless : but it was far a higher end, 

}&l* a, time to trade for the most valuable jewel 

^ep^l happiness; a time to -sow auchsesd 

v'MSW* yWda oro^of Westednass in^ha fe«a^ 

h.wojl^a^imetp secure a title to an everlasting 
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inheritances such a time, as if OBee4ost> ; tkc 
opportunity is lost for ever 5 lost irrecoveraUyif 
for -the night oometh whereia no man ca» 
work j f g For there is no work, nor device, 
nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the. gcave whi* 
tber thou goest*." » 

: And upon this consideration of the great 
epd of my life, the great importance of the 
business that is to be done in. it, the brevity- 
and great uncertainty of this life, and the utter 
impossibility after death to redeem the negket 
of jthe proper and important business of nop 
life, I have, endeavoured to husband thia 
short, uncertain, important talent -as well .as I 
can. .z 

4 : 1. 1 By a careful avoiding of sinful Employ ~ 
• menta, which at once do waste this precieus 
talent, aqd contract a farther. debt upon me: 
-it renders me in arrears for the time mispent; 
and the guilt contracted. . ■ '^* 

,%, Bf avoiding Idleness, burning out my 
candle, to ho purpose. , u . 

, -'&. By avoiding unnecessary consumption of, 
Time, by long feastiags, excessive sleeps iito* 
pgrti&gnt visits, seeing of interludes, dime-.* 

•'«i "-"*• ' > • Ecclcs. ix. 10. '• " J ' ***/*'>« * 
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easftary recreations, curious and impertinent 
staffer and enquiries, that, when attained'/ 
serve to* no purpose. 

4. B y applying, directing and ordering even 
my studies of human Learning, histories/ na- 
tural or moral philosophy, mathematics, lan^ 
guages, laws, to an end beyond themselves: 
vix. thereby to enable me to understand, and 
observe thy excellent wisdom and power ; tor 
maintain and uphold thy cause against athe- 
ism, idolatry, and errors ; to fit me for serving 
of thee and my country, in the station wherein 
lOive. 

1 5. By exercising myself in the very business 
of my Calling, as an act of duty and obedience 
to thee 5 ■ acting in it those virtues of Christi- 
anity that might be honourable to thy name, 
and a good example to others, of improvement 
of grace unto myself 5 using in it diligence 
without anxiety, dependence upon thee with- 
out presumption, contented ness, patience, 
thankfulness, honesty, justice, uprightness, 
fuun^lealtag, • liberality: and by this means 
translating my secular employment into, an 
eacewise of Christian duty $ serving thee while 
I served myself; and converting that very em- 
ployment and the time spent therein, to the 
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use, honour, and adwntagc of my Lo*i o*rf 
Master, the good ouample of others* and tfcc 
increase of my spiritual advantage, a&weMos 
way temporal. 

6. By religiously observing those tin*** 
that have been set apart to religmts dttieft, 
c a p eciaU y the Lord's Day j not mingling wkfr 
it secular thoughts or eraploynents ; hot with 
nrueb attention, strictness and care, UyiaghoM 
upon those timet and opportunities, aad«aat> 
filly applying them singly to the proper busp- 
ncss or the times. 

7. By dedicating and setting apart some 
portion of ay time to Prayer, and reading) of 
aby Word, which I hare constantly and pereaapf 
tetily observed* whatever occasions inteflposoa* 
ObampoTtanity persuaded to the contrary. „*.. 

:, S. By mafotng the magmun oportettyfa 
grant arid one tiring necessary, ttachxifqe^ad 
principal Business of my Life, and the great 
design of it ; and esteeming that time spent 
most naturally, profitably, and suitably, that 
was spent in order to it; observing thy' great 
works of wisdom and power; ton^m^Uting 
upon tfoy fcoodnta «rad &&mty?<h*&ag 
and Tending thy word.*, calling upon thy 
Name -, crucifying my corruptions; exercising 
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thy gteees j humbling myself for my rite 5 je- 
turning {banks for thy mercies \ studying the 
mystery of God manifest in ike flesh; striving 
to bring myself conformable to my Pattern, 
ami to have him formed in my heart, and his 
Mis in mine 5 crucifying myself to the World, 
and tire world to me ; fitting myself for death* 
judgment, and eternity* These, and the like 
ecnptoytnetitsj I esteemed the tower, the gtor£ # 
the heat of toy spent time, because they Will 
ha cafriad +*er with advantage into the life to 
eome$ and therefore this I reckoned my bttai- 
aeasv and accordingly I made it. Other mai- 
lers; that only served for the meridian of this 
1Mb, 'I uaed either hardy for necessity of any 
ja eS UJl subsistence, or as a drr crt iaemcnt, and 
sparingly, or hi order to those great ends. 
Those were the business, these only th* p** 
**£** of my life. 

TOUCHING THY CREATURES, AND THE USE OF 
i*. ..: 

THEM, AND THE DOMINION OYER THEM. 

t Jybws esteemed them as thine in pronrfety. 
^Jfeu Jiast y cqinmitted unto me the use, an4 a 

» * 



solK)rdit«ite'donHnidft over tlie^i; yet* <I^vd^i 
esteemed myself an mccomptawt to 'Thee fo*t y 
them ; and therefore I have received them wftte-* 
thunfefcdness unto Thee, the great Lord bothM 
of them and -trie. When the earth yielded M&? 
a good crop of corn or other fruits, when fleeter** 
increased, when my honest labours brought 
me in a plentiful or convenient supply; i>lot&> •» 
edMjp to thee as the giver,— to thy providence ;• 
alld blessings,- as the original of all wf in* v 
crease. I did. not sacrifice to* my own netpor > 
industry, or prudence 5 . but I receivfd 2&$ m: 
the gracious and bountiful returns t>f thy llbe^ 
raft hand. I looked upon every grainef cop* > 
that I sowed, as buried and lost, unless *hy^ 
power quickened and revived it I esteem** « 
the best production would. have heew'but'Stidfc 
and straw, unless thou hodst increased itv^ f»J 
esteemed my own hand and mmistryvjlMftti'iflfr*' 
potent, unless thou hadst blessed it j-dojrit' is- 
thy blessing that maketh ricb, and it is thdii 
that givest povt er to get wealth *. • p j -»d r 

- 2. I esteemed it my duty to make a (return 
of this my acknowledgment, by giving -ithe 
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thy/nanifitersj and the relief of the poor : and L. 
esteemed the practice enjoined to thy ancien* 
people, *>f giving the tenth of their increase* & 
sufficient, not only warrant, but instruction, to; 
me under the gospel, to do the like. 

. 3. I have not only looked upon thy bleu*, 
sings add bounty, in lending me thine own* 
creatures for my use $ but I have sought unto 
Thee for a blessing upon them, in my use of 
them. 1 did very well observe, that there is by 
my sin a curse in the very creatures that I re- 
ceive, unless thy blessing fetch it out; an* 
emptiness in them, unless thy goodness fill 
theffl: though thou shouldst give me quails 
aid manna from heaven, yet without thy 
pleasing upon them, they would become rot- 
tejiness and putrefaction to me. And therefore 
I etrer begged thy blessing upon thy blessings, 
as well as the blessings themselves 5 and at-* 
tribdted the good 1 found, or was to expect in 
them, to the same hand that gave them* 

n£j<? I, received and used thy creatures, as 
commuted *o me under a trust, and as 'a stew» 
ard and accomptant for them 5 and therefore, 
I was always careful to use them according to 
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those MmRs, and in Order 4*r tk<tf»*AdfcV flte 
WMefc thou didst commit them to nrt.— 4i 
WHft temperance and moderation, i did hot 
use thy creatures to luxury and excess, to tank* 
provision fbr my lusts, wfth vain glory or wl* 
tentation $ bat fbr the convenient support of 
the exigencies of my nature and condition: 
and if at any time thy goodness didfndnlge 
toe an use of them fbr delight, fes We11>a* tie- 
eefcsity, I did it but rarely and Watchfully. 1 
looked not upon the wine, when it gave its 
colour in the cup ; nor gave myself over,'e1ttiet 
to excess or curiosity in meats and drinks : I 
checked myself therein, as being in 'thy pre- 
sence; and still remembered' I had thy crea- 
tures under an accompt j and Was everV^refttl 
to avoid excess or intemperance, bee&usVe^eVy 
excessive cup or meal was in danger to feUVe 
me somewhat in super* and ai*ear ? N& ttr^ 
Lord.— £. WHh mercy and compassion 46 ttfe 
creatures themselves, whieh thou hrt&t^p^t 
under my power and disposal . When ¥«dfk* 
sfdered the admirable powers of IMfe atod Wise, 
which I saw in the birds and beast* * ttftWift 

• Excess. 



aft the men* in the world could not give ,£he 
like being to*. any thing* nor restore that lift 
and sense wtoh is once taken from tfeen>j 
when I considered bow innocently and harm* 
lessly the fowls end the nab, and the sheep and 
oven take their food, that thou the Lord of aij. 
hast given them; I have been apt to think, 
that tardy thou dfcdst intend a more innoeeot 
Un<L of food to man, than such as must be 
taken, with such detriment to those living parte 
Of thy creation :, and although thy wonderful 
goodness hath so much indulged to mankind* 
as to gfoe up the Uvea of these creatures, for 
the food of man, by thy express commission, 
yet I still do, and ever did think that there 
(was-a/atfice due from man, even to these sen*- 
•^rfo creatures, that he should take them, sgar- 
$ng}y, for necessity, and not for delight 5 , or if 
JiB* delight, yet not for luxury, I have been 
sj$ to think, that if there were any more liber 
flllfUf&.ef qreatuce* for delight and variety, it 
stouty , be »o*' fruits, or such other delicacies as 
nttgfct {be, had without the loss of. Hfe; but 
hoftpfper it be, this very consideration hath 
made me very spaaing and careful, not vainly, 
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or superfluously, or unnecessarily, oi<prodigalIy 
to take away the life of thy creatures for febstM 
lag and excess. And the very same considera- 
tion hath always gone along with me, in 
reference to the labours of his creatures.' I 
have ever thought that there was a certain de- 
gree of justice due from man to the creatures, 
as from man to man ; and that an excessive^ 
immoderate, unseasonable use of the creature's 
labour, is an injustice for which he must ac- 
count. To deny domestical creatures their 
convenient food ; to exact that labour frdm 
them, that they are not able to perform $ to 
use extremity or cruelty towards them y is a 
breach of that trust under which the dominion 
of the creatures was committed to us/ and? a 
breach of that justice that is due from men to 
them. And therefore I have always esteemed 
it as a part of my duty, and itbathbeena** 
ways my practice, to be mera&d to* beasts*: 
And upon the same account I have ever 
esteemed it a breach oT trust, and have aetfordV 
tefjly declined, any cruelty to; any of. thy cntax 

* PlOT. »i. 10. 
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tares ^ and as much as I might, prevented it 
in. others • as a tyranny, inconsistent with the 
t^ust and stewardship that thou hast committed 
to me. I have abhorred those sports that con- 
sist in the torturing of the creatures : and if 
either noxious creatures must be destroyed, or 
creatures for food must be taken, it hath been 
my practice to do it in that manner, that may 
be with the least torture or cruelty to the crea- 
ture/ And I have still thought it an unlawful 
thing to destroy those creatures for recreation's 
9ftke> that either were not hurtful when they 
UyeaV or are not profitable when they are 
killed ;, ever remembering, that thou hast given 
us a; dominion over thy creatures $ yet it* is 
und/er a Jaw of justice, prudence, and modern* 
tioa^ otherwise we should become tyrants, not 
londey^ o&er<tby ! creatures : and therefore those 
tyng8>*£<tfefe nature, that others have prae^ 
tfeedftf'Teareattons, I have avoided as sins. <* 

l.TA»t.to those Habits of Mind, and know** 
kdgevthatl/ have -had or acquired)* and 
namely, 
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^ ' 'J ' XT'* " ' *' t^**'- 1 ' * ' '' ' 

MY LEARNING OF JffATUftAJ, CA^VS?^ AND EF- 
FECTS, AND OP ARTS AND SCIENCES : .,. , , 

- I have not esteemed them the chiefeitcojr 
best furniture of cay mind : but have accounted 
them hut dross in comparison of the fame* 
ledge -of Thee, and thy Chris*, aj*l H*m cruci- 
fied. In the acquiring of them I ha*&#krajs 
observed this care :—»!. That I might not too 
prodigally bestow my lime. upon, them* toj it* 
prejudice of that time and pains for the: Mh 
quiring of more egneikat knowledge* ^and th* 
greater eoacevnmeiits of »y everlasting thap. 
piaess« _, -■; j 

.2. I carried alaag with me, in aJlkmy 
studies of this nature this g*eafc desjgHbef jm* 
fuming them* aj^d thekaow^gettcawre^h^ 
them to the honour of thy name, and£ < tht 
greater djecoyery of thy wisdamj power, land 
truth; and so translated my secularukaarning 
into an improvement of divine okno^iladge- 
And had. I not had, and practiced ifcaiideaigft 
in my acquests of human learning, I bad come 
eluded ^my time mispeatji because J[i ever 
thought it unworthy of a ma&rffcai fc&difW 
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everlasting soul, to furnish it only with such 
learning, as either would die with his body* 
and so become unuseful for his everlasting 
state, or that in the next moment after death* 
would be attained without labour or toil in 
thiq l|(e. Yet this advantage I made and 
found in my application to secular studies :^- . 
•It enlarged and habituated my mind &* 
more-useful inquiries. 

- - ft carried ine^p, in a great measure, to 
the sound and grounded knowledge of Thee* 
the fast cause of all things. 
-» • U feept me from idleness and rust. 

- It^ept my thoughts, and life oftentimes, 
from temptations to worse employments. 
-. '• My learning and knowledge did not 
heighten 4ay opinion of myself, parts orabili* 
tft*? ta*4he mew I knew, the more humble 

1m I.feund it ) was thy strength and blessing 
giat cstabled me to it ? that gave me under* 
slgnd in$ and enlarged it. I did look upon it 
«U*<**Mt'fent<nfte, not truly acquired by 
user 'fi I .-,•. 

ir Tbe m^tel' knew, the more I knew my 
«*n >'%fttWrtw»fc^ I ftamd > myself convinced 



mm theft 'Wat taAgmrtdMU ftfragjotlyufcl* 
I* knew- my kmmledggiWMKb M»4dlpBi #M<^ 
JMd Effective 5 and I fo^ndan iofeiitolatftaiM 
ef 'things which I knew not: th^'€«*ber>-* 
muled into knowledge, the deeper stitt^ ftriraft 
it j «aftd it was with me, just as it is witfeal 
child that thinks, that if he could but com* M 
sueh afield, he should be able to touch tfefc 
hemisphere of the heavens* butwhen hecottrtl 
thither, he finds it as far off ad it wtts fcetere; 
Thus, while my mind pursued knowledge, -f 
found the object still as far before me as* ft 
was, if not much farther ; and could no more 
attain the futt and exact knowledge of anyone' 
subject, than the hinder wheel of a c hart e d 
can overtake the former r though f fefl&tf 
much' of what others were ignorant/ yet sin 
f ftnmA there was much more, wh e r eo f I^ttt 
ignorant, than what I knew; evert m '{He* 
compass of a most confined and incm t s l de^&hfc 
subject. And as my very loidwISHge htaaght 
me huiwmHy; in the seHse of m^oWPIgftf^ 
knee 3 so it taught me that tay«n#fcffetalftilf §§ 
toasj>f finite and limited -po%e¥, thM^tttkWIft 
things by little and little, and gradually 5 — 
That thy wisdom Is uriseatoMtfe' and past 
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tajisjajciau>^Thai thy works, which we tart 

es,and ne<*ssaitiy short «£ that 
by which they are contrived, tm 
yet so wonderful, that as the wise man saiifc* 
** No man can find out the work that the* 
makest, from the beginning to the end.*'* 
If a man would spend his whole • life in the 
study of a poor fly, there would be sueh a con* 
fuence of so many wonderful and difficult ex* 
btbits in it, that it would still leave much more 
undiscovered than the most singular wit ever 
yet attained. 

It taught me also, with the wise man, to 
write vanity and vexation upon all my secular 
knowledge- and learning f< That little that I 
taaw, was not attained without much labour, 
1Mb yet free from much uncertainty; and the 
great residuum which I knew not, rendered 
that I knew poor, and inconsiderable : and 
tofetoe,~r- 

>r I, did most evidently conclude, that the 
luujfineas.and perfection of my intellectual 
WWW>'Wa* not to be found in this kind of 
JfjK^jflftdg*ji iA a knowledge thus sensibly 

— . .»firi U'.i •' • '* 

I 



ttifigfed Willi igtWncey irt th<i ( things'it sextos 
to know 3 mingled' 1 with a* dissatifetfa<!ii0nj hi 
respect of the things r knttw ifety*nifcgkid 
Tfith a difficulty in attaining, and? re&tefctie*s 
When attained. The more I knew/th«* mow 
I knew that I knew not; and the mow 1 knew, 
the more impatient my mind was to ktiow 
what it knew not. My knowledge did rafter 
enlarge my desire of knowing than satisfy it; 
and the most intemperate sen*aa$ appetite 
under heaVen, was more capable of eatirfae- 
tion by what it enjoyed, than my tftteHrfctiial 
appetite or desire was, or could he satisfied 
with *he things I knew : hat th* entargrog^of 
toy understanding with knowledge* did 'bat 
enlarge and amplify the desire attttappettte'I 
had to know; so that what Js to -return was 
upon his inquisition after wisdem :y" *Ebe 
tiepttksaithj It is not m mej atodthe seasakh, 
It is not in me*;" the same account* adl-my 
atifreifcl boxes or kinds of knowledge$arerae, 
When! inquired for sjrtisf^oiibn in themi^ My 
VbstrVCt and choice speculation in the &fa|a- 
physic* wererf that abstoc^andcwfinnmen- 

* Job, jxHH. 14. 
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sjy* nature, that when, I bad. perused great 
volume of it, and i»te*i4ed* my minfl clqse 
to) .it, yet.it was 90 mercurial, that I coutd 
hardly hold U > and yet so extensive an4 enjU 
les*> that the more I read or thought of it, the 
Hfin I might.— Natural Philosophy (tbpugh it 
were rpore tractable, because holding a greater 
yiejaity. to sense and experiment, yet) I Jfound 
fell of uncertainty ; much of it grounded uppn 
imaginary suppositions, impossible to be ex- 
perimented • the latter philosophers censuring 
the former, and departing from them, and tUe 
iateat despising and rejecting both $ the subject 
- a* vast as the visible or tangible universe* and 
yet every individual so complicated that if *11 
tk&a&t were omitted, any one bad more lines , 
jronQtBtejred ia it, than were possible for any 
one age to sift to the bottom; yet any one 
lost, or not exactly scanned,, leaves all the rest 
uncertain and conjectural : the very disquisition 
concerning any one part of the brain, the ape, 
the nerves, the blood, hath perplexed the-jsaost 
«sfi66t serutators.~T*Tho6e more dry, yet more 
cssmopstfable conclusions in the^MathematjcSi 

* Applied* 

i2 
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ye* they are endless and perplexed ^^ppo^ 
portion of linea to lines, of supetfcie^tys^pe/f 
ficies, bodies to bodies, numbers to numbers.,^ 
nay, to leave the whole latitude, of the subject* 
'see what long", and intricate, and unsatisfactory 
pains men hare taken about some one particu- 
lar subject, the quadrature of the circle, coni- 
cal, oval, and spiral lines; and yet if it coujbd 
be attained in the perfection pf it, these three 
unhappineeses attend it 

1. That it js but of little use.: it is only 
known that it may be known. That .which j§ 
of ordinary use either in Architecture* M$asur- 
ing of bodies and superficies, Mechanics, Bu$i* 
ness of Accounts, and the like, is soon attained 
and by ordinary capacities : the rest, are* but 
curious impertinent*, in respect of use and, ajp^ 
plication. ,, , 

2. That they serve only for the median *£ 
this life, and of corporal converse^ A separat^ 
soul, or a spiritualized body, wiU npt b^.cfu}; 
earned in the use and employment of fjbfBij s , i . f f- 

3. But admit they should j yefc, flf^tytleffly 
a greater measure of auch k^owjted^,^ h^e 
attained in one hour after our dissolution, than 
the toilsome expense of > an age in this life 
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would 1 ^prodite/ Arid the Hfee may be said fdi 
AJftfottdihical 1 dn^uisStions; What a deal to db 
theri Ss, touching the motion or consistency of 
the son or earthy the quality and habitatile- 
fce$& of the moon 5 the matter, quantity; arid 
distance of the stars y the several positions, 
continuity, contiguity, and motions 1 of the 
faeaVens \ the various' influenced of the hfea- 
venty bodies in their oppositions, conjunctions 4 , 
aspects. When once the immortal soul hath 
flown through the stories of the heavens, in 
cme rfiomfenf nil these' will be known distinctly, 
dearly,' and evidently, which here are nothing 
but conjectures and opinions, gained by long 
reading or observation. 

<L0 tJf/ori'all these considerations I concluded, 
that'my Intellectual power, and the exercise of 
it in this life, was given me for a more sure 
&ifi ; certain, useful, advantageous, suitable and 
Wctihring' object, even "To know' thee, the 
d&y true Ood, and Jesus Christ, whom thou 
hast'sent^V*— A knowledge that isusefulfbr 
ttf^^Uiring of happiness here and hereafter; 
&' knowledge of a subject, though infinitely 
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comprehensive, yet but one; a knowledge, 
that though it still move farther, yet' it satisfies 
in what is acquired, and doth not disquiet in 
attaining more j a knowledge that is -of such 
tiie in the world that is to come, as It is here j 
a knowledge, that the more it is improved in 
this life, the more it is improved in that 
which is to come j every grain of it here 
is enlarged to a vast proportion hereafter; 
a knowledge that is acquired, even with a con- 
sent, a desire to know, because thy goodness 
pleaseth to fill such a desire, to instruct from 
thyself, and there is none teacheth like thee. 

XII. 

CONCERNING HUMAN PRUDENCE, AND UNDER- 
STANDS 9 IN AFFAIRS, AND DEXTERITY IN 
THE MANAGING OF THEM. 

I have been always careful to mingle jus* 
tice and honesty with my prudence j and have 
always esteemed prudence, acted by injustice 
and falsity, the arrantest and most devil&h 
practice in the world; because it prostitutes 
thy gift to the service of Hell, andfringtetfa 
beam of thy Divine excellence with an extrac- 
tion of the Devil's furnishing; making a man 
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so muoh the worse, by how much he k wiser 
than others. I always thought that wisdom, 
which in a tradesman* and in a politician, was 
mingled with deceit, falsity, and injustice, de- 
served the same name: only the latter is so 
much the worse, because it was of the more 
public and general concernment. Yet, because 
I have often, observed great employments, es- 
pecially in public alairs, are sometimes under 
great temptations of mingling too much craft 
with prudence, and then to miscal it, policy,— 
I have, as much as may be, avoided such 
temptations; and if I have met with them, I 
have resolvedly rejected them. 

I have always observed, that honesty and 
plain*dealing in transactions, as well public 
as private, is .the best and soundest prudence 
and policy $ and commonly at the long-run 
oTenmatcheth craft and subtlety *$ for the 
deceived and deceiver are Thine $ and thou art 
privy to the subtilty of the one, and the aim* 
j^jcity of the other; and Thou, the great mo- 
4erator aud observer of men, dost dispense 
eupcess and disappointments accordingly* 
>rt ,^a human.. prudence is abused, if mingled 

• Job, xii. id. 
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witn falsity and ' deceit, 'thoiigli 1&e n enT J 6S 
never so good ; so it is much 'more etnkased, 
if directed to a bad end j to the (iianonoulrof 
thy name/ the oppression of thy' people, th? 
Corrupting of thy worship or truth, or t6 exe- 
cute any injustice towards any person. It hath 
been my care, as not to err in the manner, so 
neither in the end of the exercising of thy pro- 
vidence. I have ever esteemed thy prudence 
then best employed, when it was exercised Iti 
the preservation and support of thy truth ; in 
the upholding of thy faithful ministers ;'m 
countermining, discovering, and disappoint- 
ing the designs of evil and treacherous meti'; 
in delivering the oppressed ; in righting the 
injured ; in prevention of wars and discords j 
in preserving the public peace and tranquillity 
of the people where I live; in faithful advising 
of my prince ; and in all those 6ffices inciim- 

1 p if 

bent upon me by thy providence, under every 
relation. ' - , p '*l l 

When my end was most unquestionably 
good, I ever then took most heecT Wat the' 
means were suitable and justifiable— E"*BS? 
cause the better the end was, the more WasllV 
we are cozened into the use of ill Weans to 
effect it -, we are too apt to dispense with our- 
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selves in tfte practice of what is amiss, in order 
tp the accomplishing of an end that is good} 
we are apt, while with great intention of mud 
we, gaze upon the end, not to care what course 
we take, so as we attain it ; and are apt to 
think that God will dispense with, or at least 
overlook the miscarriage in our attempts/ if the 
end be good. — 2. Because many times, if not 
most times, Thy name and honour do more 

• * * * 

suffer, by attempting a good end by bad means, 
than by attempting both a bad end, and also by 
t^ad means. For bad ends are suitable to bad 
means; they are alike: and it doth not im- 
mediately, as such, concern thy honour. But 
every thing that is good, hath somewhat of 
thee in it : thy name, and thy nature, and thy 
honour is written upon it; and the blemish 
that, is cast upon it, is in some measure cast 
upon thee : and the evil and scandal, and in- 
famy, and ugliness that is in the means, is cast 
upon the end, and doth disparage and blemish 
it: and consequently it dishonours Thee. To 
rob for bUjTnt-pfferings, and to lie for God, is a 
g^te^jtts^ervice to Thy majesty, than to roo 

$FJ8P*R& or ^ lie for adVanta <^ 

o) ^*$ft s 9)* T ? r m y PWdejice was successful. 
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&Of ta* attain a godd end, I e^$ttv*Tfy 
name the £ldry, and that in sinceri^. little 
kwown some men (and if a man will observe 
hfe own heart, he Will find ft there tlso, unless 
it be Btrictly denied) that will gi*e God Hie 
glory of the success of a good enterprise^ Wt 
yet with a kind of secret invitation of starts 
What of praise for themselves, their prudence, 
conduct, and wisdom ; and will be glad to bear 
of it, and secretly angry and discontented if 
they miss it j and many times give <3od the 
glory, with a kind of ostentation and "vain* 
glory in doing so : but I have given Thee the 
glory of it noon the account of my very judge- 
ment, that it is due, and due only to Thee. I do 
know that that prudence that I have, comes 
from Thee : and I do know, that it is thyp*o* 
vidential ordering of occurrences that makes 
prudential deliberations successful ; and mnre 
is due unto thy ordering, disposing, "fitting, 
timing, directing of all in seeming casualties, 
than there is to that human counsel^ itihich 
It Is acted, or seehis to be acted itff^ least 
whereof, if not marshalled by Thyhand/topaty 
have shattered and broken the counsel to a 
thousand pieces. Thou givest the advice by 



t^wisjlpnfe and seconded it by Thy pro?% 
donee* Xtou dealest by us as we do by our 
ekjUren* when -we eet them to lift up a beafff 
staff, or a weight, ai*l we lift with the« : and 

w* again are too like those children, that tbfajt 
we move the weight, wheat we move not* 
giain. of it 

XIII. 

CONCERNING THE GIFT OF EliOCUTIOS. 

I have ever used that gift with Humilltyj 
udt thereby seeking applause to myself, or 
owning* it: because pride and ostentation, in 
tfcts>?gtt% would be secret idolatry to myself, 
a*d sfwrilege to Thee; robbing thee of tip? 
glory, and therefore signally vindicated ia the 
lampypfevf Herod*. 

w>. A* With Truth :— I vemr used the advanr 
tsge of my Elocution, either to naaiatain a 
fpfat&tood, or to abuse credulity into a foolish 
%fim<m<* persuasion. 

ij »Ar With, Integrity :— I «ev*r used the adV 
maftagfc of £laquenoe or Rhetosie to deeeiwe 
3feepfe,ti»f' to'ftosen them into any thing. 
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Isstsrhs^trflysj flititf , airing with wjr tongw pyaari 
iftd used TOteut ion* of > sps^lfcputtanyoiees)- 
^sjtnvii: was upoa mi intention */df tasnrfetsoii 
?nl myself, of the. truth, 'neeesslt^usefainew, 
•odd fitness of what I 00 penntaded* « Jtfe tty 
JBMJgimiiiit was doubtful or uncertain, to*- wtts 
intgr sfrnrh I never used elocution, or sped- 
ious atguments, to invite any to that which hi 
jftiy own judgment I doubted, or doubted whe- 
ther, it were fit or seasonable, all circumstafeees 
considered. . I never used my <efoeutjon to g*te 
credit to an ill cause ; to justify that which de- 
served biantej to justify the wicked, of n to 
condemn the righteous -, to make -'any tattfg 
appear moos specious or enormous than it de- 
served* I neror thought my profession should 
either necessitate a man to use fair 'etoqufenfee 
by extenuations, or aggravations, tomah* Wny 
thing' worse or better than it deserves, or^sdutd 
justify a man in it : to prostitute' my istoctftlftn 
or rhetoric in such a way, I ever held to be 
most basely mercenary 3 and that it was below 
the worth of a man, much morebf a'Cftri^tfifn, 
so to do. When the cttse'wa* gotfd/afrd fully 
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fans ipjiifliwil fog rile/? la(thbugfat7tken^&^^iMfc 

^wsjonp ftbatrithe- <u*e< of that, ability uni My 

xtlntyyftfHi that frwaa given nwie^suchiatahe 

mftfthat^ancLLspafed not the bestofusy anility 

4* sufch n>season i and indeed elocution <tr febe- 

3fcorkr>is a dead and insipid piece, mdes&'itnQtinje 

ft&fi, *nd with a heart full of the sense md 

jcoturictian of what the tongue exprnnetk; ttioL 

fcbenveiwLnbti till then, elocution hath4ts 1Mb 

-aafccmeigyj I esteemed these cases best 4*- 

^tcvingimy eldoutioriy and in those Iw^vam 

«nd earnest t^tbe setting forth of thy glory, 

>|he^asa«riing of: thy truth, the detection' and 

^pviotipn of errors, the clearing of the inno* 

CBQt,,^**' aggravating of sins, oppressions* and 

^^it%: and tfetwgh. I was careful that I did 

^nofciexceed the bounds of truth, or due mode- 

/JWtw>ft>nyet I-ever thought that these -were the 

iiS£a4on*,f<HY which that talent was given ate, 

jiaadjiaeardingly I employed it. 

1 l5BRfiPWl¥?i f ,»P»fT. AND BODW.Y *NJ><JW- 
X4iui oMPTOo W ' mP***™, STRBNGTH, .; AJ*p 
BEAUTY. 

1. In gea<ei*l>:~«-I -looked upon my Body 
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and corrupted my soul, embased and enslaved 
it to lust and disorder: and my soul, which 
was given to rule, became but the minister v 
and slave of my body j and was tainted and 
emasculated by the empire and dominion of 
my body, and the lusts and steams of con- 
cupiscence that did arise from it : and I con- 
sidered, that if the business was thus carried, 
my happiness was only in this life. When 
sickness, or diseases, or death should seize 
upon my body, I had an immortal soul, that 
had lost her time wholly in this world ; and, 
not only so, but was embased and putrified by 
these noisome lusts; and thai the very con- 
tagion of my body was incorporated and dif- 
fused through my soul ; and could cai^ry 
nothing with her but immortality and dis- 
appointment, and defilement ; and conse? 
quently could expect, to all eternity, nothing 
but vexation, and dissatisfaction., and everlast- 
ing confusion. Upon all these considerations. 
T resolved and practised severity oyer tWa 
unruly beast, brought my body into subjection, 
refused to gratify her intemperate ^ desires, 
denied them, kept them in awe and under. 

discipline : and because I found that my fleshly 

**'-•/• ... •"■•>. noc»^ Jitn 
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lusts grew petulant., imperious, and unruly* by 
variety, curiosity, and plenty of meats, drinks/ 
and by ease and idleness, I subdued them by 
moderate diet and temperance, by hard labour 
add diligence, till I had reduced my body to ' 
that state and order that became it: that it 

might be in subjection, and not in dominion y 

• . • ■■"{•? 

might serve, and not rule. I denied satisfaction 

*-' -/. . . - . % f' 

to an intemperate appetite, a wanton eye, a 
vain wish, a worldly desire. t My table was 
sparing to myself, my clothes plain, my reti- 
nue and attendance but necessary. I chased 
away my lusts with the contemplations of the.' 
presence of God, the end of Christ's sufferings, ^ 
' the certainty, yet uncertainty of death, the^ 
state after death; and mingled all my en- 
joyments and desires with these serious and 
cleansing considerations: and I peremptorily" 
refused to gratify the cravings of an importu- 
nate, inordinate, sensual appetite 5 and dicT 
resolutely let them know, they should not, T 
mtgWrioi;, expect any better dealing from me -,\ 
una my practice was accordingly. 

^.Wuiiiffty evident experience, *#*&§ 
t&e' greatest difficulty that can. be; for a man 
in a good condition to give himself leave to 
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think it may be otherwise. These it a vanity 
that accompanies Health, that we can scarce 
persuade ourselves that we shall ever be sick or 
die : we cannot put another estimate of our 
condition than we do at present enjoy, espeei* 
ally if it be pleasing and delightful. To wean 
myself from this impotency of mind, although 
it hath pleased Thee to give me a strong and 
healthy constitution, yet I often put myself into 
the imagination and supposition of sickness* 
thought of my mortality; abstracted myself 
from my present condition of life and health ; 
and pre»apprehended sickness, diseases, old 
age, infirmity, and death : and by this meads 
broke and scattered my confidence of long life, 
continued health 5 and took up thoughts be- 
coming a sick, - infirm, or dying man ; con- 
sidered how my accounts stood, if God should 
please to call me away $ how I could alienate 
my mind from the world ; what patience I had 
to bear pain, and weakness, and sickness. ■ Itt 
my most entire and firmest health, it w*e *ny 
care so to order my life and actions, as if the? 
next hour might despoil me of my life and 
health too. I did not, durst not allow mjeel& 
in any considerate practice of any knerwa wo* 
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in pttfttaBtiiiutfon of my^epentance ; in a tote- 
ration of passions? upon a supposition of a 
continuance of life, or of an unshaken health c 
—but still cast with myself, Would I do thus, 
were the firmness of my health, or the thread 
of my life, to be broken off the next hour ?- My 
firm and strong constitution made me neither 
proud nor presumptuous : but the frequent in- 
terpositions of the thoughts of my change kept 
me humble, and watchful. < 

4. In reference to my health, I always 
avoided these two extremes;-— 1. 1 never made 
it my idol : I declined not the due employment 
of my body in the works of charity, or neces- 
sity; or my ordinary calling, out of a vain fear 
of injuring my health $ for I reckoned my 
health given me in order to these employments : 
and as he is over-curious, that will not put on 
hk clothes for fear of wearing them out, or 
uae hfs axe in his proper employment, for fear 
of hurting it, so he gives but an ill account of 
v dbeastny body, that dares not employ it in an 
emptoyment proper for him, for fear of hurting 
His health,— *£ ' I was never vainly prodigal of 
it} but; careful in a due manner to preserve H< I 
would ifoaHne places of infection, if I had no 



168 tpb» jieeomrow 

amoiwy calling thai 1 bimgtaf* mtorithMq j 
tsnnaoessaryjouraies $ JeoBpesing'aty bbjftycgtotil 
t*i unnecessary dangers, especially ititeHtf*** 
mmem eating rind drinking. • • "- j oil 
js<*6.'<I esteemed Strength, and Beauty , and 
Comeliness of body Thy bkssittg $ an intf*** 
tion to thankfulness. I esteemed- tt'toscaity 
with it a secret admonition, to bear a propor- 
tionable mind, and life, to a comely or beauti- 
ful body ; and I looked upon a beautiful 
countenance, as a just reprehension of a de- 
formed or ugly life or disposition ? buVFnfever 
faind'ln it matter of pride, or vainglory.-**! 
K Because it is thy gift, and not my own iW 
4fuisillon/4*& Because a small until** 'quffg 
epoils it : a fall, or a disease spoils the <greM**i> 
strength: ahumotir hi the foce, ^rhea^W 
tfee eye, a palsy, or the smatt^xai; 'HtfntfHHe* 
greatest beauty : or y if nene©Mne*el*pp>tf£ 

yet either; old age, or deatfo, tuiui'ialftKjfiQfr 
weakness* deformity, or *ottetMU&4>nj; Iaiem? 

therefore in the enjoyment* of tfat^ble*tflJgtiJ> 
to. enjoy them with hnmiiUyu«ttl'thtt!(kftorti#P 
ia.tfcb loss of. them* to lose them ^iHP{>«lt^«y 
abd oontentedhess 5 fbr i rankiJDWledg#ntbje 
handibofchfa* the gift an*iJ»lte*iiU Ifcxfta* 
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up«f>fthetown^er»<0f:the spring; pleastag 
ttiutfce tyei h*kof ebort continuance : the ea^ 
smdty^Df' an. .unruly wind, an unseasonable 
frost, a worm or fly might intercept theirs** 
tunal course of continuance 5 but they that 
escaped best/ an autumn or winter wiUinfal* 
libiy overtake and destroy them. 

XV. 

C.QNQEHNING MY- WEALTH AND TEMPORAL 

SUBSISTENCE. 

-- * .1 esteemed these acquisitions rather the efc 
fects of thy providence and blessing, than ".of 
m,y power o* industry $ for if instrumenially 
my ^dustry acquired. them, yet that very in* 
duefcry » te tfcy gift: it is thou that givBst me 
P» we*j tp- get wealth. Again, Though my in* 
o>Rtiy |( &ttd dexterity to get wealthy were never 
so^^grejM, <*yet 1 a* small • interposition/ either' of 
4QPt f>itmf idkniM orpeonission, might soon dip* 
aojginf and^rusttate all that dexterity «>» in* 
dw^^y^WtWftfy onafltoum, or a fire? of a leak, 
oife^cidk^RtpOflttr& of the times, or 4 prodigal 
w4feq»j^a%#rmn»ttnfeitbful sonant, or a long, 
s^no^too%4nM#rtutie in others whom I 
t&MfcoM aflnrtritfr aitftle, or a word mdiites« 
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prated, or a tfrousa^ c*hc* enwy Bfl«*jf>mey, 
ia>a little space, rui» the 'pmduatoef hcouy 
years' iabour and care* When I>hawl*dk«d 
Often mspider* framiag hi* web with a gfttt 
Ileal of curiosity ami case, and after bis irttiva- 
tiy of many days, the moid with the brooovat 
one broth, spoils all; or whan I hare-seeo/a 
republic of pismires, with^reat circumspec- 
tion, choosing the seat of their residttiefe, tod 
every one carrying- his egg ftad p&+M&»tito 
their common store-house, and the boy wkfe-a 
dftick stirring it all abroad, <rr a he* i tori par- 
tridge scattering it all asunder,- sq -th*t m * 
little mo*rei)t> all the labour of Ihoao pboria* 
nocentcreaftures isdkappoinled3--Mttlia^afifee^ 
fiwt me* in mind, how easily imdaiddan^ptfae 
collection of many years may to' dftstfpatcii : 
and the experience of these latter tftfrea g*M«o 
sad and pleatifuUnstancea of it. Bfftif aoae 
of all these visible emergencies nasn>en^$e44t 
is most plain, that without thy secret Massing 
upon honest and commendableBSHidnstay^ lit 
prorefrunsuocessful to tkatdec&b rldtontkawm, 
in ay own obserrgtiottgy t oftentimes* tSygimen, 
equally industrious, sober, watchful of oppor* 
tunities, sparing, yet onegets up in the world, 
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tbfctofthar gocri backwards; add neither they, 
nor J,' <erald .possibly mttribuie.it to any other 
ej»u»£»liiit lhfs,~thou didst bless the labour of 
the one, and blow upon the labour of the other. 
And upon all these considerations I learned, 
in % the. midst of all my affluence, not to sacri- 
fice to my own net, nor to say in my heart, 
My migh^ and the power of my bands have 
igttttftftfHM this wealth 5 but I did remember 
the Jj&nd'joaj God, for it is He that gave me 
jptiror An got 'Wealth *< 
u j I did not, measure thy favour to me, or the 
.goodness or safety of my own condition, by my • 
ufeakh and plenty 5 for I found thai those ex- 
/temals were either indifferently dispensed to 
the good and bad, or if there ware any odds, 
tte, advantage of externals seemed to be to 
4to*^*>who*e portion jw© might probably aon- 
jaftturewas only in this life. My wealth, and 
;p)en5y^ts))ecefere> rather made me 4he more 
^eatone eftmy condition* than secure in it. It 
ma^ m*<seafcb and examine my condition the 
t^ojfiitriollylaiid<eatpefaUys and when upon the 
t*snlt>4t tandtiaj* sincerity and uprightness of 

ioq^o lo i'jlih^v • . ' 
iviow Jilt n» mr »*])«•* rift 17. 
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fertfftn %egge4*e# The* thai iarf finHuiriilg^ 
iNtfceiia the* Hfe«Hty$ OntaM tfee<rgaieja|ej< 
\, ta tfcoa wookkt grve aod intMase^fjp 
*»«y heart; that though f J eott*i 4fM* 
lie wirtfriiiapoe of any external adeairta ffa r* !* 
to^ppportunity to do. the more goad, yet ttMte* 
*m i&eonefeteJtf with my evw*eetin*-i*te?e*rf 
ttygmt tipecdtba in the lilc^ee- urij g ttji 
I ehaakl choose 4a be whhoat theftttmer, atfc 
ther than- 1dm the Utter; and i toade^trfcty 
Qhcfce< rather to*bepoor here, **d «ieh*fe! Hie 
life id come, -than to be rich hate; and Joal*#ii 
As Mfe-to come. ' <» V **»%» 

. -Aud apon the same coagk U r a eJ onJ I pri g r i i 
mpelf ^erer the better man* aor. tliestbeteJtfj 
Cfaggtiaoj for baring wuch oMhnie <uu|ilpr 
adva**ag*&. I lopjsed wpon tUma ji< alHWH^ 
ape) frt^&kw advantage*, that fcadbflefBr 
pejHf W$ at aU iota my jog), ^in| j fl|itiw#^ 
fo* Jfc *are* IfoaadjLff^iJNgt^Mfcts 
o^ : fco»pumble, in respect tf hi» hiK fc i a ^f l y a jo 

%SW >9bi»xwa>#^ahpaj e^eJej^eeej^Fjlfr 



Wtftft M*pm»> e>ad ww> «^'kBM^'«dM«i 
hf) j»hj« | a»a poaaibly bis^veHy wiglrt/iBM«4 
tafj"M lu thase ▼totuflus habits, be air 
tfg&GMy .defies and honour, tfasefore, 
ttsfe iwt set oh© gvafen of Value the/atas* 
flttfse^ than if 1 had been witfcout thorn. -I 
mtommad. it as an insti'ument, th&ti? benig'pfeft 
isto^wise, fjrudent, fastbfnl, and liberal haadY 
might be of ose$ but gave bo more value to* 
tfeat inherent worth of the? man, than the axe 
or?tb* saw gives skill to the earpenter. * ;, \ 

u*£ c a t ae oicd aU the wealth and honour that 
I4tt^t>u*i«tro«sed to me by the Great MasWr 
of the Word; a talent which thou committed** 
ti>US)*)<aB > thy-fcfteward, and upon account : «nd 
tlsts$u*Jfta»iteratmn caused me to judge andea- 
ttjistt*?* lay wealth, and dispense the Same, 
q^MPlf%M^ajr way than » ordinarttydoBe. ■ ; > 

*f tjfclifeaft eatveni myself the richer at «H Jor+ 
'#f riches. I esteemed ao mo** 
>/t)M what was in a reasonable man- 
iicrf b gfti^iu able to ray necessities, to mf 
iJM^»<wld *efe*4anoe; and to the stattar F 
B9^MrtW*vo*d} air the rest Fldokedupon a* 
rfHssW wmp%* *fy IBstert rittoutfttrtr' 

K 



had, the more was my care, and the greater jf]^ 

ekaigdr fta4nl>ha4( ,^a^ , w ^H^j^A tlie 
bmrV^pki nay soiwitttde ( $Q to* Wt^JftH&i 
antotfit, t* the hpnonr and u«>^^y r Ji^g^j 
bat oijr tpurt *«*#* 4eaal that wa* ia ji : 4rMljq& 
Ijfajakiad to 00a, -that my Master qfaantAiUfffr 
wtaewdfeitfefcl, (Wtyltti^ih*4i»pm*ti91k 
dtfm&tof&y trust? hut I lUtaf^iftn^JR^ 
mine; tfciuHhft k*d* WW, oc tha^arfba^ 

AS, . ,r .'»-.. - .;*.*'«•". -"■»<■ Ju >w bfiforffc 

Afidtheralare It height it wawHl)e»Aa^a^ { 
ofiaayr tola* , U* consume ^^mb^fiAik 
waalahoin e**s»ive supe^uUi^, . erf jftpftj 
drink;* a>paraj 3 loran a<Waw^&pa»eJ|^ 
iBppoftattfcfe 4| mass* or kmt*Mm*t**aofi 
;v Jtolt fcotfloyad thatojwajjua^n spgBffi^ 
the^roiMiy, ii^ief- of* thfR pp^^r^aj^ 

and^lffaMiefi m m#m,$ft mfj9fhW§lk<h 
«*& with w i fcawft i oo ^tb^wjad^^^^^ 

•a^^>f «w pwotij w|w . ^av. ffWj^niv flHftftjPM9Ht9tf 
9^ 



vkett$lft£h difigiwd i3t ntlw/^ ckttteBri ** 

'^Atitfin those employments of m*» inf4b«fc 
laKbilrs;I'8tltfMd this course r^l. TdNblteflrc 
AeTtf^cyrTrtpefeflt Wages *■*.' Thaf %fc* great*** 
e^riftse should be Ttttber ih the lab^w Ahffn te 
tfo'ikaterikte:-^. hHia**h% iwuofe' oftlwuwk A 
sf^tMliesiich as tfiight bring me in itxretvm 
oF^fafft', rather than bf cariosity; because tha 
pr4^ ti%ht be a «teck ft* f artWer ctortty or 
^ttf^tt*viiirt^e.-i-4. But raster tsha» the pbw 
should want employment and subsistence, I 
tfoftgtt^ir BfkwoWe to employ tfc«* in such 
kft8nr* w might yield tbern m lawtak &*&% 
ttibtfgh kyieteed ate only a feirful corrtwrt* 
in^ni^W^i^^ildin^, planting, ajw* tfce>feke 
hone^^^n^gh i>ot altogether proftteW* em* 
fajX^ ? x"hr*to whicn, my prifttffui tietfgn 
wU^ 1 8%^fi^of 'bthe»j and my own eo*» 
tfcn^tfVfca^nly a^ttocomftattofi** fcuM* 
th^prtttdWfl u^^fii^eH»nte^^«Hilai^ 

lflMraH^aWftit mKr i fci#nv'e$iierit' ftt"Mf ofr'thAtta* 

f * aggFISfy ■ fitUB Wto ^a*rig^^e*»b}< 
caflHrta} «ffllfflHi&4fr tftytifc«iir#s PM^<?*' 

k2 



*96 TW»*eCQ^NU 0« 



*eem*d it as thy cfepojitaaj <uv iooriww D$jay 

- a j o feaa n t and cafe: if Irtosfc** wifomtJny Aw« 

;faPyi<* fault, I looked upon that los8?aa*4i%- 

ttbfutge o£ so much 0f nay aceoiiuts and eiMggs* 

»**£fc4d the leas to anawerfor* t . . '*, J? .<- > i 

^ ^[«$t€etnoimjr wealth,-r-li As uocertaijitp 

toM^iMte wilt me; for it bath it* flwgafefMfl 

«ight,tak* its flight, when UitUeAh<^t,of 

ifc— S.< A3 that which I ipust }eA*e. ( whfifcal 

4fte«<<*-& At not u*eful,afteT dea*b, foMmy^piHr- 

po#e whatsoever unto ~me.-~4,.As that ifthfeh 

makes me jobnexiouB to>entyand fapinetrftffcile 

•J bra.— £. <A§ Houseful at all,, toft' ^riwferifrri* 

going *way, riz. in tibe expanse p£ifcrH&vA* 

* * great temptation to pride, $an»tft<in»ole«ce, 

arid kbrary<~-Aad upon all 4he9e,iaa^m»a»y 

most etftsidemtietia, I ever tbotg^ifetotf/taw 

?to*et my heat* upon lt> and frorfraak Jtffribce 

«y^cojifci»ceia-*tv Wheji lhad^ ttamrfttfe, 

<>&<*eosiY«d>it thankfully, wed IkaabflrigrMthd 

^faithfully: when I lost it, 1 kttuii lijtsfsniy 

and contentedly. ^ - *.; % .-. ^ihr/a on 1o> 

Inasmuch as my wealth, in specif must be 

' *■ « •' r - * Expenditure*^ * v « * *- 



tetftfcwAeii* die, and I asuW not p^wdbly tarty 

that luggage into tfoe other w^rid, and if>f 

«0tfd^Ww6Utd hot be of use therei I ««dea- 

^Cta#fed edtiiowkrarwihti&bAril it;thfttl might 

afSbefofc? ili though not in ki*d, : yet by my of 

exchange after death*, Aiul because 1 found 

in thy word, * That b* that giveth to the ^wor, 

qendetftto the Lord t */ and, •« Hethargfetth 

^tb-* a prophet' but a cup of cold water its the 

*n£ttie of a £ro|)bet> should receive a prophet's 

fewatffrtV I ^ftve taken that course so to ^is- 

pOfe« ihfe unrighteous martrtnon *i«re, that I 

>Sttlght fnrtke 4)6 €todof Heateii thy debtor, not 

abj*in*rfti but by' promise : and so I nave made 

*ov«r that great wealth that thou <Kdst send 

ttft^fumo the other world. And blessed be thy 

^4dttde»oen^kwf to thy creatures, that when thou 

wafehetfurtty debtors and accou*taat» to this 

ssaferfcfc *f thy talent of all kinds that*hOtt de- 

■*Be«KtJ us,^thoti art pleased/ upon tfcte-per- 

brfferjtaihes of b«r duty in that trust, to^make 

Xlt*ap4$ Sidtobto* to thy<r*ea*u*>, by a promise 

of an everlasting reward. ' f^i; ■.* .•> «* 

* Luke xiL 33. Matth.ri.30. 1 Tim. vl 18, 19. 
t Prov. m*!?** w - : J Matth. *. 41. . 






-** I«ii*^rlMgMorda*ii^^ 
tba#e-reasan*c~l- Bee***© I ea*ljra»w y tbajt 
ii ^rAs *mil|qr a iHwAen than a ptwifcgfi: jt 
autfe^wy charge, and my ftMamtsfhaglfiter ; 
lay contentment and rest th* iea^J^ fe l MEl 
enougk init, to make me decline* i&aifcfefptjtjt 
, o*myaetf j but not any thing *tat**mktip^ 
me to seek or desire kv— 3, TbaJtegternal gtaft 
f*d aplendour that attended i*,. J 4*teaqi£&l0 
Tain and frivolous in; itaetff a^bajfc H rfllfcOT 
▼aiaand iaefiifiidcratepenond 4of^fe^a^b^ 
tigfa*^ not, valuable eaougbrto in^t^a^a* 

itdnate jadgmewt to d&ir*iQr}mtei$akfi(fa<>& 
esteemed them >a*r the gjOfc tha***ree#w a^tfttar 
pill $ and I looked through this dress andfMtr 
ada> andeaeiy §aaa> that it ejnftfe* %4taM ob- 
uiwJmim to danger, s^ykiliideji^ii^aM^ltf^ 
tray, discontent o&^iiietae^lmn^li^Bi and 
*ma*ion. J ejteem^iit a^n^Pft^hi»hKAf 
tiufee^tere any distemper &mAei t lp ll> W fm& 



fain-glory, insolence, vindictiveness, or the 
like, it would be sure' to draw them out and set 
ft^^o^^^k^lF^ey^V^fled^¥ittWfe 
my ifcwt* tt& gfetti&si hot eutfifif 
Mtunly'ftitai ilt tlfcey prerailtt^ not/ y^at 
J$tlfre**?E&ti*t watchful, assiduous; *afl lom rt a 
*igffi§ft* labour arid inihwtrftastip^rc^^^mi 
* i ^ Wife** I : teuhttook KA? place o*£ pp«^ 
^fiAerfcc,*^! lootoHd my t^ th eitmntoyj+p 
fc»(?mltf a* frmigfc* ineni to be Ay QJUyrjwrt 
ttyndwijianbitioa, 2/ Tbalr tsbe pftta-wa* 
IKts **i*rfght bii dbswtered bjr suiiUbtortdfe 
%fe#i#*ottfe ineasure to perform. /0i'&ht*I*y> 
ffitffei It iiJigbt not be the satiefectidn of^any 
t*Mty3riftf&tion r or vanity io myself ; but^e 
ser^4hy providence, and my geheratfon^fot 
te«lty^a4*flAbfuUy. In allwhie^ myitoA^ 
1ftttfdgiwWfiot*fc net of my choke; batdo&te? 

•do Mrtfce fcokhtig or fce*rcitt«£ e£ these plado^ 
#U#p*4nf 1S0u*>ifia»bte: I valued aotjn^tff 
tat r**H4h**r»ibjfe&Mfc-~i. Because I «**% 
1fad^thalPi^<biute affection of pride, iwfcfeh 
fekd*dti^J]sbflW'% thj^t'totrtitt audi ensptep 
liftm* < wi«a4f*Adir toe ^bonourabfe ttrfty 

Jlfafftfclo Twfc1rrtl<n*itiitndMiJartfrtlini wfiirifamgiiiwa 



:' i 



-r£L Btmm* Ji^ftmty avprvgmt ( |teiM( 
dimvjr &*#& the nmAfMrtwynsH mm 
t k Uti\i t*mkK&$ oq^teie.ao Irr \r#hi,mniTrprrrff 
iait,,e*l«igfat.bein *i«ap«tityr Iftil^S^aii Ml 
«*<*• km it x aft.4hot Yrhen. 1 ta&Jflftafefti 
■rigfetchure nojscatft ai^ biejDi^fc^atij&atfojl 
mo. . i j camed.therefcwe th* si^e e*enoeofc*f 
tenapejjui holding it, «s wight become ipa«&4 
«uq* without &/- S* I found eoraghifcfe 9*i4 
«mplqyv»nt > to nako pie sensjhk^ftfftfce fan* 
o^ Anoahif*, ond core* of it? fnongl^Uundtai 
■Kchanble, tat not enough *> makejnefppi 
•adbpoghty. . v, — f ^nidi*. 

-> bacrgy mode me of gay power. of fl e qdne oi 
ta mtvc »y »wn tans; ^either to hesj» ai|» 
riches, or 4o apposi my, neighbour, JWitOiBle 
veoge injuries, or to upheld o* bofatoft ejtf 
ioppttaeii 4br though otbero thought q»giWt| 
I &ow r joysc lf to be still the isomer Anddtnthtt 
I^BB^iyJboiiiku the duo ewfenikmtotjapf&fem 
oqr deportment ms joat theoanjej/sB if JApd 
toe* ik> such jnan ; for first, Ilcoew thaal mm 
1m thy Reward and ininUter^fad^ladeditbeih 
torterre thee and those ends ^wttch^thoucpeifr 
ptabd* in my preferment* andt>ne«Jo*»Bj*€ 
jtf?**?*, ameh leori»Y y a >stai» ^c ^«|ttie to 



*B*fa*feer, k very m&^pdkctimfy Alitor- 

tfett t*ac*Tttdl1ioiwfir, «d pwtfri^wotviV^ 
Hiiagf ittif hmlottl, and hareno uigredieao**** 
flw m**i hit ?*d*6 and estiuute JieJbte^&ai 
iaderj*ad«fter hk greatness^ ia stilt the idnae 
fcMfteif, - aa the counter that, now stand&tiqpK 
)Nuny9 «aonv Ibr sixpence, anon . Jar twelma 
fcdaaeu i£ stilt the aame counter, Ihetndc ifet 
Mam awLiestfiniieal' denemlBatiea be otarandr 
^tstaffrDaedr tl»e opportunity of my plaaa? 
enfrroiwff, Jflffltgreatnesa, to sense thee and jap 
Ptw» J limits 'wtA aU TigMaooe^^iligeoeey^aA 
fidelity $ — protected, countenanced, .' audi en* 

gid fjttbhfutty execute justice according ta that 
atattoit l.had; I resetted the oppressed Jama 
IlKSiftky; atatice, and insolence *»£ thei&op* 
pmn$ts*> I cleared the innocent irons ttajual 
caitfihnietand reproaehesv I wasfasoruasesrial 
tsjnjftjoprthosg m. otfeesy places/ :esnt eutpkrjfc 
fcnhss W 4rustra«hconJequeoee, that. weee) how 
ant aadrirastsftL i removed those the* wes« 
disb^iti^ ortei%ioi», felie, or \mp^ I AM 
djscpnnttmftootyMdias they ju*4y fetyua/fca*]* 
leaje ad tfceriafcti pamsbcA ptfit«e, tf»rfcgAsjtf| 
■ttri^aJ M oMyali<iliiufajQioaa»/ MMreWl*f& 
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was * shelter to ttitoe '^£l>Mtt«lj %tt**ft 
teirror to rice tod irrellgtori/ Ilrfteljtodtttf 
CtK>l the ferocity and violence 6f olhd* agtattA 
gtidtf men, uprtn mistake, of slight ancrtn&tf* 
♦iderable differences In stim, 1 00 th** **? 
place and greatness, and so cattied myself in 
alt things, as if all the While I had seen TOfetg 
flife great Master of all the ftrihUfc ttt fcet«ft4 
and earth, standing by me. f often cttMlattW 
my instructions/ Thy written WttW/ an*W? 
impartial answers of my Ccmst^c*; afcd^I 
strictly pursued it: and when I foYmd ' in^SSIf 
at any time at a loss, by reason tf 'thetffi&ftp 
and perplexity of emergencies, I cHdoi&'ttS 
especial manner apply myself unto Th^e 1 for 
advice arid direction. % ■• » >;HJLq9i 

- '• ■*• 'U I — .ii 

- 14>9tOIIlNO MY mBV9TAVB4kS^1il>*QKriM|8e'ti« 

v I tte*er affected the repttUtfb^ bllbttngWta^ 
grfet, crafty/ politic j but I^tJee^e^ Wuc*» 
deserved reputation of justice, %Mtasty,'<!iP 
tegrMy, ^irtiite, And piety. - ,| ° : <Mw ton 

' 1 never thought thai' reptttdtkWi'^Wa^M*^ 
tffih£ pWfartrUytbbe^bdkM^ 



tfea* whjct* ws,#ftot desiraUle ?4 anc} reputa^ 
^dp *** hftiifeogM* ao4 useful a^^sioa Jo ^^ 

t The reputation of justice and honesty I was 
aj*ay*cajre£i4, to keep untainted, upon the$e 
glands w—1. Because a blemish io my reputa^ 
^Wl^iPfOWldi kt dwhonourabJe to Thee, — ?. I$ : 
^jflpW ; t be aa abuse of, a talent which Thou 
^adffc cxunrojtted to ^de.7-3. It would be a 
yeafrgntpg. vf ap instrument which Thou badst 
$ffcin*o my hands, upon the strength whereof 
gpclp, good might be done ,by me. 

M y< I,6^n4Mb in myself and others, a goocj 
reputation had these two great advantages in 
it,~- 1. In respect of the party that had it, it 
was a handsome incentive to virtue, and did 
stresgtifeii'tfleYigilaBce and carta, o£ them that 
JpftrV** *P r^enre it. There is_ a certain ^o- 
a^ r w0r& and, delight in it> that adda soj^e- 
wfet ^^)care and jealousy of good wfyfffa> 
not rashly to lose it. The value and worthy 
^IrSPfe)*^©^^^!^ exceed* the jalu* pf that 
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tt&tiMifefr ifatb | . aifil I always: lootocbii^lt 
a%#Q.«qM*l evidence #f Jfty^wAwrttogavttti* 
ift&#ren> m adding akimbuf ortern*i!*ptttaliar 
9ltft40*l7 to goo&iesft atwl wtiie/whicfcmigfat 
jfcHbr'md k.a means to pr«err«M the <**»><*■ 
tfce^bcW <>T. buskoU) preserve* kern«h*4£*Hi 
ifc^scfrof jptbm, be&*il»e ttdstbrtfcifta *lkra» 
x)^lJ e t^ f , the pf Mice of ttat;Vk(ufB*&iflbxl*» 
1$ nd« p wid aba gives a Hiaa *>fairer 9f*port»oti*jQ 
and «fcn»g*b to.e*e9ciqQ«ay wartb^MsLgpoil 
aptjagif for ttogpodipl <>tfeeo»£ A^mte-ofr« 
4#p!^ j^puttgi^batb ofteafihiKatair<4>pfiii» 
tunjty, to 4piUmU -good ■. Tvhipb< aaofchef jtamtofcti^ ■ 
and</qay practice it whb jnore <secaifity sod 
**Mft$^ ..,.'•<: • tt ..miiaUKpr 

-.•_ ^Tbi^UMflptalioM I always ifonadiw*. 
ta^i&vf/4*r ffputatumt and! s^itt jrffttefcid 
f^$4N*P«Hpto«i"a* pott* aii^iichakafaUet^ 
Fs^and. vain-^ory : I eeatetoiaihthigaivrtHl 
fffelflfcvii&pU fiRoft and defaw> spafcifenftjduy 



tutto?* tta^/itha* lw feiffl 

*ilMbe**»ft*iha*r to the Gospel; pteMetom&S 
tfca*4u*ha*knoa*ugh:!tM up fW mimy y^r*^, 
**Ai*erttfore he at once starves both blsrgotf* 
Dtps and Tepu tatiatt.-^3 A daring to advt&tare 
Bpoa* 4enie rery ill action, apon a Seeftst aM 
d*ceftf«lconiklem'einhUrepttteUonj tfoinktofe 
oow he hath acquired such a stock of re$u- 
4taii«o^:tAiati b« may 1 with secrecy, and sare*^, 
mid] Mmo^fs^K adventure upon; any *blag, In 
teoofidwwe that hi* reputation <wffi feea* fefih 
«i^4"Ama& of great reputation shall 'be 
caif^ by those io power* to be put upon action* 
£hat may «eir* turn. This is the Bev^s skill: 
Itfoc if.Jieje*Try it out upon the strength of his 
reputation, the Deril makes the veiy result df 
^frtbeiaikl .worth the instrument of injustice 
bad&mtiq>}> bat if he miecatry, th& J*evil hath 
,get-h» end. upon him, in that he hath Waked 
Jaia^mBdlAMcunded Thy honour, whfcb stiler* 
^ib^i disputation --6, A great reputations 
ftn*t*wsaoseofit, and delight hi it, is apt to 
qm&0ua9mxipQp> any shifts, though never 'to 
(4o aupport it.— 6; It makea^ 
#f»*tiniorou^ln doirig' thfefc 
>fMfe*fa*ijlaji* Jaffaf Shoald tiftiftr* 



inent toy lie hi It.^Y. ffft If* Iff i««CTP 
. mart impatient of any tbe least 4h&blffl*M&P 
My be causelessly cast vtpotiW^'kr&W&nV 
JMei A. A rizn of gtM*K^tioV;*WV 
WnW sets hfe he*rt ^p6ii'%^^i^mmf 
sensible of any ; thing *ha* l nrt^mtaffifee *fr 
Therefore,-^ '" J ' ,Jr « J * o^w 6n« 

though I fcavelovetf'i^Te^ 
have been vigilant not to fb&'&^tifrW*? 
my own llefauli or neglect)' yetl bsTvtPtettHF 
upon it as a? brittle fhfng- tfHl^'Sha^tK* 
Devil aims to hit in a special manner* %? «H%* 
that is much in the power of a false report, a 
mistake, a misapprehension, t6 wound and 
hurt: notwithstanding all my care, tjj*m at 
the mercjr of qt^ers, without God's wonderful 
over-ruling providence. And as my reputation 
is the esteem that others hare of me, so that 
esteem may be blemished without my default. 
I have therefore always tajfeen this care, not to 
set my heart upon my reputation. I will use 
all fidelity and honesty, and take care it shall 
not be lost by any default of mine; and if, 
notwithstanding all this, my ffiput^jgn^ tp 
foiled by evil or envious metfdr^ttHgbl^^I^wfi^ 



iaiira».ii(liJfcfePM!i|0 #r the ,gpod of ray 
WW ,**A^ceriied, I then thought it wjjs 
a^ j^ap&^e time to lay out ray reputation for. 
tl^ai)xaqt#g9,of either, and to act it, and by 
and upon it, to the highest, in the use pf all 
lft^/ul, jm^ar^j , anf^ upon such a^occaaioft the 

iUgglWinVty Whp knoweth whether God Jpth 
©Hf^ JrW^ IbWireputatioa and esteem for such 

k., „* V B« Uus thy brazen bulwark of defence, 
Stijl to preserve thy conacioiis innocence, 
Ner e*er turn pale with guilt* 

noiteJucpi (if)/ii father y. - ; ' • *.>■••- *«-«»«i 
XSiiJ Ofc ,9111 io »/'«;«; -r t >.-M '.,',- ^ t»i1) fci 

Jluafclj ~{cn iiuus);:*/ i*-* . -.' «,«; •, .. ra^tiis?* 
of Jon ,sttb:> <*i.U '»rttt J ETa>. "' ; n , «i ,t » , "!i y*6ri I 
98U Iliw I .aj/ij..^ K * ^qV&;< •'' >* <"i<te- 
Hade Ji ^*ujo 9/)j>? ;-j«*j»" ,• • y . ., •»•»,• /.'ijj^it lit 
t li bnfi :oniin 'io j, ^;-u v t .i; vr! jeoi ad aor- 
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